A NU N U S . U A LA R C H A E O L O G I C A L
S P E C I M E NF R O MF O X EB A S I N
By Graham Rowley

W

at Igloolik in August 1949, I was broughtanumber
of
archaeological specimens which had been collected by Eskimo
fromthemany
old houses in the area. Excavation of this type is, of
course, to be deplored and is now discouraged by most of the white residents in the North, especially since the collection of archaeological specimens in the Northwest Territories without a licence has been prohibited.
With little or noaccompanying
data the specimens are usually o f
negligible interest. It is difficult however to tell the Eskimo to take them
away as their small residual value would then be lost. The only course
seems to be to accept them, tell the Eskimo that thgy should not dig them
up and give them so insignificant a reward that they will not be encouraged to continue.
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Most of the specimens brought to me were said to have come from
some old houses a i Pingerqalik, on the east coast of Melville Peninsula
some twenty-five miles south of Igloolik Island, presumably from the site
sketched by Mathiassen.’ They are mainly of ’Thde types but there are
__
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a small numberwhich
are certainlyDorset.
One of the Pingerqalik
artifacts is of considerable interest as it has both Thule and Dorset characteristics. It bears a slight, probablyfortuitous, resemblance to a toy
whale, and is a toggle of some sort, possibly for the end of a piece of skinline used for dragging seals over the ice, but more likely a fastening for
a belt.

The specimen is made from a walrus-tooth not tusk. It is highly
At one end is a human head in
decoratedinundoubtedDorsetstyle.
front of a fox head. Both these are Dorset, as are two small seals carved
in relief on the underside. I have excavated similar seal carvings a t the
pure Dorset site of Abverdjar, only about thirty miles from Pingerqalik.
The line hole right through the specimen is, on the other hand, Thule, or

