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FOREWORD 

T h i s  i s  a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  Canadian Regional  Perma- 
f r o s t  Conference  which was h e l d  a t  t h e  Nor thern  A l b e r t a  
J u b i l e e  Auditorium, Edmonton, A l b e r t a ,  on 1 and 2 December 
1964. The Conference  was sponsored  by t h e  A s s o c i a t e  Com- 
m i t t e e  on S o i l  and Snow Mechanics o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Research 
Counc i l .  A l i s t  o f  t h o s e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  i n c l u d e d  a s  
Appendix "A" o f  t h e s e  p r o c e e d i n g s .  

The o v e r a l l  theme of  t h e  Conference was eng inee r -  
i n g  problems i n  t h e  d i s c o n t i n u o u s  p e r m a f r o s t  zone.  Papers  
from b o t h  Canada and t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p e r m a f r o s t  i n  Western Canada and Alaska a s  
a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  e n g i n e e r i n g  s i t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
e n g i n e e r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  - b u i l d i n g  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  r o a d s  and 
a i r s t r i p s ,  and m u n i c i p a l  s e r v i c e s .  I n  S e s s i o n  I ,  under  t h e  
cha i rmansh ip  o f  D r .  J . G .  F y l e s ,  t h r e e  p a p e r s  were p r e s e n t e d .  
S e s s i o n  I1 was c h a i r e d  by M r .  T.A. Harwood and two p a p e r s  
were p r e s e n t e d .  The Chairman o f  S e s s i o n  I11 was 
M r .  R . A .  Hemstock; f o u r  p a p e r s  were p r e s e n t e d ,  The Chairman 
o f  S e s s i o n  I V  was M r .  G . H .  J o h n s t o n ,  a t  which t h r e e  p a p e r s  
were p r e s e n t e d .  The c o l o u r  f i l m  " B u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  Northt1 
produced f o r  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  B u i l d i n g  Research ,  N a t i o n a l  
Research  Counc i l ,  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  F i lm Board o f  Canada, was 
shown. O f  t h e  twe lve  p a p e r s  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  Conference ,  
e i g h t  a r e  r ep roduced  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  i n  t h e s e  p roceed ings  
and f o u r  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  summary form. 



Dr. J.B. Mawdsley ' 

Dr. J.B. Mawdsley was the first Director of the 
Institute for Northern Studies, University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, and a member of the National 
Research Council Associate Committee on Soil and Snow 
Mechanics, It is with great regret and respect that his 
sudden,and unexpected death on 2 December 1964, in Edmonton, 
just after the conclusion of the Canadian Regional Perma- 
frost 'Conference, must be recorded. He served on the 
Permafrost Subcommittee, which sponsored this Permafrost 
Conference, since its inception in 1960, and participated 
actively in its deliberations. All who attended the 
Conference herein recorded will recall his obvious pleasure 
in the proceedings and will share in the widespread regret 
at his passing. 
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