
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

D r .  R.F. Legge t ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  
B u i l d i n g  R e s e a r c h ,  N a t i o n a l  Resea rch  C o u n c i l ,  and Chairman 
o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t e  Committee on S o i l  and Snow Mechanics ,  
c o r d i a l l y  welcomed d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Conference.  He n o t e d  
t h e  e x p a n d i n g  development o f  p e r m a f r o s t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  
Canada s i n c e  t h e  F i r s t  Canadian Conference  on Pe rmaf ros t  
h e l d  i n  Ottawa i n  A p r i l  1 9 6 2 .  The c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n c r e a s i n g  
i n t e r e s t  and conce rn  i n  p e r m a f r o s t  i n  Canada was m a n i f e s t e d  
by t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  d e l e g a t e s  from wide ly  s c a t t e r e d  p o i n t s  
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Yukon and Northwest  
T e r r i t o r i e s .  D r .  Legget  ex tended  a s p e c i a l  welcome t o  
d e l e g a t e s  from t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s ,  s e v e r a l  o f  whom were 
f rom A l a s k a .  American a g e n c i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
U.S. Army Cold Regions  Resea rch  and E n g i n e e r i n g  L a b o r a t o r y  
and  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G e o l o g i c a l  Survey ,  b o t h  o f  which have 
c a r r i e d  o u t  e x t e n s i v e  p e r m a f r o s t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  
y e a r s .  The a b s e n c e  o f  P r o f e s s o r  K.B.  Woods was n o t e d  w i t h  
r e g r e t .  U n t i l  r e c e n t l y  he  was Chairman o f  t h e  Department  
o f  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  Purdue U n i v e r s i t y  and a p i o n e e r  i n  
American p e r m a f r o s t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  h a v i n g  l e d  numerous 
f i e l d  e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  n o r t h e r n  Canada and Alaska .  

D r .  Legget  a l s o  n o t e d  w i t h  r e g r e t  t h e  d e a t h  of  
M r .  J . A .  P i h l a i n e n  i n  Ottawa on 27 J a n u a r y  1964. 
M r .  P i h l a i n e n  was a member o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  B u i l d i n g  
R e s e a r c h  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  Resea rch  Counc i l  f rom 1950 t o  1960 
d u r i n g  which t i m e  h e  l e d  t h e  D i v i s i o n ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of 
p e r m a f r o s t  and  a s s o c i a t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  problems i n  n o r t h e r n  
Canada.  D r .  Legget  c l o s e d  h i s  remarks  w i t h  a b r i e f  des-  
c r i p t i o n  of t h e  A s s o c i a t e  Committee on S o i l  and Snow 
Mechan ics ,  which s p o n s o r e d  t h i s  P e r m a f r o s t  Confe rence ,  and 
i t s  f o u r  Subcommit tees  on S o i l  Mechanics ,  Snow and I c e ,  
Muskeg, and  P e r m a f r o s t .  

M r .  T.A. Harwood, Chairman of  t h e  Pe rmaf ros t  Sub- 
commi t t ee ,  A s s o c i a t e  commit tee on S o i l  and Snow Mechanics ,  
a l s o  welcomed t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and encouraged t h e  d e l e g a t e s .  
t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  end o f  each  p a p e r .  
He d e s c r i b e d  t h e  work of  t h e  P e r m a f r o s t  Subcommittee and 
n o t e d  t h a t  i t s  membership r e p r e s e n t e d  v a r i o u s  s c i e n t i f i c  
and  e n g i n e e r i n g  i n t e r e s t s  a c r o s s  Canada. Now t h a t  t h e  
Subcommit tee  h a s  been  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  a  
r o t a t i o n  of  i t s  members w i l l  be  i n i t i a t e d .  M r .  Harwood 
drew a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h i c  d i s p l a y  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  



( v i i )  

i n  p e r m a f r o s t  and t o  p u b l i c a t i o n s  on p e r m a f r o s t  and n o r t h e r n  
b u i l d i n g ,  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  B u i l d i n g  Resea rch ,  N a t i o n a l  
Resea rch  C o u n c i l ,  s e t  up o u t s i d e  t h e  room i n  which t h e  
Conference  was h e l d .  He hoped t h a t  d e l e g a t e s  would a v a i l  
t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  view t h e  d i s p l a y  and  
examine t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  The f r e q u e n t  e r r o n e o u s  u s e  o f  
t h e  t e r m  " p e r m a f r o s t "  was b rough t  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  
d e l e g a t e s  and t h e y  were u rged  t o  keep  i n  mind t h e  d e f i n i -  
t i o n  b a s e d  on t e m p e r a t u r e .  


