
  
 

ANNOUNCEMENT  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Traditional knowledge in the environmental impact 
assessment of the proposed Mackenzie Gas Project  
 
MAY 16, 2005 - The Joint Review Panel wishes to ensure that traditional knowledge contributes 
fully to the review of the proposed Mackenzie Gas Project. This announcement is to provide 
advice to participants on the submission of traditional knowledge during the hearings phase of 
the Panel’s review.   
 
The Joint Review Panel Agreement acknowledges the “importance of incorporating traditional 
knowledge in the Environmental Impact Review of the Project,” and it requires the Panel to 
“make best efforts to promote and facilitate the contribution of traditional knowledge to the 
environmental impact review.”   
 
The Mackenzie Gas Project Proponent is required to use and incorporate traditional knowledge 
in its Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and has done so. By its own account, the Proponent 
has held meetings and workshops in project area communities during the past number of years, at 
which it has obtained what it characterizes as traditional and local knowledge, for the purpose of 
identifying project-related concerns, selecting “valued components,” obtaining baseline 
information, assessing project effects, and applying mitigation measures. 
 
The Proponent has also indicated, in its EIS, that it had undertaken to do “community-based 
traditional knowledge studies” in almost all communities in the project area on a regional, 
district or community basis. The Proponent has further indicated that while it has the right to use 
these studies for project planning, it is not authorized to disclose them and cannot submit them to 
the Panel without the prior consent of the individual communities.    
 
The most recent advice received from the Proponent indicates that most of these traditional 
knowledge studies have not yet been completed, and to date, none have been approved by the 
communities for public release. Other studies are still in various stages of progress and some 
have not yet begun. The Panel is aware that the Proponent does not control their completion and 
release dates, nor can it necessarily predict these dates.   
 
To the extent that communities may already have compiled relevant traditional knowledge in the 
Proponent-sponsored traditional knowledge studies, the Panel wishes to ensure that the substance 
of that information will contribute to the review of the Project, in accordance with the Panel’s 
mandate.  
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The Panel is mindful of the possibility that at least some of the Proponent-sponsored traditional 
knowledge studies may still not be available at such time as the Panel rules whether there is 
otherwise sufficient information to proceed to hearings. The Panel is also mindful that, 
regardless of the best efforts of the Proponent, traditional knowledge is often best provided 
directly by those persons and parties who hold that information and wish to provide it for the 
purposes of this review.  
 
The Panel encourages the submission of traditional knowledge during the hearings phase of its 
review, for at least the following three purposes: 
 

1. Issues identification (what people are concerned about, what people value, what may be 
at risk from the Project), 

2. Baseline information about the communities and the environment in the Project area, 
3. Prediction of Project impacts and the implementation of effective mitigation measures 

and follow-up effects monitoring.  
 
Individuals may wish to speak to these matters at Community and General Hearings. The Panel 
also welcomes more formal presentations on such matters as current and historic land use and 
harvesting activities, areas of critical concern, the local economy, family and community well-
being, the local capacity to respond to the Project, and issues of sustainability. Presentations may 
address these issues at the community or regional level.  
 
The Panel is also prepared to receive submissions based on traditional knowledge at Technical 
Hearings. Persons qualified to offer expert opinion based on traditional knowledge, relating to 
Project impacts, mitigation strategies, and follow-up monitoring are welcome to do so according 
to the rules for Technical Hearings. The Panel will issue these rules prior to any announcement 
of its hearing schedule. As only those parties with intervener status may file and present 
submissions at Technical Hearings, such experts may appear only on behalf of, or at the request 
of, Interveners.   
 
If you have any questions regarding this announcement, please contact:  

 
Paula Pacholek, Joint Review Panel Manager 
Mail: Box 2412, Inuvik NT,  X0E 0T0 
Phone: 867-678-8604 
Fax: 867-777-3105 

 Email: pacholekp@jointreviewpanel.ca 
 

Interested individuals or organizations seeking additional information on the environmental 
review of the Mackenzie Gas Project can contact the Joint Review Panel Manager. 
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