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Julius von Payer (1842-1915)
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The first abandonment of the “Tegetthoff.” Drawing by Payer.

to get to their depot and had to sail and row almost to its
southern extremity before they were pickedup by a Russian
fishing vessel on 24 August 1874. The captain of this ship
was paid to cut shorthis fishing and take them to the Norwegian arctic port of Vard. Payer later wrote a two-volume
account of the expedition.
Itshould bepointed outthatthe
Austro-Hungarian
government, which onlycontrolled a short coastline on the
eastern Adriatic, laid no claim to the landsdiscovered by the
a Russian
Austrian expedition, and Franz Josef Land became
possession. A recent Russian ornithological survey of the
island archipelago showed it to be the world’s greatest
breeding place of the ivory gull.
Payer was not only an alpinist and explorer but also an
artist. His book is illustrated with many drawings, two of
which are reproduced here. Payer also made water-colour
sketches in the Arctic. One of these, showing a sledge party
against a bi-coloured skyat noon in February, forms
the frontispiece of his two-volume work.
On his return from the North,Payer lived as a civilian in
Paris until 1890, where he studied art. He then returned to
Vienna and opened his own school of painting. He painted
arctic landscapes based on sketches hehad made during his

expeditions. These were well received at several important
exhibitions and he was, in fact, the first artist to depict the
Arctic in colour. He died in Vienna in 1915.
ANNCYLATED FURTHER READINGS
BAMBERGER,R., and MAIER-BRUCK, F. 1966. OstereichLexikon.
Vienna and Munich Ostereichischer Bundesverlag. Vol. 2. 180 p.
MIRSKY, I. 1948. To the Arctic. NewYork: Alfred Knopf. pp. 174-181,
with a useful mapof the drift of the Egetthoffand the return journey
insmallboats.(ThemapinPayer’sbookisverydifficult
to read,
as it includes the routesof the preliminaryboat journey of 1871 as well
as that of the journey of discovery. Mirsky also gives details of Payer’s
sledge parties.
PAYER, J. von. 1876. New Lands within the Arctic Circle. Narration of
the discoveries ofthe Austrian ship “Tegetthoff” in the years
1872-1874.
London: Macmillan and Co. Authorized English translation 2invols.,
335 p. and 303 p., with map and many illustrations.

E. Otto Hohn
Professor Emeritus
University of Alberta
11511 - 78 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T6G ON4

