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ABSTRACT

Under contract to community Municipal
Corporations by the Department of Fisheries
and Oceans (D.E.Q.), subsistence harvest statis-
tics for beluga whales(Delphinapterus leucas)
and walrus (Odobenus rosmarus) hunted by
Nunavik Inuit during 1992 were collected. Of
fourteen communities involved, representatives
in all but two (2) villages participated to the
study concerning beluga hunt locations, sinkage
loss and harvest numbers through an annual
community report and weekly interviews con-
ducted by D.F.O. personnel. Unconfirmed belu-
ga harvest statistics for the two communities
not participating directly were obtained via tele-
phone.

In 1992, beluga harvests from Ungava
Bay, Hudson Strait and Hudson Bay totalled 9,
109 and 56 respectively. This represents 174
belugas harvested in the Nunavik Region from
a total allowable catch (T.A.C.) of 193.
Following consultation by D.F.O. of community
representatives, no beluga quota was estab-
lished for the Ungava Bay zone in 1992. An
experimental harvest moratorium during the
month of August in the Ungava Bay zone was
accepted, with any harvest during this period to
be conducted north of Quartaq by communities
from within Ungava Bay (including
Kangirsualujjuaq, Kuujjuag, Tasiujaq, Aupaluk,
Kangirsuk). Agreed quotas for communities of
Hudson Bay were fifteen belugas although
those harvested by Puvirnitug and Akulivik
were to be taken in Hudson Strait. Although the
community of Sanikiluag N.W.T. equally
agreed to a quota of fifteen whales, this report
does not include their harvesting activities. The
1992 hunt was conducted opportunistically in
proximity to communities with some effort con-
centrated at traditional locations. The majority
of beluga were caught in August, accounting for
33 % of all whales harvested. The balance (67
%) were harvested at various locations through-
out the rest of the hunting season with efforts
concentrated during July and October (24 %
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and 29 % respectively), while the remainder
(14%) was spread out between June, September
and November.

Data concerning walrus harvests were
received from all but two (2) communities. As
in the case of beluga whales, unconfirmed wal-
rus harvest levels were obtained from these two
communitie via telephone. A total of 82 walrus
were reported harvested over the entire 1992
hunting season. The 1992 harvest of walrus was
somewhat elevated relative to 1991. The major-
ity of walrus hunting effort was concentrated
during late August at traditional sites in
Ungava/Hudson Bays by comparison with
Hudson Strait communities whose primary wal-
rus harvesting efforts were in the months of
September and October.
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INTRODUCTION

In all Nunavik (northern Quebec) communi-
ties, beluga whales (Delphinapterus leucas) and
Atlantic walrus (Odobenys rosmarus) are har-
vested for subsistence consumption in continua-
tion of culturally important hunts. Such harvest-
ing, although guaranteed in the James Bay and
Northern Quebec Agreement, is subject to the
principle of conservation hence reliabie data
must be collected to assess population levels
with the view of ensuring a sustainable harvest.
To this end, Inuit in collaboration with the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (D.F.0.),
have conducted research studies and collected
harvest data concerning these species since
1981. In recent years however, concern has
been raised both by scientists and Inuit about
apparent declines in beluga numbers in some
areas of Nunavik. Simu}taneously, international
pressure has been increasing to implement strict
management of beluga stocks in northern
Quebec and southern Baffin Island.
Recommendations made by the Committee on
the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada
(C.O.S.EWIC.) have resulted in Ungava Bay
and eastern Hudson Bay belugas being assigned
“Endangered” and “Threatened” status, respec-
tively. Such pressure on both Inuit and the
D.F.O. highlights the need to collect data in
order that resource managers and users may
implement appropriate Management Measures.

This year, in a new approach, D.EO. repre-
sentatives met with community representatives
in regional zone meetings with the view of
addressing concerns and establishing appropri-
ate measures for these communities. Such meet-
ings included communities grouped per two
zones on the premise of measures being applied
to summering beluga populations. The outcome
of regional zone meetings included - re-affir-
ment of seasonal and total sanctuary status for
the Nastapoka and Mucralic estuaries, respec-
tively; modification of Hudson Bay community
beluga quotas to fifteen animals per community
(including the N.W.T. community of
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Sanikiluaq) given that those belugas harvested
by Puvimnituq and Akulivik would be taken to
the north in Hudson Strait; no beluga quota for
Ungava Bay with an August moratorium for
any beluga hunting within Ungava Bay (any
beluga hunt conducted by Ungava communities
within August was to be north of Quartagq; at
any other time belugas could be harvested with-
in Ungava Bay with the understanding that total
animals per community taken in all locations
were not to exceed ten (10) belugas. All such
management measures were to be temporary
and modifications were to be subject to resuits
of data obtained from a priorized beluga
research program including: an aerial survey of
Ungava Bay, land based observations of beluga
whales at selected locations in both Ungava and
Hudson Bay’s, analyses of mitochondrial DNA
(to identify stock discrimination via genetic
markers) and local movement patterns/dive
times ascertained through telemetry saddles
attached to three (3) belugas at Little Whale
River (two saddles were in fact actually
attached). Such research was to be completed in
collaboration between D.F.O., Makivik and
Inuit at the community level.

By comparison with beluga hunts which
tend to be highly opportunistic in nature, har-
vests of walrus are generally conducted by
selected hunters in response to community
demand. The gregarious behaviour of walrus
and there seasonal aggregations at specific loca-
tions makes this method of harvesting both effi-
cient and predictable. Those communities locat-
ed on Hudson Strait and northern Hudson Bay
traditionally continue to conduct walrus hunts
in the autumn. In contrast, communities in
Ungava Bay and lower Hudson Bay typically
hunt walrus in late summer. Whereas walrus
populations in the region are not considered in -
need of protection, their gregarious behaviour
makes them subject to possible over exploita-
tion. Over recent years, total walrus harvests
have generally declined with fewer communi-
ties participating, although 1992 harvests were
slightly higher than in 1991. The cause in this
decline may be attributed primarily to two fac-
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tors. Firstly, younger Inuit are disinclined to eat
walrus meat because of it’s strong “gamey”
flavour and secondly, there has been concern
voiced about outbreaks of sickness attributed to
consumption of walrus meat (most likely a
result of the parasite Trichinella spiralis ).
However, some Inuit particularly elders, still do
consume walrus meat and annual hunts may be
expected to continue to satisfy this demand.
Moreover, there is growing evidence that not
only are traditional Inuit food consumption pat-
terns culturally significant but are in addition
important from the point of health.
Cardiovascular diseases appear to be mitigated
by diets including marine mammals and
salmonid fish, amongst others. The question of
parasitic infection is being addressed and an
experimental project involving on-site analysis
in one community was successfully implement-
ed in 1992. It is intended to extend this opportu-
nity to other communities over the coming
years.

Inberent in any management program
aimed at maintaining sustainable harvests of
animal populations, is the need to obtain data
on harvest levels so these may be adjusted
accordingly-depending on population dynarmics.
The purpose of this study is aimed directly at
providing this information in order that unbi-
ased management decisions may be implement-
ed.

Specific study objectives are:

1) provide catch statistics for beluga whale
harvested during 1992 for subsistence
consumption by Nunavik Inuit ;

2) document location and harvest effort.

Please note that spelling of all place names
in this report follows that proposed by Ludger
Miiller-Wille and Avataq Cultural Institute
(1987). A list of previous and current spellings
is presented in the Appendix.
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METHODOLOGY

Through contribution agreements with indi-
vidual Municipal Corporations under D.F.O.’s
Aboriginal Fisheries Strategy (A.E.S.), repre-
sentatives (community agents) in twelve (12)
out of fourteen (14) Inuit communities in
Nunavik participated in providing data concern-
ing catch statistics for beluga whales (Table 4).
Catch statistics for walrus were provided by all
fourteen (14) communities. Communities were
contacted by Inujjuaq D.F.O. personnel on a
weekly basis between the period of July 6th to
December 4th, 1993 to provide data on hunt
dates, locations, number of animals seen, strikes
and losses, sex, relative age, weather conditions
or other notable conditions.

From weekly reports tabulated for each
community by D.F.O. personnel, a running sta-
tus of harvest levels permitted D.F.O. to inform
communities when beluga hunts were to be ter-
minated consequent to quotas being attained. At
the end of the recording year (December 4th)
each community representative was requested
to submit an annual report to D.F.O., summariz-
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ing his/her communities beluga and walrus har-

vesting activities. Such weekly reports and the
annual reports comprise the body of informa-
tion used in preparing the current report.
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RESULTS

A total of 174 beluga whales and 82 walrus
were harvested by Nunavik Inuit during the
1992 hunting season (Tables and Figures 1,3).
By region this represents 9 beluga whales taken
in Ungava Bay, 109 in Hudson Strait and 56 in
Hudson Bay. The majority of beluga were har-
vested during July, August and October (86 %)
with the balance of 14 % taken in June,
September and November (Table 7). Since the
initiation of harvest quotas commencing in
1985, the beluga harvest statistics indicate a
general down trend although data from the 1991
season indicate surpassed quotas (Table 5 and
Figure 4).

Walrus harvests both in 1991 and 1992 were
higher than in 1989 (Table 6 and Figure 5) how-
ever the data continue to suggest a general
decline. The total 1992 Nunavik harvest of bel-
uga was below the allowable catch defined
through community consultation, by 9.8 %
(174 versus 193). Beluga harvest levels by
region (Table 2, Figure2) suggest that beluga
kills in Hudson Strait were below the guota
(108 vs-118) although data from both Ivujivik
and Puvirnituq are unconfirmed. The Hudson
Bay harvest of 56 belugas were also below
agreed quotas (56 harvested vs a total quota of
60 for the Eastern Hudson Bay population;
Sanikiluaq included in quota but not in harvest
total). The nine (9) belugas reported harvested
by Ungava Bay communities fell below the
allocated quota of 50 whales. An unidentified
number were taken from “Hudson Strait
Stocks” delineated by the zone north of
Quagqtaq as defined in the draft 1992 manage-
ment plan (zero T.A.C. for Ungava Bay with
August closure).

Neither beluga nor walrus age and sex are
reported in the current study since these data
were unavailable from respondants. Reported
loss rates for beluga and walrus, those animals
either sunk or “struck” (wounded and not
retrieved) were also not provided. For the most
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part, data on specific harvesting locations were
unavailable hence harvest data are provided at
the general level of community alone.
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Table 4. List of delegated community representatives

sac* oa. & PLULINPC
Community Community Representative
peLer

Ungava Bay

N
Kangirsualujjuaq
d‘c‘:,d%

Kuujjuag
e d

Tasiujaq

b < 5"
Aupalfuk

b"gpﬁrjb

Kangirsuk

<A <8%7AD4 V<

Bobby Baron/Edward Snowball
B dod®/ L Lrge
George Koneak/george Munick
JAd? Lea®/C P grp ey
Moses Munick/Tommy Cain Sr.
AC avN g

Peter Angutinguak

S bl A

Lucy Carrier

APSH S
Hudson Strait

g
Quartagq
briAd g
Kangirsujuaq
K& o AC
Salluit
ASpae
Ivujivik

he CRPAAY QMNS™/AA DA
Charlie Tukkiapik Sr./Tivi Ookpik
qiLs b

Amaamak Jazka

<Bor <Feb/<t <ABID®
Paulusie Padlayat/Paul Papigatuk
ACM b ™/NAATEe B agias
Adamie Qalingo/Saviarjuk Usukjuk

BhT <A
Hudson Bay

ddc—de®
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> D
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A...QC‘I q%b
Inujjuaq
BIrbL s
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dedQGA®
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dA%a - (bAaPr) d&d

Ainalik (Henry) Alayco

b DL

Harry Tulugak

de- PBADU o DAY

Allie Ohaituk/Johnny Williams
LeD o <%/ jf¢ Ap<ce
Mathew Napartuk/Moses Inukpuk
AC <AdLY /At €T

Peter Papialuk/ Alex Fleming
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Table 7. 1992 beluga whale hunting effort

Pe sbiocdope PO

Coepe va. ¢ L5 A4« Pe.sLAC
L'bAAD<C D oSa®pc P _oSg-p© P _oSg-pe
Ac D~* dICPpwc P oliChws
Month Hunted # Communities # Locations # Beluga
Participating Involved Harvest

<o~/lune 1 - ] {.6)
~e Alluly 7 - 42 (24)
4B N/August 8 - 57 (33
’N“AnfSeptember 4 - 18 (10)
P> 3 An./October 8 - 50 (29)
©o&-An/November 4 - 6 (3.4
Nr~An/December 0 - 0 Q)
bNAN*Total - 174 (100)

¥ Dot DYt () Shennyc 9UPHL e
* Numbers in () refer to percentages
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Figure 1. Nunavik communities participating in 1992 beluga whale hunts
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Figure 2. Regional Nunavik beluga whale harvest quotas and respective 1992 harvests
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Figure 3. Nunavik communities participating in 1992 walrus hunts
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Figure 4. Annual catch statis
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Figure 5. Annual catch statistics for walrus harvested by Nunavik Inuit

=1
180 . N=1355
160 4 152
£ & 140
ek 3 120 . *
;‘5 e * 108
[~
2~ 100 Jog []
L. Y *
- T
a ¥ 4 ¥ F
; < 60 |1 5 54 %
<3 [ A L 5
v A * * %
46 J ;‘ . 28 /
l ] -] * 25 ]
20 4 [ o ]
|4 11 4 ]
0 . . . . l] . . ] —i < A 2 =
[ 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 B4 85 8 87 88 89 g0 91 g2
SANYDAD Yt QEIAC
Year of Harvest
JPPLDAS
Legend ,
* DAL Dt g tedet Atorl M AL A3
pa e A B INAP < _ape
Minimum harvest number
D CP /L= P sL5CAGS
Data source - N.H.R.C.
g‘bbr‘-H‘)a—‘ a.edot AL MENHRC
Data source - D.F.0/Anguvigag
‘bDP“\‘Jo“ a e et A‘rL‘L‘*AL‘Ao-'d‘ﬂd“c“-Q‘J&\L“

Data source - Anguvigaq

5 5 [3 . c . LY. LY L1
Data source - D.F.0, bBARN D o tedet A%eLY, ANAL

Data SOUYCE'D.F~O./K.H.G. sbbr"‘\‘}q“ o “e-get /\.'O“L\LC“ AL‘Ard‘ﬂ‘/LPA*!errL‘ BeLNE

BERADe atedet AeLMSALACAACEAAY bacclc el

LT TN ) ) ey (L S

Data source - D.F.0./Makivik/K.R.G. I‘EDPH‘D&‘ a"edet ArLMS ALSAodfe

Data source - D.F.0/Communities

19



a A“eNPLNS DPPDNS

Ao AN e &S PLISA oS
1992-dn=5J AL DA S5 Pede,
A5%aN* opa & AcbebSLC Lipe
PedNesne Pe. oL CPdAGC
JANCD RN bR (D o565 Cl%a
Ab< NP AP DG 5D
ALUA<I NG d*L> va.c*o AP ~oS,
badr*lo*l D€ 5% L ACDBC* >g¢
Ac ™ bbArEDIGE CANPeD™dS A

CLDda Aa. AP bondbig™>gt,
B AL odCPIrd%ie "t R
Ao ASCD < A b4V s dsh D>

DPP—L™ & sd. dAYNe® Ac™eo¢
POYD b CH > a-d ™0, CLOL b Nigb<
AoL<dd AaAdPYCLYYPNe Ac™eo-®
d /L~ Ae"oHddABAM S,

qeGJCLIYD NS 4= CD Lo
As*aclLbhN® APl LD e,
brLEP 0" o ACNYY 549N
<L Ac ™o L. CB%BCOAsC

PLLONDD ¢ pac*e CALANLS
QPP 5B CIAND>ANS
PP eclPdb“c b Codea L.
Aa ASANe® Ach"CDdHsC
PaDY b NCDAo ALA<Q Nd*0°
AONED>=ed® LY 1993-, AcDN<sM<
oa.c¥o PULINS sa T LBAAS,
A% 5 <N PPN do-“5 (H.FTA))
APLIS Gl ALSA 4 NdS Aa ASNSNS
DGL%brAN® BbAAD N "
barbAC* " NorY, dDA*a P Noe®
A e PLEM 0 L oCh b1
<4“crVL<o". AALPSD 2™ Ctdd
b HCCAT™E CQa Ach“CPAN®
Ab<Y o <L PNotLd¢ Q% GJCL¢Y P No®
4 P<B Db "LS dDA%a. P NePNC.

Al ® LoacTo PLLDMNC
L 5/ D<€ 5%5c 1993-1
Ac Cnb Do “Co A o
(A=d<4>MNCDoAo™L) Lb AN,

Ab5%edN® TP e-<dAN Y N YN

(HETA) oacclNJ® Ab<SPc <™
AoA° o?PCCPBCO° NP Lo ot
ba/d P, AP AL NELP©
A K AT, bLIMS> b e AN Pe

SUMMARY

Cooperation by community representatives
during the 1992 season was generally high, with
all but two communities participating in this
years study providing harvest data both for wal-
rus and beluga, Despite success in establishing
a cooperative management structure between
D.F.O. and respective communities, inconsis-
tencies or absence of some data highlight the
need for further effort in this regard. Continuity
within and between years in both format for
data collection and personnel is essential.
Turnover in respondants, within the study peri-
od, providing data for weekly reports resulted in
some innacuracies.

Annual reports were generally poor, provid-
ing little relevant information and in several
cases were completed by persons other than
designated community respondants thereby
compounding inconsistencies. A training pro-
gram funded by D.EO. held in March of 1993,
involving community agents, representatives of
the Nunavik Hunting, Fishing and Trapping
Association (H.F.T.A.) and D.F.O. personnel

‘targetted the collection of data, preparation of

reports and updates. It is anticipated that infor-
mation from this workshop will facilitate future
annual report preparation. Moreover the
involvement of community agents and/or the
1993 incorporation of the H.F.T.A. at the
regional level will help ensure a continuity of
elected Inuit personnel mandated, amongst
other things, to deal with management and har-
vesting of beluga and wairus.

International pressure from various animal
rights groups for strict harvest regulation of bel-
uga stocks continues to threaten subsistence
harvest demand by Inuit. Of particular concern
to Inuit is lobby pressure directed at member
countries participating to the International
Whaling Commission (LW.C.) to ban the har-
vesting of small cetaceans, including beluga
whales and narwhal. Equally important is the
recent formulation of the North Atlantic Marine
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Mammal Commission (N.A.M.M.C.Q.). One
objective for N.AMM.C.O. identified by the
founding member countries (Norway, Faroe
Islands, Greenland and Iceland) is to have
“responsibility” regarding seals and small
cetaceans involving a “rational approach to
marine mammal management”. Canada and
Russia have been invited to become members
although to date no official position, at least by
Canada, has been taken. Implications of
N.AM.M.C.O.’s role on the harvesting of small
cetaceans by Inuit are unidentified however the
continuing need for accurate baseline data
including catch statistics, population dynamics,
stock distinction etc. of beluga whales inhabit-
ing waters bordering northern Quebec is obvi-
ous. Co-management of the resources involving
Inuit and D.F.O. will permit formulation of
sound management decisions and substantiated
responses to international critics.
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Spelling List of Nunavik Toponyms

Current Name
Ungava Bay

Kangirsualujjuaq

Kuujjuag

Tasiujaqg

Aupaluk

Kangirsuk

Hudson Strait

Quartaq

Kangirsujuaq

Salluit

vujivik

Hudson Bay

Akulivik
Puvirnituq

Inujjuaq

Umiujaq

Kuujjuaraapik

Previous Name

Kangigsualujjuag,
George River,

Port Nouveau
Quebec

Fort Chimo

Leaf Bay; Baie-aux-
Feuilles

Payne Bay; Baie-
aux-Feuilles

Quagtaq, Koartac

Wakeham Bay;
Kangigsujuag;
Maricourt

Saglouc; Sugluk

lvugivik

Cape Smith
Povungnituk

Port
Harrison;Inukjuaq,
Inoucdjouac

Great Whale River;
Poste-de-la-
Baleine
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Corporation of the Northern
Village of Kangiqsualujjuaq

Gilles Chantigny

Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Champlain Harbour Station

P.O. Box 15,500

Quebec, Quebec

G1K7Y7

Gilles,

Here are the information about Beluga
Whales.

in the summer of 1992, the Beluga Whale
was seen here.

inJuly 20, 1992, between Tunugalik and
Kangigsualujjuaq, the Belugas were seen and
they don't know how many and where they
were headed.

In july 20, 1992, in the mouth of Mucrailik,
the belugas (Females) were seen but not
known how many and where they were head-
ed.

In August 21, 1992, in Akilasaluk one belu-

.gawasseen by ThomasBaron. . ...

In August 25, 1992, in the mouth of
Kangigsualujjuaq at Ekigasaut one grey belu-
ga was seen going near Korak River and not
known how many belugas there were.

InSeptember 1, 1992, a beluga was sighted
in Tasiujaluk one late evening and due to the
darkness, it was hard to know how many belu-
gathere were.

October 16, 1992, Beluga was seen in the
mouth of Kangiqsualujjuag and not known
what kind and where it was headed.

Hf you need more information, call me any-
time.
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Kuujjuaq Annual Report

To: Tommy Iqaluk
Inukjuaqg, Quebec
MPO/DFO

in summer of 1892 june, July, August and
September we have seen these belugas all
summer.

32 Belugas sighted in 3 month fune, July,
September. These Belugas were not caught,
justsighted.

At the month of September 3 were har-
vested white male at the mouth of Kuujjuag.

inthe 3 months from mid June to late
September, 32 whales were seen in the no-kill
zone around Mucralic/Tuktutuk. No hunting
was done in this area.

June 19/92

1 young grey approximately 2 years old
caught near Black Point,

Sept. 16/92

1 white male adult caught at mouth of
Koksoak River.

Sept. 23/92

1 white male adult caught at mouth of
Koksoak River.

No other information received on harvest.

No whales were reported as shot and lost
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Tasiujag Annual Report
To: D.F.O.

From: Report of the year harvest for
1992 in Tasiujag

We started at the end of June, we have
worked on beluga harvesting informing D.F.O.
office in Inukjuaq by telephone every Friday.
Beluga harvesting (conservation) was slow
due to long winter. The ice eventually left late
inthe season. Wedidn’tsee awhaleinJune. In
July one whale was seen in the middle of
Tasiujag. There was whales seen in August but
it was a close season for whale hunting and it
was close. September, October and November
and no harvest was respected for Beluga
whales after August no whales were seen. This
is what | have to say, | hope you understand it.
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Aupaluk Report

December 14, 1992
My report of activities starting in July

| went hunting in July and almost every-
where | went | saw people hunting walrus by
boat.

{ also heard that some hunters were catch-
ing walrus around the Island Akpatok. Around
6 groups from different communities were
hunting by boat in the Ungava Bay. | heard
them talking to each other by HF radios.

| was camping at the bend of an inlet
(Kangirsuk?)

Ithen went back to Aupaluk on the 10th of
August. | was one of the people looking for
whales but we didn’t find any.

In Aupaluk | saw people building new
houses. | didn’t go out hunting afterwards
since it was so windy most of the time.

We didn’t go hunting at all in September
since we were too busy doing odd jobs in the
community and besides the weather didn't
permitit. Itwasn’tavery good month to hunt
whales in Aupaluk.

In October, | was occupied with many dif-
ferent activities and hunting caribou and fish-
ing in lakes. This was a very busy month.

In November, we took out our ski-doos and
went fishing in lakes and rivers. We also hunt-
ed a few ptarmigan. The Municipal Council
had some ptarmigan for the peopie.

We didn’t go out hunting whales again.
There are many activities in the community in
this season like the election of a Recreation
Committee. We are also wearing winter
clothes at this time.

27



%
[
Y

- A

dec JCDN™: b5
d¥SICL BN

Mimi Breton

DFO

Northern Quebec Area
and Native Affairs
Quebec, (Quebec)

G1K 7Y7<oT P SLAS
AP CPP<Ib e C bNLoncD<52¢
<Al LeAd; DPCCD e DN2® A 0% o€
APJMNT P L¢P Db bda ANT5NC
ASENBAN® DL erps P SLe
o e P Pe ot

CLl%a DPChH oS¢
P sl 2% ®da ANHJ A o%0f
Ac ™0 "L DLMD™ b AP o¢
AN AN P LA PoAM gt
oY AJLT AP JPNT AL L¢Co®
bNAAAN® DPDPI o PPePoddet.
Ar A AS A o AS 4P eS¢
P SUPD ™ da A SN QL5 AN ASPD*
AALSNSPS DPB IS atle™<acrine.
Ac e AN AP S =S
PSPPI ATHAPN® bo ALMC
CALA B DB 54K, P do- A Ah e D ¥©
P SUAD oY LM D0,

bNLoT AZASC, bAP D <DJ oo &€
bNLA S o® G-l 5 LB AN bI»bNA*LC

bRl DbbNPY<AC
oAl AL C <L 4bJtnr
P oL AP LD Tfhoc  pLer

P sL*e oD ¥ Po™ 0"

DPCSCHPND® N dC™ QA N5
Aclo® L°PAoS <ADérdloen’)of
IA AL D50 Poeoslieo® (Cdblo®
bPArLLAL AN 5P P 5%5 ¢
P s Choat P sUAPN“Hd dL
P obiaDNTad. Cod<d 4P DA 4L 5
ASAJAPYANE C®PeLl. ASAPH b
2o D ~¢ C®PeLT LPA
PaDbLC™ oo ¢ bRL®*do ",
AlPdc e <° gpdonr POYAn I
CoPeLI. 4 bCO0FS Cdb Mo

KANGIRSUK YEARLY REPORT

Mimi Breton

DFO

Northern Quebec Area
and Native Affairs
Quebec, (Quebec)
GIK7Y7

As the result of June beluga management
meeting held in Kuujjuag; it was decided by
people present that August would be the clo-
sure for hunting whales for Ungava endagered
population.

The decision we took for the closure was
not at all appreciated by the people of
Kangirsuk since they do most of the whale
blubber during the month of August and muk-
tuk preservation for winter supply. Majority of
the people accepted the closure and few were
concern that they won't get supply they need
for the winter. There were some who were
asking if it was alright to hunt anyways, but
still respecting the closure.

Assoon as we return from the meeting, we
met Municipal Council and the Hunter Support
Program committee to discuss purpose project
and the August closure for the Ungava
Endanger Whale Population.

It was decided that Lasa Kotak would goto
two families already camping in the area if
they were interested to monitor whale sighted
or got during the ascribe period, and during
the closure. They accept the assignment did
the monitoring for period of one month. Then
they were ask to stop monitoring for period of
one month until Makivik receive funding from
the government. Then theystartagainin
month of August to September for period of
another one month. They record all sighted
withthe formthathasbeenprepare by Makivik
Research department. You can obtain the
forms from Mr. Stas Olpinski, Makivik Research
Department.

It was very very late spring break-up here in
Kangirsuk so there were only few whale sight-
ed this summer. The ice only left at the end of
June which usually go in the middle of June.
So the whales which usually pass in June and
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early july didn’t go by this summer. And we
didn’t have whales staying up the river this
summer. There were few that went up but
they went out again.

This year was or seem like the first time
that there were two whale sighted in
September 12 entering to the river, mother
and yearling. The person who saw them didn’t
know that he was allow to kill them so he did-
n't bother.

in October the boat went to Quaqgtaq to
hunt whales and two by plane to try to get sup-
plies for the winter. They oniy got three, male,
female andyearling. Therewere lots of whales
migrating south but the wind and weather
were not good for hunting.

Inukjuaq Multi-disciplinary officers and
Moses Nowawalk faithfully ask forreport
every week each Friday as indicated in there
weekly Nunavik Beluga Whale and Walrus
Harvest Study Forms.

Since this year was very late break up which
make the monitoring more difficult and alter
whale migrating north in way different than
previous years, it would be more certain and
appropraite to have second year research
done of the whale migrating pattern, I suggest
thenthat Department of Fisheries and Ocean
make money available for 1993 summer
research monitoring whales.
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Kangirsujuaq Annual Report

June 1, 1992

There was no open water since there was a
lot of ice during the whole month of June. No
one saw a single whale in the month of June.

July 4 - There is still much ice but there is
some open water and whales are sighted, 12
ofthem - 1 is caught and 11 got away by peo-
ple of Kangirsujuaq. And again 12 are seeen
and 1iscaughtand 11 gotaway by people who
are camping at Kangirsuapik. And then those
who have been camping shot two (2) whales.
They didn‘t want to tell me where they shot it.
They have been hunting at Tupirvikallak.

And people who are camping across
Kangirsujuaq saw 2 whales and caught them .
They didn’t want to tell me where they were
and they didn‘t tell me how many of them
there were,

July 9 - People staying (camping) across
Kangirsujuaq caught 3 whales and didn‘t want
to tell me how many they saw.

14 sighted in Kangirsuapik (2)
15 sighted in Kangirsuapik (6) - difficult
_18sighted in Kangirsuapik 1is caught

27 sighted across Kangirsujuaq, they
caught but didn‘t want to tell me about them

People camping at Tupirvikallak caught 2
but didn‘t want to tell me how many they saw

Also people camping at Akulivik across
Kangirsujuaq caught two (2)

August 5 - People camping across
Kangirsujuaq in Akulivik caught 1 and didn‘t
want to tell me how many they saw

August 11 - 2 caught in Akulivik - didn't say
how many they saw

October 9 - Kangirsujuaqg 20 whales seen
and 4 are caught

October 15 - 2 seen and 2 caught in
Kangirsujuaq

October 22 - The water is very rough and 2
whales are caught are caught by nets in
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1992 Salluit Yearly Report

December 8, 1992

Hi Moses,

There are the beluga harvest study that |
was working on here in Salluit, starting from
June to end of November.

Salluit harvested up to 17 beluga this year.
Our quota for 1992 was 30, so if we harvest
more beluga in 1992, | will make sure that |
report them, because sometimes peopie catch
beluga in winter.

This fall the weather is unusual, compared
to the past fall.

Next time | have to do harvest study, | will
make sure that | do a better job.

It was a pleasure to work with you all.

Thank you very much,
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1992 Akulivik Yearly Report
December 12, 1992

Subject; Year ending report, D.F.O. agent
in Akulivik.

This year in Akulivik 1991 in the begining
of the spring the people held a meeting con-
cerning the harvesting of Beluga Whale. The
people came to an agreement saying instead
of going to Nastapoka River to harvest Beluga
in the month of August they would harvest
only in the fall season and only in the Akulivik
area and further north.

The people did just what they said and our
reports show the people harvested only in the
month of October even for the walrus.

# of Beluga Whale harvested ............. 16
#of Walrus harvested.........cccvvveenneennn. 5

Details can be taken at the Municipal
Office in Akulivik or D.F.O. Office in Inujjuagq.

-~ Akulivik

dde 4\’

L CO% pbace® QT AMLS

c.c.. Municipal Office

.33



-e W

IeGICL@YDPN L Ao LI D
Pe L CDYAGC
JAACDEA G5

Gilles Chantigny

Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans
c.p. 15,500

Quebec, City Quebec

G1K7K7

PAdACD <D™ 2 <Me DSLetLC
Aa.A<PP %0 <o A, 1992
Bradila YNsd P sSLYDaYAecs
" C>bD d Lo,

Ao APPb< P <o < A/92-T
ASLAAT PCLDSNPNSS boad® o "CObP<
d*LC Lo dos'cdS AL ACD YT
ALADOT® P HL5ANY CSal AL 5
CocL%o" Asotla®c® P slAN®

A Ad 5 AC CdrdeDlLsge <L
CdPdc ANt P olie® QoG ¢
DNeSAM®. AP b gt ¥eD®
L. A<bSGo .

Aa A AdPebs P < o < A/92-T
bbb c [ 15-TAES PPoLo® Ao <l ¢
dCB P Aostlnan P SLCH <A,
AT AMDC P HLAS CdYheC CAda
<d-L > 47 0e AP (D oDt
ACPPYOA" Do LY boad™® o ™q_|c
PN D& LbADAND Ao,

A AdPPbs PO <o D JN/92-
FBAPCTE AN BIA® ALSCD Scd*
MO PST <L 5 Sa %D bPo. Coa.
PP L P D% P PP b Ce P~ QL 5
ADBColo.

Aa APPP< D%edoe D JN/92-T
bAPct PId™ Po sl PDadrc DI
a."C>bP<  d %56 C«LSDAsC.
AN 5% LM C Qe s oL C 5%
DrCbPL*DC 4t 5 Cheoope
boADLYC PbrCLN®, b ot
d*a_ Ao-"L* T bDAN</PL*rDc, ¢YCLS
Coe-bL=56¢ bl <c
P S dd e <" CLSANY. A
43N 3% L C Qe 3L C 5

Yearly Inukjuaq Report on Beluga
and Walrus Harvest HuntGilles
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Department of Fisheries and Oceans
c.p. 15,500

Quebec City, Quebec
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lce break-up came around first and second
week of july, 1992 at which time canoe were
able to go hunting beluga in some area at
Nastapoka estuary.

Last second week of July/92 3 or 4 canoce
went near Nastapokariver and caught one
adolescent female and 5 adults which many
more were seen and more whales were sight-
ed on their way back. There were no other
wounded or lost,

Last week of July/92 at Kuurajaakallak
about 15 miles south of Inukjuag 1 adult belu-
ga was caught. There were few beluga seen at
the time and none other were wounded which
only one canoe was on his way back home
from hunting.

First week of August/92 Qairulik boat was
then towed to the water after it had been

..painted and few mechanical repaired.. It was

rather very late due do cold weather and
weather permitting.

Second week of August/92 Qairulik boat
set to go for beluga whales hunting to
Nastapoka river estuary. They caught 5 beluga
whales. Their sex are not noted and colours.
Number of whales lost are notreported.
Where were also 4 or 5 canoe went beluga
whales huntinginwhich 4 beluga were caught.
Again, sex and number of whales lost were not
reported. Of course there were many more
whales were seen and nothing seen on way
back..

Second week of September/92 new boat
(Kakivak) which is community boat had arrived
to Inukjuaq from Nova Scotia, this mean future
harvest hunt for beluga and walrus will be
greatly considered.

Therefore, second last week of
September/92 two (2) community boats pre-
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SH&An 27, 1992

pared to depart walrus hunting for Ottawa
Island and Sleepers Islands. September 26,
departed for Ottawa Islands and arrived the
same day during the night. There was no wal-
rus sighted during three (3) days.

September 29, they decided to go for
sleepers islands but during the afternoon wind
gottoostrongand decided to anchor at waters
Islands overnight. September 30, departed for
sleepers Islands and arrived around 23:00 hr.
During 4 days weather had been too strong for
walrus hunting and had to wait for clearing.

October 5, wentwalrus hunting and caught
5walrus. 3 females and 2 males. After cutting
up the meat went anchored atsame place
which the wind was too strong and rough. 4
adult and 1 juvenile lost due to sudden strong
wind around at 30 to 60 knots. Had to spend
another night.

October 7, went back to Inukjuaq.

Note: Marked beluga and walrus harvest
datasheet zero have nothing to
reporton.

Recommendation:

Harpooning beluga and walrus before the
kill is always the case, but it would be more

—feasible ifit can be put away in a safe place

where it will not be lost before killing
anotherone.

November 27, 1992
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