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SUMMARY

Introduction

There 1is considerable concern that hydrocarbon development activities in the
Beaufort Sea may result in adverse environmental impacts. Because of these
concerns and the recognized uncertainties associated with environmental impact
assessment, there is a clear need for an envirommental research and monitoring
program that is fully integrated with future exploration and development
plans. In response to this need, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC)
and Environment Canada have initjated a program called the Beaufort
Environmental Monitering Project (BEMP).

The long-term objective of BEMP is to provide INAC and Environment Canada with
the technical basis for design, operation and evaluation cof a comprehensive
and defensible environmenta)l research and monitoring program to accompany
phased hydrocarbon development in the Beaufort Sea. This report is the
product of a series of steps aimed at meeting the immediate objective of
providing INAC and Environment Canada with a research and monitoring plan that:

1) addresses those impacts that could be most significant if they
preurred;

2) is based on the bhest current understanding of industrial development
scenarios and ecological processes;

3) has the capability to respond to changing industrial development
scenarios and new information regarding ecotogical processes in the
region; and

4) represents the majority viewpoint of a broad range of disciplinary
spectalists  with the necessary experience in  research  and

environmental management in the Beaufort Sea.
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During 1983-84, BEMP proceeded through an initia) workshop, a series of
technical meetings and a second workshop. UOevelopment of & gimulation model
was initiated in the first workshop (May 16-20, 1983), The model was Tater
refined during several discipline-specific technical meetings. A series of
impact hypotheses were generated through the process of refinement, and later
evaluated at a second workshop held from November 28 to December 2, 1583.
Participants at these workshops and technical meetings included experts from
industry, government, universities and the consulting community.

pefinition of Menitoring

Monitoring was defined as the repetitive measurement of variables to detect
changes directly or indirectly attributable to @& specific development
activity. The primary purpose of monitoring dis to determine ¢ausal
relationships between development activities and environmental effects.
Understanding of the causes of these offects can then be used to plan
appropriate mitigative responses. In the context of BENMP, monitoring is not
surveillance or a part of the regulatory process used to ensure that industry
meets the environmental terms and conditions of its operating permits.
Monitoring is a scientific process, designed to test specific hypotheses
Yinking sources of environmental impact (actions) to their expression in the
biophysical environment.

Research is a test of a system proCess hypothesis, or baseline measurements.
In BEMP, research will only be proposed if the existing level of understanding
is inadequate to: (1) differentiate issues from non-issues; Or (2) predict

the direction of change.
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Valued Ecosystem Components

The Valued Ecosystem Component (VEC) concept described by Beanlands and
Duinker (1983) was adopted in BEMP to aid in the definition of impact
signficance. VECs were defined as resources or environmental features that
are: (1) fmportant to Jocal human populations; or (2) have national or
inter- national profiles; and (3) if altered from their extsting status, will
be dmportant in evaluating the impacts of development and in focusing
management or regulatory policy.

Approach

Development of the research and monitoring plans described in this report was
accomplished by proceeding through the following steps:

1) ddentification of Valued Ecosystem Components;
2) review of probable industrial development scenarios:
3) definition of the study area;

4)  definition of the temporal horizon for monitoring;

[4]
—

identification of impact hypotheses that relate development
activities to VECs;

6) preliminary screening of dimpact hypotheses for validity, relevance,
and credibility;

7) evaluation of impact hypotheses; and

8)  definition of research and monitoring programs necessary to test
valid impact hypotheses,
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Completion of these steps was accomplished through the use of the techniques
and methods of Adaptive Environmental Assessment and Management (AEAM). This
approach involves development of a simulation model describing relationships
between development activities and the biophysical environment. The process
forces workshop participants to think in inter-disciplinary, quantitative,
dynamic terms about the possible interactions between the development and the

environment,

The simulation model is composed of numercus Tinkages that connect the
development activities to the VECs (see flowchart in back cover pocket). An
impact hypothesis can be defined by tracing through a set of Tinkages from
development activities to a VEC. Some hypotheses are straightforward and
involve only one or two linkages, while others must encompass complex food web
interactions. Each hypothesis was ¢ritically evaluated by a working group,
and a monitoring/research strategy was proposed in those cases where the
hypothesis was considered both valid and worth testing,

Recommended Research and Monitoring

A summary of the recommended research and monitoring related to the 19
hypotheses that were evaluated in detail during the second BEMP workshop is
provided below. At present, new research programs are recommended for five of
these hypotheses, with all of these research needs relating to marine mammal
populations in the Beaufort Sea. Most of these research programs are aimed ati
providing a better understanding of the factors affecting the distributien of
whales and seals in this region, Support of existing research on polar bear
detection and deterrents is also recommended. Other research activities are
considered necessary if future industrial development scenarios include the
coenstruction of major solid-fill causeways along the Yukon c¢oast and/or

Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula,
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The initiation of new monitoring programs is recommended in relation to four
of the 19 hypotheses evaluated during the second workshop. These monitoring
programs are directed at hypotheses dealing with the potential impacts of
industry facilities and activities on bowhead whales and the white whale
harvest, the effects of chronic oi1 releases on bird populations, and the
potential uptake of hydrocarbons and tainting of fish within Tuktoyaktuk
harbour, Continuation and revision of existing white whale and polar bear
monitoring programs is also encouraged, while other monitoring would be
dependent on the results of recommended research programs.

Hypothesis 1: Ship traffic, seismic programs and active offshore '
platforms/artificial islands will cause a reduction in the
western Arctic population of bowhead whales.

VEC: Bowhead whale
Conclusion: The hypothesis is valid and testable.
Research: Summer/winter energy balance dynamics; distribution of food

supply; acoustical behaviour monitoring methods.

Monitoring: Annual distribution of bowheads and behavioural responses
to industry activities/facilities; reproductive success;
ambient noise monitoring.
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Hypothesis 2: (a) Offshore structures will reduce the white whale
harvest;
(b} Frequent icebreaker traffic in the landfast ice will
increase harvest;
{¢) Open water ship traffic in the Mackenzie estuary will
alter white whale distribution and lead to changes in
harvest Tevels; and L
(d) Inuit employment in the industry will change the white 4
whale harvest, ]

YEC: White whale

Conclusion: The hypothesis is:

(a} Unlikely

{b) Unlikely

(c) Valid and testable
(d) Valid and testable

Research: Factors controlling distribution of white whales in
Niakunak and Kugmallit bays.

Monitoring: Annual  monitoring of regicnal Tlandfast ice extent,
distribution and breakup; continuation and revision of
existing white whale monitoring program.

Hypothesis 3: Marine vessel activities, seismic activities, dredging
operations, aircraft overflights and active offshore
platforms/ islands will reduce the size of ringed and
bearded seal populations,

VEC: Ringed and bearded seals

Conclusion: The hypothesis is valid, but would either be hard to detect ﬁ
or not worth testing {see text). 4

Research: None

Monitoring: None




Hypothesis 4:

VEC:

Conglusion:

Research:

Monitoring:

Hypothesis 5:

VEC:
Conclusion:

Research:

Monitoring:

(xxvi)

Increased frequency of icebreaker traffic (a}l through
landfast ice and {b)} through Amundsen Gul1f will reduce
ringed seal pup production,

Ringed seal

The hypothesis is (a) unlikely and not worth testing and
{b) valid and testable,

Further analysis of seal samples collected near Holman
Island (1971-19%82) in relation to Amundsen Guif ice
conditions; ice stabjlity research,

Dependent on research results: aerial photography of
icebreaker traffic/ice regime in Amundsen Gulf; possible
remote sensing of ringed seal birth lairs,

Icebreaker traffic in the transition {shear) zone will
reduce bearded seal pup production.

Bearded seal
The hypothesis is valid, but would be too hard to detect.

Bearded seal vocalization rates in control area and area
exposed to icebreaker traffic (low priority).

None




Hypothesis 6:

YEC:

Conclusion:

Research:

Monitoring:

Hypothesis

VEC:

Canclusion:

Research:

Monitoring:

Hypothesis

VEC:

Conclusion:

Research:

Monitoring:

(xxvii)

Tcebreaker traffic in Amundsen Gulf will affect the ringed
seal and polar bear populations,

Ringed seal, polar bear

The hypothesis is unlikely.

Data on ice cover and seal (prey) populations {1971-1983)
should be examined for corretations between population
parameters and annual ice conditions,

Not at present time; pending evaluation of research resulis,

The presence of active facilities will result in increased
polar bear mortality.

Polar bear
The hypothesis is valid.
None

Existing peolar bear monitoring and deterrent programs
should be supported and improved,

Offshore hydrocarbon development activities will reduce the
harvest of polar bears,

Polar bear (harvest)
The hypothesis is unlikely.
None

Mone




Hypothesis

VEC:

Conclusion:

Research:

Monitoring:

Hypothesis

VEC:

Conclusion:

Research:

Monitoring:

10:
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Chronic (episodic) oil spills resulting from normal
petroleum hydrocarbon development activities will cause
localized mortality of polar bears.

Polar bear

The hypothesis s valid.

Support of existing research on polar bear detection and
deterrents.

Nonhe

Chronic (episodic) o0il spills resulting from normal
petroleum development activities will cause localized bird
mortality.

Birds

The hypothesis is valid,

None,

Regular observation of bird abundance, distribution and

mortality at shorebases and offshore islands by trained
on-5ite personnel.




Hypothesis

VEC:

Conclusion:

Research:

Monitoring:

Hypothesis

VEC:

Conclusion:

Regsearch:

Monitoring:

11:

12:

{xix)

041 slicks in open water areas around offshore structures
during periods of ice cover will cause increased mortality
of eiders and diving ducks.

Eiders and diving ducks

The hypothesis is valid, but not worth testing.

Naone

None

Frequent low level aircraft f1ights over staging brant will
cause increased overwinter mortality.

Brant
The hypothesis is invalid.
None

None
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Hypothesis 13: Shorebases and shallow water production facilities will
release (a) hydrocarbons and (b) heavy metals at sufficient
tevels such that fish harvest will be reduced through
tainting and heavy metal accumuTations.

VEC: Fish (harvest)

Conclusion: The hypothesis is {a) valid and testable and (b} unlikely,

Research: None unless monitoring shows tainting, and then research
would be required to identify source,

Monitoring: Time-series measurements of hydrocarbons in  fish from
Tuktoyaktuk harbour; possible taste testing and caged fish
programs,

Hypothesis 14: Nearshore structures will disrupt the nearshore band of warm
brackish water and reduce the broad whitefish population.

VEC: Broad whitefish

Conclusion: The hypothesis is valid and testable,

Research: If a major nearshore structure is proposed: development of

a numerical model of nearshore temperature variability;
Taboratory and modelling studies of fish growth and
fecundity.

Monitoring: If a major nearshore structure is proposed: measurements of
temperature, salinity, currents and wind; possible tagging
of broad whitefish,




Hypoth&SiS

VEC:

Conclusion:

Research:

Monitoring:

Hypothesis

VEC:

Concluysion:

Regsearch:

Monitoring:

Hypothesis

VEC:

Conclusion:

Research:

Monitoring:

15

16:

17:

{uxxi)

Nearshore structures will disrupt tha nearshore band of warm
brackish water and reduce the Alaskan population of Arctic
cisco.

Arctic cisco

The hypothesis is valid and testable.

1f a major nearshore structure 1% proposed: research
defining the migratory habitats of Mackenzie River stocks
of Arctic cisco, and their contribution to the Alaskan
stock: other research identified in relation to Hypothesis
14.

same as Hypothesis 14.

The construction of shorebases and shallow production fields
will result in a decrease in the population of Arctic cisco.

Arctic cisco
The hypothesis i3 untikely and not worth testing.
None

None

Water intakes will reduce populations of broad whitefish
and Arctic ¢isco.

Broad whitefish, Arctic cisco
The hypothesis 18 unlikely and not worth testing,
None

Nonhe

I

o e g0l e

P L g o KT

T

e g g ST SR,




(axxii)

Hypothesis 18: Air emissions associated with aircraft and marine traffic;
and operation of drill rigs, offshore platforms and shore-
bases will adversely affect air guality.

VEC: Air quality

Conclusion: The hypothesis is unlikely,

Research: None

Monitoring: None {see text)

Hypothesis 19: Dredging and deposition of s5poils will reduce benthic
invertebrate, fish and bearded seal populations.

VEC: Bearded seal

Conclusion: The hypothesis is valid and testable,

Research: None

Monitoring: Site-specific monitoring 1is  recommended in  areas of

potential concern (see text),
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PREFACE

The restricted objectives of the teaufort Environmental Monitoring Project
should be emphasized,  The intent of the project is not to provide
recommendations for a definitive research program which would address all the
syndamental knowledge gaps that exist in the Beaufort region, The cost of
acquiring these data would be very high and may still fail to address the
issues which finally emerge as those of regulatory and public concern. The
objective of BEMP is to identify and implement those research and monitoring
activities which are considered necessary for the responsible management of a
phased development of Beaufort Sea hydrocarbons, through the administration of
the relevant legislation administered by INAC, The specific focus and
objectives of BEMP should not detract from an overall recognition of our
fundamental knowledge gaps in the Beaufort. Encouragement and support should
be given to those agencies with responsibilities to conduct research programs
which reflect their particular mandate in this region,

Navid P. Stone
Northern Environmental Protection Branch

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
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INTRODUCTION

There 1is considerable concern that adverse envirenmental impacts may occur in
the Beaufort Sea as a result of hydrocarbon development activities. \While
there has been a large expenditure of time and money in the production and
review of the Beaufort $Sea - Mackenzie Delta Envirommental Impact Statement
(Dome Petroleum et at, 1982), many concerns persist because of the recognized
difficulties and uncertainties associated with environmental impact
assessment. In the Beaufort, these difficulties are compounded by the tack of
experience with some of the innovative technologies proposed, and the Timited
experience of the petroleum industry in the offshore Arctic. Due to these
remaining concerns and uncertainties, particularly in the context of Beaufort
Sea hydrocarbon development, there 1is a clear need for an environmental
research and monitoring program that is fully integrated with the exploration
and development scenario. In response to this need, Indian and Northern
Affairs Canada (INAC) and Environment Canada have initiated a program called
the Beaufort Environmental Monitoring Project (BEMP),

Long-Term Objective

The long-term objective of BEMP s to provide Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada and Environment Canada with the technical basis for design, operation
and evaluation of a comprehensive and defensible environmental research and
monitoring program to accompany hydrocarbon development activities in the
Beaufort Sea region.

To meet this objective adegquately, the monitoring program must include the
following features:

1} determination of the most significant environmental resources and
features likely to be affected by development;

2} formulation and testing of impact hypotheses and predictions;




3) recommendation of mitigative measures and c¢ontinual evaluation of
their success; and

4)  adaptability of future research and menitoring to reflect new

information, ddentified data gaps, and changes in the development
scenario,

Immediate Objective

This report is the product of a series of steps aimed at meeting the immediate
objective of providing INAC and Environment Canada with a plan for initiating
research and monitoring activities. Therefore, most of this report consists
of descriptions of the elements of a defensible approach to research and
menitoring, Prior to considering those elements, we have included a detailed
description of the methods used throughout this program, since the nature of
our recommendations have been heavily influenced by these methods.

To date, BEMP has proceeded through an initial workshop, & series of technical
meetings and a second werkshop, During the first workshop (May 16 to 20,
1983), development of a simulation model was initiated. The model was later
refined during a series of technical meetings which followed the first
workshop, A series of impact hypotheses was ogenerated through the refinement
process, and later evaluated at the second workshop held from November 28 to
December 2, 1983, Since the focus of this project is monitoring, strategies
emnloyed for industrial developments elsewhere in the world, such as the use
of "Biolegical FEarly Warning Systems", were also briefly discussed and
evaluated at the second workshop. The advantages, disadvantages and
principles behind these other approaches to environmental monitoring are
summarized in Appendix I of this report, The names, affiliations and research
interests of workshop participants are identified in Appendix 1I.




METHODS
pefinitions
Impact Hypotheses

Fundamental to the methods used in this project is the concept of an impact
hypothesis,  Simply stated, an impact hypothesis is a statement that 1inks
development activities with their potential environmental effects. Without a
statement of relevant impact hypotheses to guide it, a monitoring program may
become a directionless effort in data collection.

Monitoring and Research
In BEMP, monitoring is defined as a test of an impact hypothesis designed to:

(a) measure environmental impacts; and

(b) analyze cause-effect relationships.

Research is a test of & system process hypothesis, or baseline measurements.
In the context of BEMP, research will only be proposed if the existing leavel
of understanding is inadequate t0:

{a} differentiate igsues from non-1issues; or
(b) predict the direction of change.

Monitoring in this context is the repetitive measurement of variables to
detect changes directly or indirectly attributable to a specific development
activity. The primary purpose of monitoring 15 tO determine causal
relationships between development activities and environmental effects.
Understanding the causes of these effects can then be used to plan appropriate

mitigative responses. In the context of BEMP, monitoring is not surveillance




or a part of the regulatory praéess used to ensure that industry meets the
environmental terms and conditions of its operating permits. Monitoring is a
scientific process, designed to test specific hypotheses linking actigns
{sources of environmental impact) to their expression 1in the biophysical
environment.,

Valued Ecosystem Component

Following the approach described by Beanlands and Duinker (1983), the Valued
Ecosystem Component (VEC) concept was adopted in this project to aid in
definition of impact significance, VECs were defined as resources or
environmental features that:

a) are important to local human populations; or

B) have national or international profiles; and

c) tf  altered from their existing status, will be Jimportant in
evaluating the impacts of development and in focusing management or
requlatory policy.

Tasks

Development of the research and monitoring plans described in this report was
accomplished by proceeding through the following steps:

1) identification of Valued Lcosystem Components;

2)  identification of development activities;

3) jdentification of spatial extent and resclution of the model;

4)  didentification of temporal horizon and resolution of the model,




5}  ddentification of impact hypotheses that relate development
activities to VECS;

6) preliminary screening of impact hypotheses for validity, relevance,
and ¢credibility;

7)Y  evaluation of impact hypotheses; and

8} definition of research and monitoring programs necessary to test
valid impact hypotheses,

Models and Workshops

Tasks 1 to 6 (described above) were facilitated by using the techniques and
methods of Adaptive Envirommental Assessment and Management {AEAM) (Holling
1978).  This approach fdnvolves development of a simulation wmodel of the
relationships between development activities and the biophysical environment.
The modelling progcess forces workshop participants to think 1in  inter-
disciplinary, quantitative, dymamic terms about the interactions between the
development and the environment. The simulation model is a set of linkages
describing the interrelationships between the various components representing
the biophysical processes of the Beaufort Sea and the proposed development
activities. The elements of an dmpact hypothesis are defined by tracing
through a series of linkages from a given set of development activities to an
attribute or component of the environment for which there is public or
scientific concern,

The modelling process was conducted in workshops and technical meetings.
These workshops and technical meetings included experts from dindusiry,
government, universities and the consulting community (Appendix II), and were
conducted by experienced facilitators/modellers, Table I-1 shows how the
model1ing, workshops, technical meetings and reporting relate to each of the

efght fundamental tasks in the project.




TABLE I-1

TASKS AND ACTIVITIES IN MONITORING PLAN DESIGN

et

TASK

MODELLING

MEETINGS

REPORTING/DOCUMENTATIO

Identification
of VECs

Model building task

- s5¢coping
~ workshop 1

- report documenting
the VEC's prepared
for presentation at
workshop 1

Tdentification
of Development
Activities

Model building task

-~ $COping
- workshop 1
- onqgoing

- reports ¢n edach new
development scenari
are prepared as
scenario is revised

Identification
of Spatial Extent
and Resolution

Model building task

-~ §SCOping
- workshop 1
- technical meetings

- workshop 1 report
mode] description

ldentification of
Temporal Horizon
and Resolution

Model building task

- 8Loping
- workshop 1
- technical meetings

- workshop 1 report
model description

Identification of
Impact Hypotheses

Model structure
is composed of
linked impact
hypotheses

- workshops
- technical meetings

Screening of
Impact
Hypotheses

Quantification of
the Jinks elimina
ates unrealistic or
ill-specified

- technical meetings

- preliminary f)ow-
charts and state-
mants of impact
hypotheses were
prepared priar to
workshop 2, based on
the model building
programming and
analysis and dis-
cussions in tech-

hypotheses nical meetings
Evaluation of - workshop 2 - final report
Impact
Hypotheses
Definition - workshop 2 - final report

of Research/
Monitoring




Identification of VECs

A list of potential VECs, based on the perceived environmental concerns and
jssues related to Beaufort hydrocarbon development was prepared before the
first worksheop. Four sources of information were reviewed during preparation
of this Tist:

1) Volume 4 (Biological and Physical Effects), Environmental Impact
Statement for Hydrocarbon Development in the Beaufort Sea - Mackenzie
Delta Region, 1982, Prepared by Dome Petroleum Limited, Esso
Resources Canada Limited, and Gulif Canada Resources Inc.;

2) The Biological Effects of Hydrocarbon Exploration and Production
Related Activities, Disturbances and Wastes on Marine Flora and Fauna
of the Beaufort Sea Region. Beaufort Sea - Mackenzie Delta EIS
Support Document Prepared by ESL Environmental Sciences Limited,
1982, for Dome Petroleum Limited, 450 pp.;

3)  The Interim and Second (Final) Compendium of Written Submissions to
the Beaufort Sea Assessment Panel on the Dome, Guif and Esso
Environmental Impact Statement, February, 1883.;

4)  Individual submissions of the Technical Experts retained by the
Beaufort Sea Environmental Assessment Panel (Greisman 1983, Mackay
1983, Parsons 1983},

The preliminary list of VECs was reviewed at the first workshop, and as a
resylt of discussions at this time and during subsequent technical meetings,
was revised to the list shown in Table I-2., The identification of VECs is a
critical process because it (1) defines the quantities for which the
simutation model must provide predictions through time, and (2) most

importantly, Yimits the discussion of impact hypotheses and monitoring
programs to those resources and supporting biophysical processes that are of

greatest concern with respect to development in the region.




TABLE I-2

FINAL LIST OF VALUED ECOSYSTEM COMPONENTS
ADDRESSED AT THE SECOND WORKSHOP

- population, harvest, and available habitat for:

white whale * thick-billed murre
bowhead whale : brant

ringed seal * lake whitefish
bearded seal * broad whitefish
polar bear ) teast cisco
common efder * Arctic cisco

king eider * Arctic char

diving ducks
{0ldsquaw, scoters, sCaups

- air guality

ldentification of Development Activities

The development activity {acticn) is at the beginning of the causal chain
defining an impact hypothesis related to a given VEC. In identifying the
nature, extent and duration of development activities in the regicn, the
project team worked closely with the proponents of hydrocarbon development to
determine the range of activities contemplated, The activities were divided
into four major groups:

1) exploration activities and drilling associated with discovery and

delineation of o0il resevoirs:
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2)  construction of dslands and o©i1 production facilities, and the
drilling of production wells;

3) subsea pipelines and onshore gathering systems; and

4)  transportation of produced hydrocarbons within the Beaufort Region by
tankers.

The simulation model is designed to accept any number of different development
scenarios and can be modified as required when the scenario changes,
Scenarios for five different levels of development are currently included in
the model, based on information provided by Dome Petroleum Limited and
suppiemented with specific estimates contained in the 1982 Beaufort Sea
Planning Model {Dome Petroleum et al. 1982),

Identification of Spatial Extent and Resolution of the Model

The current geographic scope of the project and, therefore, the spatial extent
of the model was determined as follows, The Alaska-Yukon border was selected
as a practical western 1imit to the study area. A Tine directly west from the
northwestern tip of Banks Island was expected to encompass most possible
positions of the polar pack ice edge and, therefore, delineate the negrthern
Timit of the study area. Amundsen Gulf, considered important in terms of the
ice dynamics of the region as well as marine bird and mammal habitat, was
selected as the eastern boundary. Since the focus of BEMP s marine, the
landward extent of the study area was Tlimited to 2 km inland within the
Mackenzie Delta regicn, and the level of maximum storm surges elsewnere aiong
the coast.

Within these spatial boundaries, the study area was further subdivided into 11
spatial units on the basis of idce conditions and the influence of the

Mackenzie River turbidity plume (Figure I-1),

——-—-—
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Four ice zones were considered during the spatial bounding, The landfast jce
zone was assumed to extend to approximately the 20 m iscbath. The transition
(shear) zone was basically defined as being located between the 20 and 100 m
isobaths, although passing over much greater depths in the east (off Amundsen
Gulf-Banks Isltand) and in the west (off Mackenzie Bay and the Yukon
coastline), The polar pack was considered located seaward of the transition
zone, while Amundsen Gulf was defined as a separate ice zone because of the
expected importance of the recurring polynya in this region,

The Tocation and spatial extent of the Mackenzie River plume was also taken
into consideration during the definition of spatial subzones. Two different
conditions were recognized:

1) a situation where sustained westerly winds cause the plume to be
confined within the area bounded by the 20 m isobath; and

2) a situation where sustained easterly winds cause the plume to move
of fshore into the transition zone.

In addition, a zone shoreward of the 5 m isobath and adjacent to the Mackenzie
River Delta was separately defined as an area of sustained and major plume
influence. Within each of the 11 spatial units, water depths above znd below
the pycnocline were considered separately.

Identification of Temporal Horizon and Resolution

The development of a dynamic simulation model required specification of the
maximum time over which the effects of development would be examined (temporal
horizen) and the time step (resolution) within that horizon., A time horizon
of 30 years and a time step of 1 year were selected during the first workshop,
altthough these specifications were further refined as the project proceeded.
For example, to satisfy all disciplinary requirements, a weekly time step was
eventually established for the period from April through Cctober and a single
‘week time step was established for the winter,
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ldentification of Impact Hypotheses

The simulation model s composed of hundreds of linkages that connect the
development activities to the VECs, An impact hypothesis can be defined by
tracing through a set of linkages from development activities to a given VEC.
Some hypotheses are straightforward and involve only one or two linkages,
while others must encompass complex food web interactions. In either case,
each Tinkage must be specifically defined for use in the simulation model.
These 1linkages were initially defined during the first workshop and later
refined at the technical meetings.

Screening of Impact Hypotheses

Since the simulation model contains so many potential linkages and
relationships, 1t was necessary to select a set of impact hypotheses from the
large number of potential hypotheses for evatuation at the second workshop.
The initial screening was conducted by the modellers. Preliminary flowcharts
and impact hypothesis statements were developed on the basis of each
individual's experiences in constructing the model and subsequent testing of
the sensitivity of the VECs to ¢ritical assumptions used in development of the
model. Unrealistic and 3§11-specified hypotheses were <then corrected or
deleted, In the technical meetings, this sub-set of potential impact
hypotheses was further evaluated and eventually reduced to twenty-one
hypotheses considered most important at that time. Another hypothesis was
added to this 1list at the beginning of the workshop., Three of these
hypotheses involving resource use could not be fully assessed by the present
workshop participants, and are shown with their associated linkages in
Appendix 1il.

A conceptual diagram of the hypotheses represented in the simulation model and
the interrelationships among the 1linkages and VECs associated with these
hypotheses is provided in the pocket on the back cover of this report.
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The 19  hypotheses evaluated during the second workshop encompass &
sonsiderably larger number of perceived concerns associated with Beaufort
nydrocarbon development by virtue of the multiple linkages involved in most of
the hypotheses. O0One of the strengths of the Valued Ecosystem Component {(VEC)
approach 1is that it facilitates consideration of the cumulative indirect
impacts of a number of environment-development interactions that may
ultimately cause a change in a YEC. The range of environmental concerns that
have been expressed 1in relation to Beaufort hydrocarbon production were
reviewed during development of the simulation model, and wost of these
concerns are included as a linkage in one or more of the hypotheses presented
in the following sections. Nevertheless, some of the potential concerns
identified in the Beaufort Sea/Mackenzie Delta EIS, its support documents, and
in the submissions of intervenors during the public review of the development

proposal are not discussed in this report.

[+ an issue previously raised in conjunction with Beaufort development is not
specifically addressed in this report, this is either because: (1) the
congern was focused on environmental features or resources that are not within
the geographic scope of this study: (2} the concern involves a component of
the envirorment that is embodied within the structure ¢of the simulation model,
but would not be reflected in a change in a VEC; or (3} the workshop
participants believed that on the basis of available scientific evidence, the
issue was perceived rather than real, Examples of each of these categories of
issues are provided below,

Examples of concerns that were not addressed because they lie outside the
geographic scope of BEMP are: the potential attraction of polar bears and
Arctic fox to solid waste disposal sites; disturbance of many species of
birds that nest, stage and moult in coastal habitats adjacent to the Beaufort
Sea but are not generally found in marine areas; and many strictly
terrestrial issues that were raised 1in c¢onnection with the Yuken coast

chorebase proposal.

S P T L
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The largest proportion of the environmental concerns that are not directly
discussed in this report fall into the second category mentioned above, and
generally include those issues that centered on environmental components other
than VECs, However, several of the hypotheses examined during the second
workshop involved linkages that included food web interrelationships and
interactions with physical features such as the ice environment, For example,
the effects of icebreaking and the physical presence of offshore structures on
the stability and breakup of the landfast ice regime was considered in &
hypothesis dealing with the range of development activities that could affect
white whale harvest. Simitarly, development-induced effects on Arctic ¢od and
changes in epontic production were considered in relation to a hypothesis
addressing the impacts of icebreaker traffic in Amundsen Guif on ringed seal
and polar bear populations,

The most significant of the issues that were considered perceived rather than
real by workshop participants relate to the discharge of production wastes
{water-base drilling muds, cuttings and produced water) in cffshore waters.
The effects of offshore production waste disposal have been the subject of
numerous field monitoring and laboratory studies, and it is the general view
that the impacts of offshore waste disposal are limited to a zone within a few
hundred metres of discharge sites and are largely restricted to benthic
habitats and resources (see Thomas et al. 1983 for review), Workshop
participants recognized that some form of compliance monitering may be
initiated in relation to offshore production waste discharges, although an
effects monitoring program of regional scope was not considered necessary
given the localized nature of anticipated impacts. Other issues which have
been voiced by various parties but were not considered real concerns from a
regicnal perspective include: discharge of sewage; effects of underwater

noise on fish; and changes in climate as a result of sea ice removal,
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Evaluation of Impact Hypotheses

The actual evaluation of the 19 impact hypotheses occurred during the second
workshop. On the first day, each hypothesis was reviewed by the participants
and, following this review, the necessary modifications, additions or
deletions to the hypotheses were undertaken. For the next three days, each
hypothesis was critically evaluated by a working group, and a
monitoring/research strategy was proposed in those cases where the hypothesis
was considered valid and worth testing., These working groups differed from
the modelling subgroups (discipline specific), and were restructured daily to
inctude a cross-section of expertise relevant to all aspects of the hypothesis
under discussion.

The agenda for evaluation of each impact hypothesis incliuded the following
ve steps:

Step 1} Clarification of the Hypothesis:

This invelved achievement of a consensus within the working group
regarding the structure of the hypothesis and, if necessary,
restatement of the hypothesis and/or its associated linkages.

Step 2} Documentation of the Existing Knowledge:

For all 1linkages constituting the hypothesis, the following
information was documented:

evidence for and against;

uncertainties;

other information potentially useful; and
description of model projections (if appropriate},




Step 3}

Step 4)
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Conclusion:

This step required that the working group arrive at one of four
possible congclusions, On the basis of discussions in step two
(Documentation of Existing Knowledge), group participants
concluded that a given impact hypothesis:

a) was extremely unlikely and not worth testing;

b) was possible, but too difficult to detect;

¢) required more information before a monitoring plan could be
designed {e.g., research); or

d) should be tested with a detailed monitoring plan,

Monitoring and Research:

If the conclusion at step three was either (¢) or (d}, a
discussion focussing on the linkages of the hypothesis was
initiated. The discussion addressed the following questicns in
order to design a monitoring plan which would test the impact
hypothesis:

What do we monitor ?

What do we want to know ?

What do we actually measure to accomplish (i) and (i1)7?
What information do we get from these measurements ?

How does this achieve what we want to know?

m a0 O
R
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Step 5) Documentation:

To adequately document the discussion and evaluation of each
impact hypothesis, the "recorder" assigned to each working group
delegated specific responsibilities to other group nmembers,
including the preparation of draft report sections. The recorder
was responsible for ensuring that documentation of the discussion
of a given hypothesis was completed and submitted at the end of
the day.

In most instances, participants of each working group were given an
opportunity to review the synthesized versions of the hypothesis documentation

during the course of the workshop.

Preliminary Design of the Research and Monitoring Plans

In most cases, tne preliminary design of research and monitoring programs
emerged out of the discussions which occurred during the evaluation of the
impact hypotheses, Edited versions of the reports produced for each of the
hypotheses evaluated during the second BEMP workshop are presented in the
following sections of this report,

Limitations in Scope

Limits in the scope of a project of this type are essential for efficiency.
However, scope restrictions can be interpreted as shortcomings of a program
unless specifically stated. This section identifies some of the subjects that
were intentionally excluded from the present phase of the Beaufort
Environmental Monitoring Project. Some of these subjects were c¢onsidered
outside the intended scope of the study, while others were worthy of
consideration but could not be examined within the framework of tne project
due to time constraints or discipline expertise that was committed in advance
to the workshops. In addition, specific assumptions regarding the 3eaufort

Sea hydrocarbon development scenario are also stated in this section.
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This project was intentionally limited to consideration of the
effects of hydrocarbon development activities on the environment,
rather than the effects of the environment on industrial activities.
It is recognized that various menitoring programs are ongoing and may
be required in the future to examine the integrity of offshore
facilities in relation to the ice environment and other aspects of
industry operations in this region,

The hydrocarbon development scenario assumed throughout this project
was the range and intensity of activities described in the Beaufort
Sea/Mackenzie Delta IS (Dome Petroleum et al. 1982}, In particular,
it was assumed that: (1) production facilities would not be located
in waters less than 5 m deep; {2} if oil-base muds are used for
exploratory or production drilling, oil-contaminated cuttings would
not be discharged to the marine environment; (3) major dredging
operations required for offshore island construction would not be
conducted in inshore areas; (4) solid-fill causeways would not be
required along the Yukon coast and Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula; and (5) all
wastes associated with the development would Dbe treated and
discharged in accordance with the "best practicable technology"”
(Thomas et al. 1983).

Catastrophic oil spills and blowouts, while an important area of
potential concern related to any hydrocarbon development, were not
considered in this project because their infrequent and unpredictable
occurrence makes these events an inappropriate target for routine
monitoring., It was assumed that a scientific response to determine
the short- and long-term effects of a major oil spill may be
initiated in the event of this type of environmental emergency, but
was outside the scope of this project.
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The definition of the study area used throughout this project
included that portion of the coastal zone to the level of maximum
storm surges in areas outside the Mackenzie Delta, and to a point 2
km onshore within the Delta q{tself. However, the impacts of
shoreline developments on the coastal zone per se were not considered
during this project. 1%t is recognized that such potential concerns
may have to be addressed in future programs of this type.

As indicated earlier, a 1ist of potential Valued Ecosystem Components
was prepared prior to the first workshop. This list and other
possible VECs were discussed amongst workshop participants, and a
number of recommendations regarding VECs were not accepted by the
group as$ a whele for various reasons, Among these were the following:

a)  Thick-billed murre: The c¢olony at Cape Parry was originally

identified as a VEC, but was not included in the nodelling
process or in the hypotheses considered in the second workshop,
because potential concerns related to the impacts of hydrocarbon
development on this colony were viewed as a very site-specific
issue. Undoubtedly, protective measures should be instituted
whenever development activities impinge on the Cape Parry area.

b}  Snow goose: The snow goose was selected as a VEC early in the
project, but was excluded from further consideration prior to
the second workshop because use of the marine environment by
this species is extremely limited,

¢) Red-throated loon: The red-throated loon was recommended for
inclusion as & VEC during a technical meeting held after the

first workshop. However, since the full group of workshop
participants did not have the opportunity to evaluate arguments

for and against inclusion of this species, it was not added to
the Yist of VECs,
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d} Coastal zone, Bathurst polynya, landfast ice: The latter two

environmental components were included on the 1ist of potential
YECs prepared in advance of the first workshop, while the
inclusion of the coastal zone as a VEC was suggested by several
of the participants during the first workshop, These
environmental components were not included in the final 1ist of
VECs for the project because the full group of workshop
participants did not have the opportunity to evaluate arguments
for and against their inclusion,

The hypotheses considered in this report involve one or more Yinkages
hetween development activities and a VEC., Where the hypothesis and
its associated linkages were not only considered valid but also an
area of potential concern related to Beaufort development, monitoring
and/or research has generally been recommended, It is important to
emphasize that this menitoring and/or research should include
detailed measurements of the industrial activity, and not Jjust focus
on the VEC or the linkages between development and the VEC,

Three hypotheses involving native and non-native harvests of
resources wereg considered during the second workshop. The focus of
these hypotheses was the effect of changing harvest methods and
patterns on VEC populaticns, However, the direction and magnitude of
these changes could not be adequately addressed by the discipline
specialists that attended the workshop. A logical framework for
consideration of changing harvest was discussed during the workshop,
but because judgements regarding the dynamics of the processes
involved were not possible, only flowcharts for these hypotheses have
been included in this report {Appendix I11}.
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 1

THE EFFECTS OF SHIP TRAFFIC, SEISMIC EXPLORATION AND ACTIVE
OFFSHORE STRUCTURES ON THE WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION OF BOWHEAD WHALES
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Ship traffic, seismic exploration and active offshore
structures will cause a reduction in the western
Arctic population of bowhead whales,

POPULATIONS OF BOWHEAD WHALE

(®)

ENERGY BALANC E\®\

ENERGY COSTS ENERGY INTAKE

AVAILABLE TIME (&) AVAILABLE FOOD
FOR FEEDING %

AVAILABLE HABITAT

;

ACTIVE OFF SHORE
PLATFORMS/ISLANDS

FREQUENCY OF
SHIP TRAFFIC
AND SETSMIC

ACTIVITY

Figure 1-1 Potential effects of ship traffic, seismic eéxploraticon and active
offshore structures on bowhead whales.
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Linkages

1. Each active offshore island or platform will exclude howheads from a zone
around the island/platform, The size of this zone is unknown,

Z. Ship traffic will exclude bowheads from a zone around the ship track.

3. Each passage of a ship will reduce the feeding time available to bowheads.

4. Each passage of a ship will increase the energy expenditure of whales due
to avoidance behaviour,

5. The available aquatic habitat determines the Tevel of avaitable food.

6. The amount of available food and the time available for feeding determine
the energy intake.

/. Energy dintake and expenditures determine the energy baltance of a bowhead
whale,

8. The energy balance of a bowhead whale determines its survival and its

ability to reproduce,



25

NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS

Rolph Davis Don Schell
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INTRODUCTION

The western Arctic bowhead whale population winters among the pack-ice of the
Bering Sea, and summers in the Canadian Beaufort 5Sea and Amundsen Guif, In
May and early June, bowheads enter the Canadian Beaufort Sea through leads in
the pack-ice which are far offshore and, therefore, well beyond areas where
hydrocarbon development activities presently occur or are likely to occur in
the future. However, the bowhead population occurs in areas that are in part
coingident with and may be affected by offshore hydrocarbon activities from
late June wuntil mid September (Davis et al. 1982). The western Arctic
population of bowheads was heavily exploited by commercial whalers from 1848
to 1915, The population has also been subjected to a subsistance hunt by
Ataskan Inupiat since before the historic era. The pre-whaling population,
estimated to be 14,000 to 20,000 bowheads, has been reduced to & present
population of about 4000 animals (IWC in prep.). The population is censidered
"endangered" under U.S. legislation and by the Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife In Canada (COSEWIC).

It 45 well known that whales rely on underwater acoustic information for
communication and perhaps orientation, although there is limited knowledge
regarding the hearing capabilities of baleen whales (including bowheads).
However, vocalizations are known to occur at very low frequencies (e.g.,
< 1 kHz), and most noise from offshore industry activities also consists
primarily of low frequency components, Consequently, there is particular
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concern that bowheads could be affected by offshere development in the
Beaufort Sea {see Richardson et al. 1983b for a review of these concerns and
available information). The hypothesis examined during the workshop is that
ship traffic, seismic activity and active offshore platforms and islands will
cause a reduction in the western Arctic population of howhead whales. The
conceptual steps 1inking industry activities with hypothesized effects on the
bowhead population are in Figure 1-1, and discussed in subsequent sections.

LINKAGES

Link 1: Each active offshore island or platform will exciude bowheads from a
zone around the island/platform. The size of this zone is unknown,

1t has been reasonably well documented that marine mammals tend to respond
move actively to moving sources of disturbance than to stationary sources {cf,
Fvans 1982; Fraker and Fraker 1882:; Richardson et al. 1983a, 1983b). Fraker
et al. (1982} demonstrated that bowheads were not actively avoiding the
Issungnak artificial istand off the Mackenzie Delta during periods of island
repair and dredging in 1981. There are also several sightings of bowheads
near stationary structures by industry personnel (Fraker and Fraker 1981).
However, active drilling or production islands have associated ship and
helicopter traffic, and these mobile noise sources might act in conjunction
with on-island activities to produce a zone of at least partial exciusion
around offshore islands and platforms (Richardson et al, 1983c, in press).

It was concluded that a zone of exclusion may exist around active offshore
structures, but that the size of the zone is unquantified and would vary with

a complex of factors. This exclusion might reduce the amount of habitat
available %o feeding bowheads,
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Link 2: Ship traffic will exclude bowheads from a zone around the ship track.

The available data indicate that ship passages through or near bowhead
aggregations cause avoidance reactions by the animals. However, bowheads have
been observed to reoccupy single ship tracks within one or two hours (Fraker
et al. 1982; Richardson et al. 1983b). There are no data regarding the
potential long-term exclusion of bowheads from areas frequented by several
ship passages or the sizes of zones of exclusion in areas with multiple ship
passages, Similarly, it is not known if bowheads would habituate 1o repeated
ship passages, thereby reducing the size of the zones of exclusion.

A potentially more serious 10ss of habitat and feeding opportunities could
occur if some combination of industrial activities creates a large zone of
total exclusien. This would occur if bowheads began to avoid the relatively
large area of overall industrial activity rather than simply reacting to or
avoiding specific activities within the industrial zone. During four years
(1980-1983) of systematic aerial surveys for bowheads on their summer range,
there has been an apparent decline in the use of the existing industrial zone
in the Beaufort S$ea by the bowhead population (Richardson et al. 1983d;
MclLaren and Davis, in prep.,}. However, it is not known if the distribution
patterns observed to date are vrelated to industrial activity or to
oceanographic factors that determine bowhead food supplies.

Link 3: Each passage of a ship will reduce the feeding time available to
bowheads.

The available data suggest that bowheads within 1 or 2 km of each side of a
ship take evasive action as the vessel approaches. On average, affected
individuals resume normal behaviour within one hour (Richardscn et al. 1883a),
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However, it is not known if bowheads are prevented from feeding during the
1-hour period of altered behaviour. The length of each interrupted feeding
period may also become shorter with time if the whales habituate to the
disturbance. Despite uncertainties associated with estimating the extent of
lost feeding time, 1t was concluded that the Toss could be significant +to
individual whales,

Link 4: Each passage of a ship will increase the energy expenditure of whales
due to avoidance behaviour.

$hip passages may disturb whales to the extent that they stop feeding and flee
from the ship. This would involve an energetic loss since feeding activities
would be disrupted (link 6}, and energy would be lost through the cost of

idance. Tucker (1975) calculated the energy cost for motion of various
species, although whales were not included in his analysis due to a lack of
data, However, Sumich (1983) recently cal¢ulated the energetic cost of motion
for a gray whale, and it is possible to estimate the cost of wmotion for a
bowhead whale by plotting his data on Tucker's cost of motion figure. Using
these data, a 50 tonne adult bowhead would be expected to expend (.08
Kcai/kg/km, while a 23 tonne immature individual would expend 0.09
Kcal/kg/km. It is emphasized that these estimates are based on only a single
data point. There are no other estimates that can be used for comparative
purposes, or methods of assessing the reliability of the above calculations
for bowheads. They are, however, the only available estimates for the
energetic costs of motion by bowheads. It was concluded that this 1ink is
valid but its significance relative to the overall energy balance of bowhead
whales cannot be assessed,
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lLink 5: The available aquatic habitat determines the level of available food.

Studies conducted by Brodie (19281} and Griffiths and Buchanan {1982) have
indicated that bowhead whales must feed 1in areas of dense zooplankton
concentrations. The latter authors suggested that zooplankton biomass must be
at least 7 g/m3 for a bowhead to meet its energetic requirements, In other
areas, the zooplamkton biomass necessary to meet baleen whale energetic
requirements has been located by using sophisticated acoustic techniques
{Sameoto 1983). Although this type of study has not been conducted in the
Beaufort, work in other areas indicates that the following phenomena may occur
in the Canadian Beaufort Sea: (1) Oceanographic processes which are
discontinuous in space and time give rise to a patchy distribution of
phytoplankton in argas of high primary productivity, and (2) this results in a
similar patchy distribution of areas containing a high zooplankton standing
stock.

In the Canadian Beaufort Sea, high zooptankton standing stocks may result from
high primary productivity within the Cape Bathurst Polynya and in areas of
summer upwelling. The Cape Bathurst Polynya is open early in the season, and
physical processes in this area may include the transport of nutrient-rich
water to the surface (see Hypothesis No. 6). This could result in high
primary and secondary productivity at a time of year when production is Tow
throughout the remainder of the Beaufort Sea/Amundsen Gulf region.

in summer, upwelling events may determine areas with high diatom production
and, therefore, result in aggregations of copepods and euphausiids. This
phenomenon has been demonstrated in Alaskan waters where aggregations recur in
the same general areas from year to year, but vary in specific location and
extent (NOAA/QCSEAP Sale 67 synthesis report, in prep.). In the Alaskan
Beaufort Sea, highest zooplankton standing stocks are found within the shelf
break zone but not in the extreme nearshore zone (D. Schell, pers. comm.).
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tvidence from other areas indicates that local aggregations of zooplankton may
pccur near fronts, upwelling plumes, bathymetric irregularities, the edge of
river plumes, and other transient or quasi-stationary hydrographic features
(Pingree et al. 1974; Mackas et al. 1980; Seliger et al. 1981),

Competition with the planktiverous Arctic cod for food may be another
relatively important factor delineating bowhead whale feeding habitat,
However, there is no information on these potential interactions or the scale
of zooplankton patchiness in the Beaufort Sea. Conseguently, it is not
presently possible to delineate bowhead feeding habitat even in general terms,

1t was concluded that if the amount of habitat 1s decreased, food availability
could also be reduced. This relationship, however, is expected to be mediated
by the range of factors affecting zooplankton concentration 1in the water

column,

Link 6: The amount of available food and the time available for feeding
determine the energy intake,

Determination of the energetic requirements of bowhead whales requires several
assumptions regarding the biology and ecology of this species., In the
simulation model, it was assumed that bowhead whales feed for 105 days in the
Canadian Beaufort Sea and 60 days during the fall migration., Using data 1in
Davis et al. (1983), it was estimated that the average length of an adult
bowhead was 14.5 m, which corresponds to a body weight of 51.8 tonnes {Brodie
1981}, Based on calculation methods provided in Brodie (1975, 1981), a whale
this size would require 47,220 Kcal/d for basic metabolism and warming of
air, However, the whales also migrate 6000 km, move while feeding and during
other activities, and warm food (see Tucker 1975; Brodie 1981; Sumich 1983},
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When these other factors are considered, the total annual energy requirement
is estimated at 112 x 106 Kcal. Arctic zooplankton contain approximately
6.5 Kcal/g dry weight (Percy and Fife 1981), and dry weight 1is about 1%
percent of the wet weight, Assuming that a bowhead whale feeds 165 days per
year, on the average, it would then consume 870 kg/d {wet weight) during the

summer and fall.

Although the stomachs of other baleen whales hold Targe quantities of food
(>500 kg; Nemoto 1957; Lockyer 1981), the bowhead stomach is substantially
smaller (about the size of a cow's stomach; T, Albert, pers, comm.). The
maximum amount of food recovered from a bowhead stomach was about 40 kg {Lowry
and Burns 1980), although the actual maximum capacity is unknown. If the
above quantity is near the maximum capacity of the stomach, then an adult male
or resting female would have to feed almost continuously throughout the day
and process food at the rate of at least 36 kg/h. Consequently, the bowhead
could he unlike other baleen whales in that it may be unable to take advantage
of large concentrations of food and appears morphologically adapted to feed on
small patches of high zooplankton concentrations. If the above is true,
disruption of feeding could mean that an affected individual would be unable
to recover lost feeding opportunities or energy expended in aveidance

reactions,

Link 7: Energy intake and expenditures determine the energy balance of a
bowhead whale.

This link is self-evident for any animal, and is presented here as a necessary
precursor to the following link.
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Link 8: The energy balance of a bowhead whale determines its survival and
- jts ability to reproduce.

The energy baltance of the individuals in the population strongly influences
the reproductive capacity and health of the population.

Bowhead whales are believed to do most, 1f not all, of their feeding in the
Arctic during the summer. However, there is only circumstantial evidence to
support this hypothesis., For example, virtually all other species of baleen
whales in both hemispheres that migrate to high latitudes for the summer do
most of their feeding in these waters, Other indirect evidence in support of
the hypethesis includes the fact that seasonal primary production and
zooptankton stocks are highest in summer, and that the caloric content of
zooplankton is also Thighest during summer. Zooplankton abundance and
zooplankton caloric content are at their annual minimums in the Bering Sea
during the winter period when bowheads are present, Bowheads harvested in the
Alaskan 8Beaufort Sea in early fall (September) have food in their stomachs,
whereas those taken in spring (May) have empty or nearly empty stomachs,
Consequently, it is probable that the energy balance of bowheads is strongly
positive during summer and highly negative during winter.

CONCLUSIONS

The combination of (1) the high energy intake requirements, (2) spatial and
temporal variations in usable prey concentrations, and (3} the apparent
susceptibility of bowheads to some types of disturbance suggests that there is
a potential for changes in energy balance which could tead to reductions in
bowhead reproductive rates and population size. It was concluded that the
present hypothesis was both valid and testable. The 1linkages concerning
effects of industrial activities were expected to be possible, but since they
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have not been quantified in most cases, the implications of hydrocarbon
development to the bowhead population are not known. Each link 1in the
hypothesis 1s supported by circumstantial evidence., Direct and quantitative
data are lacking in most jnstances.

The workshop subgroup concluded that the hypothesis should be tested with a
monitoring program, It was also concluded that further research was required
to examine the hypothesis and to support the proposed monitoring programs.
The most important data gaps include the biology and energetics of bowheads,
and factors controlling zooplankton distribution in the Beaufort Sea. The
following sections discuss monitoring and research pricrities, although there
is considerable overlap between programs. For example, the monitoring
programs will provide information on the biology of the bowhead whale,
although the latter is included in the category of research.

MONITORING

1. Behavioural Responses of Bowheads

A monitoring program is necessary to examine both the short and long-term
responses of bowhead whales to existing levels of industrial activity in the
Beaufort Sea, The program should have three inter-related components to
address the specific objectives,

The first component should consist of systematic aerial surveys in . the
southern Beaufort Sea and Amundsen Gulf to document overall bowhead
distribution, These surveys would complement past systematic surveys
(1980-1983) by continuing to monitor overall distribution patterns, and
ultimately allow  assessment of  year-to-year variation in  bowhead
distribution, Studies conducted to date indicate that the natural annual
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variability in distribution is large, but a longer time-series is necessary %0
document the full range and potential periodicity of distribution patterns,
The relationship between bowhead distribution patterns and industry activities
will be very important for assessment of the long-term effects of hydrocarbon
development on bowheads, However, it should be emphasized that distribution
patterns can only be interpreted after the factors controlling the
distribution and abundance of zcoplankton are determined. It is assumed that
the variations in bowhead distribution observed during the four summers since
1980 are vrelated to variations in food distribution and availability.
Therefore, it is important to understand the physical oceanographic factors
that control zooplankton distribution, abundance and patchiness in order to
evaluate the possible effects of industry activities on bowhead distribution.

The second c¢omponent of this recommended monitoring program involves
guantification of the short-term behavioural responses of bowheads to
industrial activities, Existing studies cenducted on behalf of the U.S.
Minerals Management Service (MMS} (see Richardson, ed. 1982, 1983) previde
some information on these responses, but do not fully quantify responses in
terms of the distances wmoved by affected whales and lost feeding time, These
data are necessary to evaluate the basic links between industry activities and
whale behaviour in the present hypothesis {Links 1, 2 and 3), Study methods
should be similar {aerial} to those used in the MMS investigation, although an
important refinement to this approach would be to include behavioural studies
with individually warked animals whenever possible, Many bowheads can be
individually recognized (Davis et al. 1983), and repeated observation of these
individuals would provide information on the acclimation of bowheads to
industry activities. It 1is important to document if individual bowheads
habituate to disturbances, thereby reducing response times and distances.
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The third component of this monitoring program should be a combination and
expansion of the first two components and involve the wuse of aerial
photographic techniques to identify and measure individual bowheads. There is
some evidence that the varjous age and sex c¢lasses of bowheads are at lteast
partially segregated in summer and, therefore, it 1is possible that only a
proportion of the population would regularly occupy the portion of the
Beaufort Sea where industry activities and facilities are Jlocated. 1f
segregation occurs, a large proportion of the population may not be regularly
exposed to industry activities. At the same time, however, it is possible
that certain segments of the population, independent of age and sex, may
traditionally occupy certain parts of the summer range. Consequently, the
same individuals could occur in the industrial zene year after year. This
particular population segment could learn to avoid the area or habituate more
rapidly as a result of repeated exposures, Information concerning segregation
and use of traditional areas could be ¢ollected during a wide-ranging aerial
photography program conducted cover a number of years., The information gained
in such a program is necessary to evaluate the long-term responses of bowheads
to industry activities. This type of program will also provide important
information on the biology of the species (e.g.,, calving interval, size of
individuals at first breeding, survival rates of sub-adults, etc.}).

2. Reproductive Rates

The present hypothesis states that industry activities could lead to a
reduction in the energy intake of bowheads, The consequences of such a
reduction would most likely be manifested in lower reproductive rates, since
females may fail to breed or to abort if they cannot obtain sufficient erergy
for maintenance. Monitoring the reproductive rate of the population
therefore, would be the most direct manner of examining the potential impacts
associated with this hypothesis.
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In theory, it is a relatively simple procedure to measure the reproductive
rate of a whale population using modified aerial transect and/or photographic
methods. However, there are sampling bias problems that can significantly
affect the accuracy of results, These problems relate to the Yack of data on
potential age and/or sex segregation of bowheads on the summering grounds, but
could be examined 1in the previously described monitoring program., As
information 1is c¢ollected, the problem should become less significant and
retiable measures of annual reproduction should then be possible. It s
therefore recommended that investigations of reproductive rate be condugted in
conjunction with the previous monitoring program, since finformation on
reproductive status would also be essential for determining patterns of age
and sex segregation. Similarly, if segregation inte traditional use areas
oceurs, it would then be important to examine and compare the reproductive
rates of bowheads using the industrial zone with those of bowheads summering
in other parts of the Beaufort Sea or Amundsen Gulf.

The aerial techniques used in this monitoring program component would also
provide information on yearlings and perhaps two-year-olds that could be used
to estimate calf survival rates. Data collected on animals that are
identifiable from the air would also provide important biological information
on the breeding interval and the stability of adult social and feeding groups.

3. Ambient Noise Monitoring

Monitoring of existing ambient noise levels in the industrial zone should be
conducted over a one year period to allow calculation and subsequent
assessment of the zones of influence of underwater noise, as well as temporal
differences in noise levels resulting from different levels of industrial
activity throughout the year. Ambient noise measurements should also be
repeated in the future (e.g., after 10 years) to determine the magnitude of
noise Yevel increases with time. The results of this type of monitering could

SR e A 5
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then be used to estimate the potential effects of underwater industrial noise
on inter-animal communications., If significant changes in bowhead population
distribution and/or reproduction were detected during other monitoring
programs, ambient noise measurements would be useful to examine cause-effect
retationships.

RESEARCH
As noted earlier, there is considerable overlap between recommended monitoring
and research programs related to bowhead whales. The following four areas of

research were identified during the workshop discussions.

1. Energy Balance

The present hypothesis depends on the validity of several assumptions and
indirect measurements of bowhead energy intake. Important infeormation
regarding the energy balance of this species could be obtained by samplting the
Alaskan bowhead harvest.

A fundamental data gap concerning bowhead energetic requirements is the extent
to which feeding occurs during winter. A comparison of the physical condition
of whales taken 1in spring and fall could provide some information on the
relative amounts of food taken in winter. The types of information collected
should include observations and measurements of blubber thickness, girth, fat
deposits and Tiver condition.

Although the maximum capacity of a bowhead stomach is unknown, examination of
fresh warm stomachs from harvested bowheads could be undertaken to determine
maximum food handling capability. Similarly, observations on stomach
musculature, histology, biochemistry and comparative apatomy could provide
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information on digestive processes in this species. Both of these types of
data would be extremely useful in determining bowhead feeding regimes and in
predicting potential impacts of disruption of the feeding regime,

Comparisons of disotopic carbon in Tiver, muscie, blubber and other tissues
from bowheads landed during the spring and fall harvest could also be used to
elucidate the question of winter feeding. The isotopic composition of bowhead
prey organisms in the Bering and Beaufort seas would undoubtedly be different,
and would be reflected in the isotopic composition of the bowhead tissue,

2, Distribution of Bowhead Food {Zooplankton Concentrations)

As noted earlier, the summer distribution of bowhead whales in the Beaufort
Sea varies among years. During the four years for which systematic data are
available, there has been a trend toward fewer animals occurring in the
industrial zone. The reasons for this apparent down trend are unclear.
Bowhead distribution is probably determined by the location of dense patches
of zooptankton, which in turn are probably determined by predictable but
variable meteorological and oceanographic facters. Thus, in years when
zooplankton patches only occur outside the industrial zone, bowheads would not
be expected to occur near industry facilities and activities, with the
exception of a few 1transient animals. Therefore, it i3 important to
understand the factors controlling the distribution of zooplankton patches in
order to interpret bowhead distribution patterns in relation to food and
industrial activities,

The following recommended research gprogram has been designed to determine
which factors control the distribution of zooplankton patches, and to provide
a capability for predicting these distributions on the basis of simply
measured surface and sub-surface conditions. A single program allowing
accurate predictions using simple parameters (e.g., wind speed and direction,
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or temperature and salinity) will be a useful and cost-effective means for
interpreting bowhead distribution patterns over the long-term, whersas a major
ship-based program each year is unlikely to be financially justifiable.

{a) Feasibility Study

Since this particular research program would be a major undertaking, a
feasibility study is recommended to provide direction for its design. The
principal objective of the program would be to examine the relationships
between bowhead whale distributions and large scale physical oceanographic
features of the Canadian Beaufort Sea.

Griffiths and Buchanan (1982) reported that zooplankton standing stock was
substantially greater in high salinity waters than in low salinity waters
associated with the Mackenzie River plume. The position of the plume is in
turn determined by prevailing wind patterns (MacNeill and Garrett 1975;
Herlinveaux and de lLange Boom 1975). The hypothesis that should be tested in
the feasibility study s that the location of the plume will determine large
scale distribution of bowhead whales. Conceptual 1inkages of this hypothesis
relate to the theories that {1} when the plume is driven inshore by winds,
bowheads occur in zooplankton-rich satine shelf waters, and (2) when the plume
encompasses the shallow shelf waters, bowheads are excluded since the area 1is
characterized by low salinity water and low zooplankton standing stock.

The feasibility study should compare the results of bowhead distribution
aerial surveys conducted during 1980-1983 with temperature and salinity
profiles taken during the same periods at drillships and other platforms
operating in the Beaufort Sea, It should also Jnclude examination of
avajlable data on winds, ice and flow rates of the Mackenzie River, as well as
the results of Satellite imagery and remote-sensing productivity studies
conducted in 1983 by Arctic Laboratories Ltd. (Borstad 1984),
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evaluation of the results of the feasibility study will provide essential
information for the design of the main research program, and provide testable
hypotheses directly related to the whale distribution data.

(b) Design Phase

It is probable that a formal design phase for the main research program will
he necessary, although this design could be completed as a component of the
feasibility study.

(c) Main Sampling Program

This program should examine the spatial and temporal distribution of bowhead
prey species in retation to meteorological and oceanographic phenomena, with
the aim of identifying simply-measured parameters that could be indicative of
large scale zooplankton distribution patterns, These data would ultimately be
used to interpret bowhead distribution data in relation to industrial
activities, and to determine if these activities are excluding whales from
prime feeding habitat. The three major objectives of this recommended
research program are provided helow,

Objectives
(i} To determine large scale patterns of zooplankton distribution, and
vheir relationship to primary productivity and meteorological and
oceanographic phenomena such as wind, temperature, salinity, upwelling

events and the presence of polynyas,

(i{) To determine the effect of local aggregations of zooplankton on the

Jocation and intensity of bowhead feeding ground utilization, and
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(111} To identify dependable environmental correlates or predicators of the
spatial and temporal distribution of zooplankton aggregations,

AEEroaches

The methodology for this study must stress integration of biological, physical
and meteorological sampling. The success of the program will be dependent on
the collection of a large number of data points from a ltarge geographical area
over a relatively long period of time. Therefore, the method of collecting
the requisite amount of data at a reasonable cost should include use of
automated electrenic measuring devices with digital transfer of informaticn to
onboard computers, Emphasis on traditional sampling techniques and laboratory
analyses should be 1imited.

Extensive spatial and temporal coverage of the area, including associated
measurements of primary productivity, will be required to allew proper
evaluation of large scale distributional features. lLate winter/early spring
measurements of productivity in the Cape Bathurst polynya would be especially
important in this regard. The program should be conducted for three to five
years to account for (1) the researcher learning curve, {2) persistence of
features, (3} annual variability, and {4} opportunities to encounter all of
the different hydrometeorological regimes occurring in the area.

The guantity of data required to adequately meetl the objectives of the study
would 1ikely necessitate the use of high frequency acoustic techniques for the
measurements of zooplankton distribution {spatial and vertical) and relative
abundance. Through ground truthing, these data could then be used to provide
guantitative estimates of zooplankton standing stock. A1) measurements must
be accompanied by synoptic meteorological measurements and measurements of
temperature, salinity and turbidity.
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The program should be designed around a series of working hypotheses regarding
primary production and zooplankton concentrating mechanisms, whiie stressing
reasonable and workable logistics., The research program should also be
progressive and adaptive to address <changing research questions and
hypotheses. An international effort may be appropriate given the special
status of the bowhead whale in both Canada and the United States and the
transboundary migrations of this bowhead population.

3. Bowhead Biology

Although the basic biology of the bowhead whale is poorly documented, the
biclogical information necessary to complete the monitoring programs would be
collected during the course of the studies outlined above. HNo other specific
studies of bownead biology are recommended at this time.

4, Passive Acoustics

The workshop group discussed some inngovative approaches for passive monitoring
of the acoustic behaviour of bowheads in the presence of industry activities.
The feasibility of these technigues in the examination of important data gaps
was not determined, although they are considered worthy of further conceptual
design.
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 2

THE EFFECTS OF VARIOUS FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES
ASSOCIATED WITH OFFSHORE HYDROCARBOM DEVELOPHENT
OM WHRITE WHALE WMARVEST
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A. Dffshore structures will reduce the white whale harvest,

B. Freguent icebreaker traffic in landfast ice will increase the white ,
whale harvest. |
1

L. Open water ship traffic in the Mackenzie Estuary will alter white 1
whale distribution and lead to changes in harvest levels. 1
E

D. Inuit employment 1n industry will change the white whale harvest.

WHITTE WHALE HARVEST - (@)
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Figure 2-1 Potential effects of various facilities and activities associated
with offshore hydrocarbon development on white whale harvest,
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Linkages

1. Artificial islands off the Mackenzie Delta will delay the regional
break-up of the landfast ice.

2. lcebreaker traffic in the Tandfast ice in spring will advance the break-up
of dce barriers across Xugmallit and Yiakunak bays,

3. The timing of break-up of the landfast ice determines the timing of entry,
the numbers, and the duration of residence of white whales in Niakunak and
Kugmallit bays.

4, The timing of entry, the numbers and the duration of residence of white
whales in Kugmallit and Niakunak bays will influence the white whale
harvest.

5. Ship passages through MNiakunak and Kugmallit Bays will disturb white
whales, and this will reduce the number of animals that frequent the bays
and/or the time whales spend in the hays.

6. Ship traffic in Niakunak and Kugmallit Bays will lead to changes in the
distribution of whales in the bays, 4nd these changes will lead to changes
(probably reductions) in the harvest levels. In addition, ship traffic
could directly interfere with hunting activities by frightening whales
that are being hunted,

7. Increased Inuit employment by the oil dndustry and varjous supporting
bBusinesses will Tead to changes in hunter effort,

8. Changes in hunter effort will lead to changes in the white whale harvest.
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INTRODUCTION

The 'Mackenzie Estuary' stock of white whales winters in the Bering Sea, and
migrates in the Canadian Beaufort Sea during May and June through leads far
offshore in the pack-ice (Fraker 197%), The whales initially arrive offshore
of Banks Island, wmove southward to Amundsen Gulf, and westward to the
Mackenzie ELstuary in late June, White whales enter the Estuary following
break-up of the landfast ice, and spend about three weeks in this area. Davis
and Evans (1982) suggest that since not all whalegs in this population utilize
the HMackenzie Estuary, the stock would be more appropriately called the

'eastern Seaufort Sea population'.

It is not clear why all white whale populations occupy estuaries in summer,
The most recent and probable explanation is that the whales moult while in
these shallow areas (Finley 1882}, although there may ais¢ be thermal
advantages and social fdmplications associated with the use of estuaries
(Fraker et al. 1979). The maximum estimate of the number of white whales
using the Mackenzie Estuary at one time, excluding young-of-the-year, is 7000
(Fraker and Fraker 1979; Norton Fraker 1983), Davis and Evans (1482)
estimated that the entire population numbered at least 11,500 animals.

White whales are hunted by Inuit in areas of the Mackenzie Estuary where they
concentrate during the month of July. Major hunting areas inctude Kugmallit
Bay and WNiakunak Bay on the east and west sides of the Estuary, respectively.
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The annual Janded catch has averaged 88.4 whales in Kugmallit Bay and 28.1 in
yiakunak Bay during the 11 year period from 1972 to 1982, In addition, an
average of 13.9 whales are Tlanded annually by hunters stationed at Kendall
[stand in the central Delta (Norton Fraker 1983},

There 1s concern that activities associated with offshore hydrocarben
development will affect the white whale harvest through the potential for
disturbances and changes in landfast ice break-up patterns. Either effect
could result in altered use of the Estuary by whales. Four distinct
hypotheses (Figure 2-1) have been formulated, and probable linkages defined,
The hypotheses and associated linkages are discussed as a group beiow,

L INKAGES

Link 1: Artificial islands off the Mackenzie Delta will delay the
regional break-up of the landfast ice,

Artificial dslands could delay break-up of the landfast idce in twg ways.
First, the islands could anchor the landfast ice, thereby delaying its drift
away from the Lstuary during break-up, Second, islands in the transition zone
could dincrease the extent of the landfast dce, and this could result in a
delay of break-up. The implications of delayed break-up include a potential
for delayed arrival of white whales in the Estuary, and changes in whale use
of this area, These effects could in turn alter the Inuit harvest of white
whales,

The date of breask-up in the Beaufort Sea has been recorded through Leandsat
imagery since 1973, Figure 2-2 illustrates the annual dates for both the
fracture of the Kugmallit ice barrier and the complete clearing of the
Tandfast ice. To date, there has been no evidence to suggest that artificial
islangs have affected either,
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There 1is concern that artificial islands constructed seaward of the normal
landfast ice edge (i,e., in the transition zone} could extend the landfast
ice beyond its average limit., To date, only two islands have been constructed
segward of the fast dce edge. Uviluk was operated during the winter of
1982-83 and remained within the transition zone throughout that period. The
istand did not impede ice movements beyond its rubble field (radius of 100 to
200 m). Kogyuk, the second island to be constructed seaward of the landfast
ice, was used for exploratory drilling during the winter of 1983-84. During
this period, it remained in the mobile pack-ice. From 1973 to 1983, the
Kogyuk site was located within the landfast ice zone in 2 of 11 years
(1974, 1977),

The available data suggest that existing artificial islands have not had
detectable effects on either the extent or break-up of the landfast ice.
However, effects are difficult to detect given the high natural variability
which characterizes the ice regime of the Beaufort Sea, Furthermore, 1t 13
not known whether the number of disiands projected for construction in the

future would have detectable effects on the landfast ice regine.

Link 2: Icebreaker traffic in the Tandfast ice in spring will advance the
break-up of ice barriers across Kugmallit and Niakunak Bays.

During spring, break-up of the landfast ice proceeds simultaneously northward
from the Mackenzie River and southward from the transition zone. The final
remnant of ice to break forms an arch at approximately the 10 m isobath across
Kugmallit and Niakunak Bays. On the average, these arches disintegrate 17 and
8 days following the beginning of break-up in Kugmallit and Miakunak bays,
respectively. White whales do not have access to the bays until these arches
break. Therefore, fcebreaker traffic through these narrow ice remnants could
result in whales having earlier access to these areas.
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However, large icebreakers (i.e., » Class 2) cannot operate in either of these
areas because depths are too shalioew. No icebreaking activity is currently
envisaged for the Kugmallit Bay area. However, if a Yukon shorgbase is
developed in the future, a limited amount of icebreaking activity would likely

be required in Niakunak Bay during spring.

Link 3¢ The timing of break-up of the landfast ice determines the timing of
entry, the numbers, and the duration of residence of white whales in
Niakunak and Kugmallit bays,

Date of the first arrival of white whales in the Mackenzie Estuary is
correlated with the date that the ice barrier across the bays is breached. 0On
average, the first whales enter Niakunak Bay 2.8 days after the ice barrier is
breached {n = 7 yrs.), In Kugmallit Bay, whales first enter an average of 1.2
days after the ice is breached (n = 8 yrs,). However, the arrival of large
numbers of whales in the bays appears more dependent on time of year than on
time of breakup. Large numbers of whales have arrived an average of 9.8 days
after break-up in Niakunek Bay (n = 5 yrs.} and 8.3 days after break-up in
Kugmallit Bay {n = 3 yrs.) (Fraker and Fraker 1982; Norton Fraker 1983).

Fraker and Fraker {1982) suggested that the relative numbers cf whales
occupying Hiakunak and Kugmallit Bays is determined by the reltative timing cf
break-up in  these two areas. This suggestion was based on Timited
observations that the number of whales in Kugmallit Bay s lower in years when
the ice there breaks later than in Niakunak Bay. More recently, however,
Norton Fraker (1983) suggested that the relative numbers occupying each bay
probably also relates to, and is influenced by, dice conditions aleong the

spring migration route.
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Although break-up dates in Niakunak and Kugmallit bays are highly variahle
(e.g., June 15 to July 11 during the period from 1973 to 1982; Fraker and
Fraker 1982; Norton Fraker 1983), the length of time that the whales spend in
the Estuary does not vary to the same degree. For example, relatively large
numbers of individuals occur in the Estuary for about three weeks, regardless
of the date of first arrival, Therefore, the available data suggest that the
first arrival of whales in the Estuary s a function of break-up timing, while
the number of whales reaching each bay and their length of stay is not.

The effects of industry-related break-up delays on whale use and distributien
in the Mackenzie Estuary are unknown. In the Canadian High Arctic, severe ice
conditions have prevented white whales from entering estuaries, In some
instances, these whales have occupied alternate estuaries, or in extreme
cases, do not enter estuaries at all (Finley 1976, Davis and Finley 197%;
Koski and Davis 1979). It is pessible that in extreme cases, delayed break-up
of ice in the Mackenzie Lstuary could altso prevent whales from occupying this
area, Since white whales probably occupy these areas for moulting {(Finley
1382), there would presumably be no advantage t0 entering estuaries after the
moult has been completed. However, there 15 no available information
regarding the particular date after which the moult is complete, and therefore

the time at which the whales may nc Jonger enter the estuarine environment.

Link 4: The timing of entry, the numbers and the duration of residence of
white whales in Kugmallit and Niakunak bays will influence the white
whale harvest.

White whale harvest levels in Niakunak Bay have been relatively consistent
(range: 20 to 35 whales) throughout the ll-year period from 1972 to 1982
(Horton Fraker 1983). The number of whales harvested is relatively low in
“omparison to the large number (over 6000 in some years) of whales that occcupy
this bay each July, As a result, these data cannot be used to evaluate the
validity of the above linkage.
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On the other hand, the harvest levels 1in Kugmallit Bay are relatively
variabie, Landings in this area have ranged from 37 to 150 whales (Norten
Fraker 1983), while peak whale abundance 1in Kugmallit Bay has varied from
about 120 to 2000 (n = 7 yrs.). The existing evidence suggests that when the
abundance of white whales in Kugmallit Bay is very low (e.g., 120 animals in
1980), there is a corresponding reduction in the number of whales Tlanded
{(Figure 2-3}.

The c¢lear relationship between the arrival dates of white whales in Kugmallit
Bay and the number of whales harvested in a particular year is illustrated in
Figure 2-4. In general, the number of animals harvested is lower 1n years
when the whales arrive late in the bay. The Tink was therefore considered
valid since both the number of whales present and the date of arrival appear

correlated with harvest levels.

Link 5: S$hip passages through Niakunak and Kugmallit bays will disturb
white whales and this will reduce the number of animals that
fregquent the Bays and/or the time whales spend in the bays.

Link 6: Ship traffic in Niakunak and Kugmallit bays will lead to changes in
the distribution of whales in the Bays, and these changes will lead to
c¢hanges {probably reductions) in the harvest levels, In addition,
ship traffic could directly interfere with hunting activities by
frightening whales that are being hunted,

[t has been well documerted in the Beaufort Sea and elsewhere that moving
ships and barges can result in short-term changes in white whale distribution
(Fraker 1977a, 1977b; Pippard and Malcolm 1978; Fraker and Fraker 1982; Finley
et al, 1983; Norton Fraker 1983; F. Awbrey, W, Evans, pers. comms.}., However,
gvidence from Alaska and Churchill, Manitoba suggests that white whales
habituate to repeated ship disturbances 1in some instances (R. Davis, pers,

comm, }.
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Marine vessel activities 1in Niakunak and Kugmaliit bays may disturb white
whales and causé short-term avoidance respenses by some individuals. The
potential for these activities to result in long-term changes in white whale
abundance and distribution in the bays exists, although it s not known if and
to what extent such changes would occur. Both short and long-term effects
could lead to effects on white whale harvest levels through displacement of
whales from traditional and/or accessible hunting areas.

In Xugmallit Bay, marine vessels follow channels along the southern and
eastern shores. There is no evidence to suggest that the present level of
ship traffic (i.e., 2 to 6 passages per day) 1is affecting white whale
distribution in central and western partions of the bay (Norton Fraker 1983),
There is also some evidence that white whales in the Estuary are generally
habituated to disturbances associated with Inuit hunting activities, although
hunting can lead to ‘tocal changes 1in whale distribution (Fraker and Fraker
1982).,

Link 7: Increased Inuit employment by the oil industry and various supporting
businesses will lead to changes in hunter effort,

Inuit employment in the wage economy cculd reduce time available for hunting,
and thereby reduce hunting effort. On the other hand, wage earners may have
increased opportunities to purchase improved vehicles and eqguipment, and this
could lead to improved hunting efficiency and increased catch-per-unit-effort
(CPUE), At the same time, wage employment could reduce the experience and
capabilities of the hunters, which in turn would reduce CPUE and increase the
number of whales kitled but lost, Although overall changes in hunter effort
are likely to occur, the direction and implicatiens of these changes cannot he
predicted at present.
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Link 8: Changes in hunter effort will lead to changes in the white whale
harvest,

Although this 1ink was considered valid, the direction of the potential
changes in harvest levels are not known.

CONCLUSIONS

A. It was concluded that delays in break-up could lead to a reduction in the
white whale harvest, However, on the basis of projections in the present
development scenarjo, substantial delays in break-up of barriers across
Kugmailit and HNiakunak bays have a low probability of occurrence. In
addition, the timing of break-up is not the only facteor determining the
arrival time of white whales in the Estuary, although it 1is a gqood

indicator in most years.

It is not known if dindustry-induced delays in break-up are possible, or
would be of sufficient magnitude to result in a major reduction in the
number of whales using the Mackenzie Lstuary. However, within the range
of natural variation observed between 1872 and 1982, there is a weak
positive correlation between whale abundance and size of harvest, and a

negative correlation hetween arrival date and size of harvest.

B. It was concluded that dicebreaker traffic would npt likely result in an
early break-up of dce-bridges across Kugmallit and Niakunak bays.
Icebreaking vessels will operate out of shorebases (e.g., McKinley Bay,
Stokes Point, King Point) located outside of the Mackenzie Estuary, and
therefore will not cross dce-bridges in either of these bays. This
conclusion may require re-evaluation if barge traffic associated with
future developments along the Yukon Coast traverse MNiakunak Bay before
disintegration of the ice-bridge.
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C. The available evidence suggests that increases in'ship and barge traffic
in the Mackenzie Estuary could affect the white whale harvest. Whales may
become Tess accessible to hunters if their distribution within the Estuary
is affected by vessel activity, particularly 1in Niakunak Bay. Ship
traffic may also physically interfere with the hunt. It is not Known
whether vessel traffic would affect the length of time that white whales
spend in the bays, although there has been no apparent effect to date.

. Increased Inuit employment in the wage economy is likely to change hunter
effort and harvest levels, although the directions of these potential
changes are unknown. Since these changes will largely be a matter of
hunter areference, it is not recommended that they he monitored for their
own sake at present., Nevertheless, it will be necessary to separate the
effects of direct industry activities on harvest levels, from effects on
harvest levels resulting from changes in hunter effort.

RESEARCH

A study of the factors influencing white whale distribution within Niakunak
and Kugmallit Bays should be conducted in order to provide the basis for
separation of natural variability in white whale distribution from
industry-related effects. Survey results collected during the past eight
years should constitute the main data source, and should be evaluated with
respect to the following:

water temperature

wind direction and lee shores
turbidity

flow rates of the Mackenzie River
responses to existing hunting efforts,
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Data have been collected for some of these factors, but have not been
collectively analysed to date. Retrospective analyses of these data and
existing information on whale distribution should be conducted. Any factors L
that appear to strongly influence whale distribution should be examined in

future field studies. Water temperature, for example, could be examined
remotely during whale surveys, and its effect on determining whale
distribution then quantified. The parameters to be examined and the
requirements of  subseguent studies should be determined after the
retrospective analyses,

MONITORING

The group concluded that the existing white whale monitoring program should be
continued and revised. Existing studies of white whale abundance and
distribution in reltation to industry activity in the Beaufort Sea constitute
the longest time series of data for any Arctic marine mampal, and have allowed
relatively confident evaluation of the status of Mackenzie white whale stock.
The existing program is operational in the sense that it 15 designed to
rapidly detect real or perceived problems associated with the white whale
harvest, and to allow opportunities for mitigation. 1t is recommended that

the program continue in the fellowing manner,

Comgonant A

White whale harvest levels in the Mackenzie Estuary should continue to bDe
monitored, and include information concerning the location and time of all
kills, These date are currently being collected by the Department of
Fisheries and Qceans.
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This component of the moﬁitoring program should also in¢clude the continuation
of regular visits to the whaling camps. These visits provide information on
hunter effort and harvest levels, as well as opportunities for identifying
industry-hunter conflicts, Data concerning hunter effort patterns such as
number of hunters, number and location of camps, and major eguipment changes
should also ke collected during camp visits,

Component B

The abundance and distribution of whales in the Estuary should be monitored in
conjunction with the direct monitoring of the harvest, This study component
will allow for evaluation of potential industry-related effects on whale use
patterns. A dong time series of data is needed to encompass the range in
natural variability. The basi¢ appreoach should be to continue the aerial

survey programs to document the following:

1) First arrival and peak abundance dates, and the relationship of these
dates to timing of break-up. Surveys along the fast ice edge, at
least as far east as Cape Dalhousie, should be conducted and
suppiemented with satellite imagery,

2) Systematic surveys of Niakunak and Kugmallit bays should be conducted
following arrival of the whales in the Mackenzie Lstuary. Two or
three surveys of Niakunak Bay and 5-6 surveys of Kugmallit Bay would
be required each year given the present level of industry activity in
the area.

3} At the period of peak whale abundance, the outer Delta should also be
surveyed to provide estimates of the total number of white whales
using the entire Mackenzie Estuary. These estimates are necessary to
examine long-term trends in the number of white whales using the
Estuary.

Comgonent G

If major industrial developments or increases in activity are expected, the
monitoring program should be intensified. For example, if a shorebase is




D,

developed at King Point or Stokes Pgint, barge traffic could increase signifi-
cantly in Niakunak Bay. A more dintensive examination of whale distribution
patterns should be undertaken one or two years before this type of development

oCCUrs,

Monitoring of behavioural responses of whaies to any additional traffic or
activities should be conducted after the increases in Jindustrial activity.
Any changes in whale distribufion or abundance should be examined, and related
to potential changes in harvest levels., The duration of the monitoring effort
would be determined by the responses of whales, and the nature and extent of
potential effects on harvest levels,

Comgonent D

Monitoring for effects of offshore structures on ice break-up patterns should
gontinue using remote sensing techniques, These studies should be carried out
on an cgngoing basis to determine if delays in break-up are occurring, and to

separate natural variations from any industry-related effects.
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HYPOTHESIS NOD. 3

THE EFFECTS OF MARINE VESSEL TRAFFIC, SEISMIC ACTIVITIES,
OREDGING OPERATIONS, AIRCRAFT OVERFLIGHTS AND ACTIVE
OFF SRORE PLATFORMS/ISLANDS ON THE SI7E OF THE
BEAUFORT SEA POPULATIONS OF RINGED SEALS
AND BEARDED SEALS




Figure 3-1

Marine vessel traffic, seismic activities, dredging operations,
ajrcraft overflights and active offshore platforms/islands
will reduce the size of the Beaufort Sea populations
of ringed and bearded seals,
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linkages

1. tach active offshore platform will result in the exclusion of ringed and
bearded seals from some habitat.

2, Marine traffic (ships, dredges, seismic vessels, etc,} will exclude ringed
and bearded seals from avaiiable habitat.

3. Each passage of a ship or other marine vessel will reduce the feeding time
available to ringed and hearded seals.

4. Each passage of a vessel will increase the energy expenditure of seals
because of avoidance behavicur,

The available aquatic habitat determines the level of available food,

i

6. The amount of available food and the time available for feeding determine
energy intake.

7. Neoise from aircraft overflights will disturb hauled-out seals and lead to
increased energy cosis.

8. Energy intake and expenditures determine the energy balance,
. The energy baignce of a seal determines its survival and its ability to

reproduce, The energy balance of the individuals in a population
infiuences the reproductive capacity and health of the population.
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INTRODUCTION

Ringed Seal

The ringed seal is the most abundant and widespread species of marine mammal
in the Canadian Arctic, and is harvested by residents of virtually all ceastal
arctic communities, Breeding adults occur primarily in landfast ice areas
during winter, and pupping occurs during tate March and early April in
subnivean lairs on the Jce {(Smith and Stirling 1975). Within the Beaufort
region, the bays of Amundsen Guif support the highest densities of breeding
seals (2.5 females/km®). Ringed seal breeding densities in aveas off the
Mackenzie 0Oelta and Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula {i.e., the development zone) are
lower, prebably within the range from 0.4 to 1.0 females/kmz (Stirling et
al. 1982}, Subadults and non-breeding adults occur in leads and areas of thin
ice in the transition zone during winter and spring (Stirling et al. 1975),
The latter group is not expected to be territorial, and probably moves locally
in response to food availability and ice conditions.

Large numbers of ringed seals haul out to moult during June, primarily on the
landfast ice, In the Canadian Beaufort Sea and Amundsen Gulf, highest on-ice
densities of hauled-out seals tend to occur along seaward portions of the
fast-ice in Amundsen Gulf {2.6/km2 in 1982; Kingsley and Lunn 1983}, The
densities of hauled-out ringed seals offshore of the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula and
Mackenzie Delta were 0.15/km2 in 1981 and 0.42/km2 in 1982 (Kingsiey and
Lunn 1983). \Uncorrected estimates of the number of hauled-out ringed seals
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{an index of relative abundance) in the Canadian Beaufort and western Amundsen
Gulf during haul-out have indicated that population levels fluctuate among
years., During the period from 1974 through 1979, uncorrected estimates of the
number of hauled-out ringed seals ranged from 23,000 (1977) to 61,000 (1978)
(Stirling et al. 1982).

Bearded Seal

Bearded seals are also hunted by Inuit, but are not as abundant or important
to the native harvest as ringed seals. During winter, bearded seals probably
occur primariily in shallower (20 m to 50 m depth) areas of the transition zone
or in nearshore pack-ice areas. Pups are born on moving pack-ice during late
Aprit and early May. Recorded uncorrected densities of hauled-out bearded
seals offshore of the Mackenzie Delta and Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula were
2.1/100 km? of dce in June 1981 and 8.7/100 km? of dce in June 1982.
Bearded seals tend to haul out near the fast-ice edge, or on small flges in
the transition zone (Kingsley and Lunn 1983}.

Matural fluctuations in the Beaufort S5Sea bearded seal population have also
been demonstrated, In the period from 1974 to 1979, uncorrected estimates of
the number of bearded seals hauled-cut on the ice in the Canadian Beaufort Sea
and western Amundsen Gulf have ranged from 1300 in 1977, to 3100 in 1978
(Stirling et al, 1982),.

A1l of the various industry activities considered in this hypothesis could
result in disturbance of ringed and bearded seals, The overall concern is
that the cumulative effects of these activities could affect the energy
balance of the seals by reducing the amount of time available for feeding
and/or by increasing energetic costs through avoidance behaviour. A negative
energy balance could then lead to reduced reproductive rates. Other concerns
regarding the potential effects of offshore hydrocarbon development on seals
are addressed in Hypotheses 4, 5 and 6.



m——-————————?———

69
A
LINKAGES

1

Link 1: Each active offshore platform will result in the exclusion of ringed i
and bearded seals from some habitat. L

Y

Although no quantitative studies of the effects of offshore o0il1 and gas E

exploration and production structures on seals have been conducted, there are
numernus pubtlished and unpublished anecdotal accounts of seals in the vicinity
of such facilities in the Beaufort Sea (e.g., Renaud and Davis 198l; Ward
1981; Harwood and Ford 1983; Mctaren and Davis 1984). Industry personnel and
ice observers stationed at offshore structures (and on vessels) in the
Beaufort Sea frequently observe both ringed and bearded seals, with total

numbers observed during the open water season ranging from a few hundred to

——

over 1000. In addition, observers report that individual seals are often
sighted near a given structure for extended periods {e.g., 24 hours),

However, it is not known if these sightings represent all age and sex classes

of seals or are more representative of one group such as subadults., Tt was
agreed by the discussion group that although Link 1 is probably valid, the
available evidence suggests that the extent of exclusion would be
inconsequential and in most instances limited to the physical extent of the
structure/island.

Link 2: Marine traffic (ships, dredges, seismic vessels, etc.) will exclude
ringed and bearded seals from available habitat,

There are no empirical data which can be used %o determine if seals are
excluded from a zene around ship tracks, although theoretically such
exclusions could occur., On the basis of many anecdcotal observations of seails
near offshore structures and vessels, the consensus of the discussion group
was that exclusion of seals from available habitat would be localized and
probably of short duration. Consequently, exclusion of seals from available
habitat was not considered significant for the present Jevels of industry
activity in the Beaufort.
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A more serious concern is that the combination of all industry activities in
the Beaufort during peak/high development periods may exclude seals from a
much larger area. However, even a large scale exclusion was considered
unlikely given {1} the present Tack of small scale responses, and (2) the
responses of other seal populations in industrialized areas {see Richardson et
al. 1983).

An additional concern relates to the potential for exclusion of seals from
habitats affected by icebreakers. In landfast ice areas, icebreaker traffic
is expected to be restricted to relatively narrow corridors extending offshore
from ports in McKinley Bay and along the Yukon coast, Consequently, assuming
adherence to these corridors, the proportion of available landfast ice habitat
that could be affected by fcebreaking would be small {see Hypothesis No. 4),
Icebreaking in the transition 2one will have only temporary and localized
effects on this dynamic habitat, and therefore permanent exclusion of seals

from this area is unlikely,

Seismic exploration activity is of particular concern because of the intensity
of noise which emanates from active seismic vessels, although it is not known
how seals respond to this source of disturbance. However, seismic exploration
in open water areas tends %0 be relatively short-term (a few weeks) in any
particular area and does not occur in the same area every year. As a result,
any habitat exclusion that did occur would be short-term and irregquiar. The
consequences would likely be regionally insignificant, since food is probably
not a limiting factor during summer and adjacent unaffected habitats could be
used for feeding,

On-ice seismic programs which are conducted in winter could affect ringed
seals, alihough the majority of this activity takes place on ice over waters
< 3 m deep, and therefore too shallow to support overwintering ringed seals,
Preliminary studies of the effects of on-ice seismic activity in Alaska on
ringed seals suggest that habitat exclusion 1is extremely 1localized and
unlikely to affect seal populations (Burns and Kelly 1982).
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Overall, it was concluded that marine vessel traffic and seismic activity
would exclude seals from little of the available habitat,

Link 3: Each passage of a ship or other marine vessel will reduce the feeding
time available to ringed and bearded seals.

Although this 1ink is undoubtediy valid since some seals will have to take
action to avoid ships, the important consideration is whether or not their
behaviour would be altered for periods long enough to affect energy intake.
The anecdotal obhservations of seal behaviour near vessels and structures
described earlier indicate that Tong-~term interruptions to feeding do not
occur, and energy intake s probably not affected.

Link 4: Each passage by a vessel will increase the energy expenditure of seals
because of avoidance behaviour.

This 1ink was also considered vaiid for both ringed and bearded seals,
although again the dmportant consideration 1is whether the increased costs
would be sufficient to affect the overall energy balance of affected
individuals. The general conclusion of the group was that since seals do not
usually react markedly to industrial activities, the overall energetic costs
of avoidance behaviour are Tikely to be small and probably inconsequential.
An exception to this general conclusion might exist in localized areas during
the lTate winter and spring of 'heavy' ice years,

Link 5: The available aquatic habitat determines the level of available food.
The amount of food available to seals is, in general, a functicn of the amount

of available habitat. As discussed in relation to previous linkages of this
hypothesis, the amount of ringed seal habitat which would be excluded 1s
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small, and therefore signficiant reductions in energy intake are not Tikely to
occur, Bearded seals feed primarily in benthic habitats, and their prey may
be patchily distributed in suitable water depths, Consequently, the potential
for exclusicn of hearded seals from avaitable habitat and therefore food would
be greater than for ringed seals which feed in the water column.

Concerns relating to the potential effects of Varge scale dredging operations
on benthic food resources available to bearded seals have been identified,
However, natural scouring of the seafloor by ice is extensive in waters less
than 50 m deep, and dredging associated with offshore development will affect
a comparatively small proportion of the available habitat. For example, the
spatial extent of seafloor removal due to dredging has been estimated to be no
more than §&.3 km2 annuaily. Consequently, dredging 1is not likely to
significantly reduce the amount of food available to bearded seals.

Link 6: The amount of available food and the time available for feeding
determine energy intake.

This Jink 1s self-evident and valid. The previous discussions indicate that
neither food availability through habitat exclusien nor available feeding time
will be significantly affected by offshore development. Therefore, significant
reductions in energy intake of seals are unlikely to occur.

Link 7: Noise from aircraft overflights will disturb hauled-out seals and lead
to increased enerqgy costs.

Hauled-out seals occasionally dive in response to overflights by low-flying
afrcraft. M, Kingsley {pers. comm.} estimated that 25 to 40 percent of
hauled-out ringed seals dive when overfliown by fixed-winged aircraft at
altitudes of 90 to 150 m, The percentage of ringed seals in birth lairs that

-z



73

dive in response to overflights is not known, although the proportion is
probably Tower than for hauled-out seals since noise levels within lairs would
be muted and no visual cues are associated with the noise,

The biological significance of repeated immersion during pupping or haul-out
is not known. Seals are in an overall negative energy balance condition
during the Tlate spring, and there could be thermal consequences associated
with repeated immersions during the moult, Seals repeatedly overflown could
{1) vacate affected areas or (2} habituate to disturbances and not dive when
an aircraft approaches, although the extent to which either of these responses
would occur is unknown,

The reactions of dindividual seals to repeated overflights have not been
directly studied. However, Finley (1976) indirectly examined the possibility
that seals would vacate an area which was repeatedly overflown, A 17-km
aerfial survey transect over landfast ice in Resolute Passage was flown 31
times during the period from June 4 %o July 8, 1975, There was no overall
decline in the densities of ringed seals on the transect throughout the study
period, and therefore, no evidence to suggest that ringed seals had vacated
the area,

The discussion group suggested that the energetic costs to seals associated
with diving 1in response to aircraft could be minimized by restricting
overflights to a minimal number of well-defined flight corridors, and
maintaining prescribed flight altitudes when weather permits, Tt was
concluded that the energetic costs to affected individuals asseciated with
diving in response to aircraft would be insignificant in a regional context.

Link 8: Energy intake and costs determine the energy balance.

This 1ink is self-evident and valtid, and a necessary precursor to Link 9.
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Link 9: The energy balance of a seal determines its survival and its ability
to reproduce. The energy balance of the individuals in a population
influences the reproductive capacity and health of the population.

This Yink is valid and applies to both ringed and bearded seals. However, it
was concluded that in the majority of cases, there would be no major changes
to the energy balance of individual seals, and therefore populations. An
exception to this may occur during the late spring of years with 'heavy' ice
conditions when small changes 1in the natural energy balance may result in
detectable effects.

CONCLUSIONS

The group concluded that all links in the hypothesis were valid, and that the
hypothesis itself was realistic. It was also concluded, however, that the
cumulative effects of all 1links would probably bhe inconsequential, Most
participants agreed that population effects were unlikely to occur, and the
hypothesis was therefore not worth testing for either ringed seals ¢r bearded
seals. Some participants believed that effects on ringed seals were possible,
but would be too hard to detect given the nmatural variability in Beaufort Sea
ringed seal populations and the difficulty of establishing cause-effect
relationships between population ¢hanges and industry activities,

RESEARCH/MONITORING

No research or monitoring programs to address this hypothesis are recommended.
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 4

THE EFFECTS OF INCREASED FREQUENCY OF ICEBRELAKER TRAFFIC
THROUGH THE LANDFAST ICE AND THROUGM AMUNDSEN GULF
ON RINGED SEAL PUP PRODUCTION
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Increased frequency of icebreaker traffic through
the landfast ice and through Amundsen Guif
will reduce ringed seal pup production,

RINGED SEAL PUP PRODUCTION

N

PUPPING HABITAT

L&
o]

FREQUENCY OF ICEBREAXER TRAFFIC THROUGH THE
LANDFAST ICE ARD THROUGH AMUNDSEN GULF

Figure 4-1 Potential effects of increased frequency of icebreaker traffic
through the Yandfast ice and through Amundsen Gulf on ringed seal
pup production.

Linkages

1. lIcebreaking vessels operating in the landfast ice and through Amundsen
Gulf will decrease the amount of pupping habitat available to ringed seals.

2. Adequate pupping habitat is necessary for the production of ringed seal
pups.

3. lIcebreaker traffic in late March, April and May will kill ringed seal »ups.
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INTRODUCTION

The ringed seal is the most numerous and widely distributed marine mammal in
the Canadian Arctic, It is an jmportant element of Arctic marine ecosystems,
hoth as a consumer and prey item. It is the primary prey of polar bears and
therefore has a considerable influence on the abundance and distribution of
the Beaufort Sea polar bear population, The ringed seal is also an important
species in the harvests of Canadian inuit,

Research in the Beaufort Sea has demonstrated that the location of ringed seal
pupping habitat 1is strongly correlated with ice type (Stirling &t al. 1975,
1977). Breeding seals occur in the highest densities on stabie fast ice. In
this habitat, females hollow birth lairs out of the snow, in the lee of
pressure ridges and hummocks (McLaren 1958; Smith and Stiriing 1975). In the
Reaufort $Sea region, stable ice areas important for ringed seal pupping occur
along the west coast of Banks Island, 1in northern Amundsen Guif, and 1in
southern Prince of Wales Strait. Tankers moving between the Beaufort
production zone and parry Channel would pass through areas of high pup
production in northern Amundsen Gulf and southern Prince of Wales Strait,
while certain fast ice areas in the Beaufort Sea would also be traversed by
icebreakers and ice-strengthened supply vessels,

There has been considerable concern regarding the potential effects of
icebreaking activities on ringed ceal populations, These cencerns wWere

identified during public hearings for both the Arctic Pilot Project ({EARP,
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NEB) and the Beaufort Sea Development Project (EARP). To date, there have
been no direct investigations of the effects of icebreaking on seals; only a
few studies have addressed this area of potential concern and then conly
indirectly (Alliston 1980, 1981; Kingsley and Lunn 1983), <{Consequently, the
lack of existing data precludes a confident assessment of the effects of

icebreaking on ringed seals occupying affected fast ice areas.

Link 1: Icebreaking vessels operating in landfast ice and through Amundsen Gulf
will decrease the amount of pupping habitat available to ringed seals.

Icebreaking activities could affect the amount of ringed seal pupping habitat
in the following ways:

a) large scale destabilization of ice in Amundsen Gulf;
b) small scale alteration of the ice regime in a ship's path; and

c) exclusion of pupping adult females from ice in the vicinity of ship
tracks due to underwater noise produced by vessels.

The following discussion addresses each of these three potential effects
separately.

a) Destabiiization of Ice in Amundsen Gulf

From November through to June or July, Amundsen Gulf is covered primarily by a
first year ice pack. Tnis pack includes small concentrations of muiti-year
ice which arise from late season influxes from the southeastern Beaufort Sea
and Prince of Wales Strait, The Amundsen 6Gylf d¢e cover s usually
characterized by distinct physical boundaries which correspond to transient,
and sometimes long-lived, north-south trending leads. These leads generally
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extend between points on the coastlines of southern Banks Island and the
mainiand, They alternatively disappear and reappear at the same or different
locations until, wusually in January or later, a final seascnal edge is
established separating the immobile or fast dce 1in the east from the
relatively mobile ice to the west. Typical locations of these leads are
indicated on Figure 4-2 (Smith and Rigby 1981). In most years, this boundary
Tead or division occurs at or to the west of a line from Cape Lambton at the
sguthern tip of Banks Island to Cape Parry. Stable, consolidated ice
conditions occur 1in the large proportion of Amundsen Gulf that Ties to the
east of this division. The stable ice corresponds to Type 1 ice habitat
designated by Stirling et al. (1975) as prime ringed seal pupping habitat.
Type 1 ice often occurs in the northern half of Amundsen Gulf, which js the
area most tikely to be traversed by icebreaking tankers, The ice to the west
of the division is dynamic, and consists of temporally and spatially varying
zones of thin and thick ice, detached flces and open water. This area is not
Tikely to provide suitable habitat for successful ringed seal pupping.

Occasionally (see January 14, 1978 and February 18, 1879 on Figure 4-2), the
situation des¢ribed above is altered when the boundary lead extends into the
extreme eastern portion of Amundsen Gulf. A more westward edge eventually
formed in 1979 (Marko and Fraker 1981), but in the years 1971 ({I. Stirling,
pers, comm,), 1978 (Marko and Fraker 1981) and 1981 (AES 1981), the boundary
lead was located in eastern Amundsen Gulf in early spring (Figure 4-3a,b)., As
a result, ice cover in the Gulf was unstable, and consisted of indivicual,
mobile floes, leads, polynyas and generally prevalent stretches of open water
and thin deteriorating ice.

The possibility that offshore fast ice areas may be susceptible to destabil-
ization as a result of longitudinal passages by an icebreaking vessel has been
considered by various authors (Marko 1978; Milne and Smiley 1978; Muller 1980;
Martec 1982; Dickins 1983). In each study, conclusions were based on
subjective evaluations of observed conditions, processes and operational
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Figure 4-2: The Cape Bathurst polynya and adjoining Tead systems showing
the conditions during particular months and years (from Smith

and Righy 1981)
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Figure 4-3: Distribution of ice and open water {or thin ice) in
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the western Arctic in spring, 1978
Fraker 1981),

from Marko and
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marine experience. Studies were concentrated primarily in Amundsen Gulf and
Lancaster Sound, since these are the Jocations of the ftwo most prominent
fast/mobite ice boundaries in the Canadian Arctic.

Theoretical treatments of the stability of these types of boundaries are
provided in Sodhi (1977) and Pritchard et al. (1979), In the latter case, a
rough derivation of plastic flow parameters was ogbtained from a comparison of
observed southerly idce "breakouts" 1in Bering Strait to estimates of time
dependent wind- and water-drag stresses acting on the ice cover, In this
instance, internal ice forces were expected to be of lesser importance, but
were suggested to be of possibly qreater significance at other ice edge
locations. Sodhi's treatment invelved the application of models, originally
derived from the movement of grain or sand through hoppers, to the macroscepic
ice case. Although estimates of a cohesive strength parameter were obtained,
neither this calculation or the Pritchard et al. (1979) treatment have been
extended to include the presence of an externally-introduced structural flaw
of the type that could be produced by an icebreaking vessel,

The behaviour of idce in Amundsen Gulf s very complex., Major features
include: (1) repeated intra- and inter-annual shifts in ice edge position;
(2) frequent development of complex lead structures; and (3) the unknown roles
played by ‘local ice rheology and external influences such as wind, air
temperatures and current patterns. A finite probability exists that
icebreaker traffic could significantly alter the extent of this ice cover in
Amundsen Guif. The alteration might be caused by (1) detachment and westward
drift of idce floes adjecent to the original ice edge during icebreaker
passages in the winter or spring, or (2} sufficient disruption of ice edge
stabilization processes by regular icebreaker passage during early winter to
allow significant wesiward movement of ice through the Gulf during the
subsequent winter and spring months, The Tlatter situation would lead to a
major reduction in the amount of ringed seal pupping habitat.




The possibility that icebreaker traffic would cdestabilize landfast ice fis
considered remote, Icebreakers have been moving through the landfast ice
between McKinley Bay and the shear zone of the Beaufort Sea since 1979,
Typically, vessels have moved into the bay during freeze-up when the ice is
0.3 to 0.6 m thick, and out of the bay in mid June to early July when the
thicker winter ice cover is deteriorating., MHowever, mid winter passages have
also occurred. In the winter of 1981-82Z, icebreakers made 26 vround trips
through the landfast fce opposite McKinley Bay during the months of November,
December, March and June, Photographic aerial reconnaissance and satellite
imagery during this period did not demonstrate any destabilization of the
landfast ice regime.

At the end of May 1981, the idcebreaker Kigoriak deliberately released a
triangular section from the landfast ice by cutting a V-track at the ice
edge. The wedge moved out to sea several days later during a period of strong
southerly winds., The event, however, had no apparent effect ¢n the natural
ice regime. Large floes have calved naturally on June 14, 16 and 7 in 1979,
1981 and 1982, respectively.

b) Disruption of Pupping Habitat along Tracks of Icebreaking Ships

Icebreaking ships may cross areas of stable ice used for pupping by ringed
seals. Ice in a wvessel's track will undoubtedly be disrupted, but the
important consideration is whether ice cover alterations are detrimental to
seals. Altiston (1980) demonstrated that the numbers of seal breathing holes
along winter icebreaker tracks off McKinley Bay was not different than the
numbers recorded in adjacent unaffected areas, and that avoidance of habitat
created in the tracks was not apparent, Since icebreaker tracks typically
include broken and irregular ice, they may actually create pupping habitat by
increasing the probabilities of the formation of snow drifts which could be
used for birth lairs,
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Even if it 1is assumed, as a worst case, that all dcebreaker tracks are
unusable by ringed seals, the overall amount of habitat affected would be
small, At present, icebreaking corridors through the landfast ice extend only
from McKintey Bay to the shear zone, although a further corridor through the
fast-ice would be utilized in the future if a port is developed along the
Yukon ceast. In addition, existing and proposed corridors through landfast
jce do not appear to include any areas of the Beaufort Sea that have been
classified as primary ringed seal habitat {see Stirling et al. 1977, 198l).

Water depths in many of the areas affected are less than 10 m, and therefore
upsuitable for ringed seals. From 1971 through 1979, thousands of kilometres 1
of sea jce in the Beaufort were surveyed for polar bears (Stirling et al,

1975, 1982}, During these studies, a reasonably accurate impression of the

age and sex classes of seals taken by bears in different areas and habitat

types was gained (Stirling and Archibald 1977, 1. Stirling, pers. comm.). The
observations suggest that landfast ice along the southern coast of the
Beaufort Sea from HMerschel Island to Cape Bathurst does not include primary
ringed seal pupping habitat.

Rough estimates of the amount of pupping habitat potentially affected by
icebreakers were calculated as follows. Shipping corridors through the fast
ice from a Yukon port and McKinley Bay will be about 50 km in liength,
Aporoximately half the length of the fast-ice corridors would occur over
ringed seal pupping habitat (e.g., in waters greater than 10 m deep).
Assuming a corridor width of 2 km, approximateiy 100 km2 of pupping habitat
would be affected in zones 8, 2 and 4. These zones contain a total of 14,500
kmz, and therefore the affected area represents less than 1 percent of the
combined zones.

As described earlier, however, fast ice habitats in the southern Beaufort Sea
are comparatively unproductive with respect to ringed seals, while northern
Amundsen Gulf and southern Prince of Wales Strait are more significant for
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pupping in this species.‘ Icebreaking corridors in zones 5 and 11 are expected
to be lenger and somewhat wider than those described above, particularly
during later stages of hydrocarbon development in the Beaufort region.
Nevertheless, similar calculations of the amount of habitat affected in these
areas also indicate that habitat loss would be minimal, with the exception of
Prince of Wales Strait where habitat loss could approach 7 percent,

¢) Effects of Underwater Noise

There have been no direct studies concerning the potential for ringed seals to
avoid idce-covered areas that are characterized by industrial underwater
noise, Therefore, it is not possible to predict whether pupping seals will
avoid areas affected by noise. Through examination of breathing hole
distribution during spring, Alliston (1980) found no evidence to suggest that
seals aveoided winter ijcebreaker tracks in areas offshore of McKinley Bay.
Kingsley and Lunn (1883) examined the distribution of hauled-out seals in the
Beaufort Sea during late June, and found no relationship to existing
industrial activities, Although both of these studies were indirect and did
not specifically examine pupping femalés, their results suggest that scme age
and sex classes of seals do not exhibit a widespread avoidance of underwater

noise sources,

Link 2: Adequate pupping habitat is necessary for the production of ringed
seal pups.

Preferred ringed seal pupping habitat can be characterized as stable, flat ice
that is interspersed with pressure ridges that move 1little, if at ali,
following freeze-up. Ridges and hummocks that are drifted with snow are
important for seal birth lairs, while snow depth between the pressure ridges
is apparently not a critical factor, Stirling et al. (1975) termed the above
as Type 1 dce, and report that prime ringed seal pupping habitat includes
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Type 1 ice over water depths of at least 10 m. In the western Arctic,
productive Type 1 habitat occurs in northwestern Amundsen Gulf, southern
Prince of Wales Strait, and along the west coast of Banks Island, It is not
known whether the amount of pupping habitat limits the production of pups by
the seal population, The amount of pupping habitat is likely to be relatively
constant on a year-to-year basis, with the exception of the larger variahility
associated with those years {(i.e., 1971, 1978 and 1981) in which the fast ice
zones of the northwestern Amundsen Gulf undergo winter break-up and
destabilization (Marko and Fraker 1981; J. Marko, pers. comm.). The effect of
this break-up on pup production or survival is not known,

Link 3 Icebreaker traffic in late March, April and May will ki1l ringed seal
pups.

Although studies to examine ringed seal pups in lairs directly affected by
icebreakers have not been conducted, there is concern that newborn and very
young pups would be unable to avoid vessels and would subsequently die through
crushing or exposure, The age when pups would be able to effectively avoid a
vessel s unknown, although it would probably be no sooner than two or three
weeks of age,

Densities of pupping ringed seals are low (<« 1 or 2 kmz), and only small
numbers of individuals would actually occur within a ship track during the few
weeks when pups are vulnerable., Consequently, the proportion of pups at risk
in any one year would be small; probably less than 1 percent of ithe total pups
in  the region, Loss of this proportion of pups would probably be
inconsequential to the population, given the relatively high rates of natural
mortality in the first year of life,
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CONCLUSIONS

Small scale alterations to the fce regime in a ship's path (Link 1b), and
neise-related exclusion of pupping females from the vicinity of tracks (Link
lc) were both considered possible. However, the potential effects on ringed
seal pup production were not expected to be regionmally significant or worthy
of further investigation. Similiarly, the regional impacts of direct pup
mortality resulting from icebreaker traffic in April and May were expected to
be insignificant at the population level,

On the other hand, large-scale destabilization of the Amundsen Guif ice cover
due to icebreaking activities (Link 1la) could be an area of significant
concern, although present evidence for this Tink is Targely circumstantial. It
is recommended that further research regarding the potential for large-scale
ice destabilization processes in Amundsen Gulf be undertaken to determine both

the requirement for and suitable design of any monitoring programs,

RESEARCH

Analysis of ringed seal samples collected by T.G. Smith (DFO) near Holman
Island between 1971 and 1982 1is planned for 1984, These analyses shouid
indicate any significant variability in population parameters that may have
occurred during that perifod (i.e., age-specifit reproductive rates and
mortality rates), and findings can be subsequently related to years of ice
destabilization in Amundsen Gulf (i.e., 1971 and 1978),

If analysis of these data indicates that pup production is sensitive to
variations in the ice regime, further dice stability research may be
warranted. This research could include modification and direction of existing
theories of ice strength and structure, and investigation of two-dimensional
ice strain involving use of NOAA, Landsat and SLAR imagery. [If these data
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indicate a requirement for higher resolution information, time series strain
measurements in critical areas and deployment of sea bottom-mounted acoustic
tracking arrays in conjunction with on-ice transponders could be considered.
An examination of recent historical data may also be required. Emphasis
during these studies should be placed on documenting: strain histories for
comparisons with wind and possibly current measurement records; and the
observed sequences of lead-forming and jce movement events,

MONITORING

Uncertainties related to the potential for destabilization of the ice regime
in Amundsen Gulf and potential impacts of this destabilization on ringed seal
pup production are considered adeguate justification for a moenitoring
nrogram. Monitoring could include routine aerial photography of icebreaking
activity in Amundsen Gulf, and analysis of the daia collected (depending on
the results of the previously described research) in conjunction with wind and
large scale ice movement data. This monitoring program would provide further
information on the probabilities and mechanisms of fast ice destabilization.
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 5

THE EFFECTS OF ICEBREAKER TRAFFIC IN THE TRANSITION
(SHEAR) ZONE ON BEARDED SEAL PUP PRODUCTION
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lcebreaker traffic in the transition (shear) zone
will reduce bearded seal pup production

BEARDED SEAL PUP PRODUCTION

MORTALITY MATING SUCCESS

£ TR
® | @

ICEBREAKER TRAFFIC IN SHEAR ZONE
DURING APRIL AND MAY

Figure 5.1: Potential effects of jcebreaker traffic in the shear zone an
bearded seal pup production :

Linkages

1. Icebreaker traffic in the shear zone during April and May will interfere
with vocalizations of male bearded seals, and this will result in reduced
mating success.

2. Successful mating is necessary for production of bearded seal pups.

3. Icebreaker traffic within the shear zone during April and May will result
in mortality of bearded seal pups,
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INTRODUCTION

Bearded seals are largely solitary animals which are usually widely dispersed
and net known to occur in large aggregations in any habitat. They tend to
avoid fast ice, but can be relatively commen in certain types of pack ice and
in the transition or shear zone (Burns and Frost 1979; Stirling et al. 1882),
The size of the Bering Sea-Chukchi Sea population of bearded seals has been
estimated at 300,000 to 450,000 {Braham et al. 1977). However, the Beaufort
Sea provides much less favourable habitat than more westerly portions of the
range of this population (Burns and Frost 1979)., For example, aerial surveys
of hauled out bearded seals in the Canadian Beaufort over a G-year period have
resulted in estimates of 2200 to 8300 dindividuals (Stirling et al. 198Z}.
These estimates are not corrected for seals under the ice at the time of the
surveys and therefore represent minimum numbers present in the area {Stirling
et al, 1982; 1. Stirling, pers. comm.). In general, past surveys indicate
that there is approximately one bearded seal for every 20 ringed seals in the
Canadian Beaufort.

Although not as impartant as the ringed seal to the native harvest, the
bearded seal is used for domestic leather products. In addition, it is also
preyed upon to some extent by polar bears (Stirling and Archibald 1977; Smith
1980). The bearded seal only represents a small proportion of the total seal
kill by bears (i.e., on the order of one bearded seal for every 10 to 20
ringed seals -- Stirling and Archibald 1977; I, Stirling, pers, comm.), but
may be important because of its large size and energetic value.
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Bearded zeals give birth to a single precocious pup on moving ice in late
April or early May (Burns and Frost 1979). The preferred pupping habitat of
this species is the shear zone, which is also the location of existing andg
propesed shipping corridors in the Beaufort Sea. Therefore, there js some
concern that ship traffic will affect bearded seal production either directly,
by crushing the pups, or indirectly, by reducing mating success and subsequent
pup production (Figure 5-1),

LINKAGES

Link 1: Icebreaker traffic in the shear zone during April and May will
interfere with vocalizations of male bearded seals, and this will
result in reduced mating success.

Bearded seals (especially males) are highly vocal, particularly during the
breeding season (Ray et al. 1869 Stirling et al. 1983}, The calls are
audible under some circumstances for more than 40 km, and may serve to attract
female seals and exclude other males from underwater territories. During
warkshop discussions; it was suggested that disturbance could reduce
vocatization rates and/or that ship noise could completely mask calls. Either
of these reductions in communication could lead to reduced mating success and
pregnancy rates., However, there has been Tittle research on the behaviour of
bearded seals, and there is essentially no evidence available to support or
reject this link in the hypothesis,

Link 2: Successful mating is necessary for production of bearded seal pups,

This Tink is both self-evident and valid. Pup production is a function of the
pregnancy rate which averages about 85 percent (Burns and Frost 187%; Smith
1981). However, there are almost no data on the extent of natural variability
in pregnancy rates between years or between areas,
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Link 3: Icebreaker traffic within the shear zone during April and May will

result in mortality of bearded seal pups.

As 1indicated eariier, the shear zone is the preferred pupping habitat of
bearded seals (Stirling et al. 1982), and will also be the preferred corridor
for some shipping activity associated with hydrocarbon development in the
Beaufort region. There is some limited anecdotal evidence of direct mortality
of other species of seals due to icebreaking activities, although mortality of
bearded seal pups or their mothers has not been documented to date. However,
the workshop participants agreed that some degree of mortality would be
expected within the region, particularly during the period of maximum
vulnerability of seal pups, which is assumed to be 2 or 3 days after birth,

Pupping habitat available to bearded seals in the transition zone (spatial
units 3 and 9) s approximately 34,000 kmz. It is reasonable to assume that
the pupping females are relatively uniformly distributed throughout this
habitat (Stirling et al. 1982). Pupping 1is also assumed to be fairly
synchronous in the area, and as a result, the period when vulnerable pups are
present on the ice s likely to be fairly short -- perhaps 2 to 3 weeks,
Although it is not possible to predict how much icebreaker traffic woulid occcur
during this period, the combined width of the tracks from all passages is
Tikely to be less than 1 km. 7To derive a very conservative estimate of the
degree of mortality which could result from icebreaker traffic, it was assumed
that all pups in a corridor 1 km wide and over a distance of 360 km would be
killed. The latter number is the distance along the jce edge between Stokes
Point and McKinley Bay. Therefore, only about one percent (360/34,000) of the
available habitat would be affected by icebreaking activities, and only about
one percent of the bearded seal pups would be at risk. Observed densities of
bearded seals in this area range from 1 to & animals per 100 km2 although
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not all of these seals ar@.pupping females. However, individuals that are
beneath the ice are not included in the above estimates. Thus, if the above
assumptions are reasonable, it is considered likely that direct mortality of
bearded seal pups due to icebreaking would amount to fewer than 20 individuals
per year.

CONCLUSTONS

At present, the level of understanding regarding bearded seal vocalizations
and their importance in determination of mating success and pup production is
inadequate either to accept or reject Link 1 in this hypothesis. More
detailed information on bearded seal vocalizations and behaviour would be
useful for prediction and dinterpretation of the potential effects of
icebreaker traffic. However, given the 1imited understanding and difficulty
in precisely measuring reproductive success, it is considered unlikely that

industry-related effects on pup production would be detectable,

Atthough icebreaker traffic will probably result in direct mortality of some
bearded seal pups (Link 3}, such losses are expected to be insignificant to
the population.

RESEARCH

The hypothesis linkage that ship disturbance will lead to a reduction in
bearded seal vocalization rates could be tested through a series of underwater
recordings of seal calls, It would be necessary to establish a baseline for
vocalization rates in both a control area and an area which would be exposed
subsequently to icebreaker traffic. Use of a computerized array of
hydrophones would be necessary to determine the location of individual seals
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and the numbers in each area. Recordings of bearded seal vocalization rates
in both the control and disturbed area would be required before, during and
after the disturbance period. A problem with this research program js that
ship noise may mask seal calls, and thereby make it impossible to determine if
vocalization rates change,

Even if the above experiments did demonstrate a reduction in vocalization
rates, this does not necessarily mean that such effects would lead to reduced
mating success and pup production. To evaluate this question samples of adult
female bearded seals would have to be collected in a disturbed area and in an
undisturbed control area. Relatively large samples would have to be collected
to assure statistically reliable results. This type of research would jnvolve
the combined determination of the presence of a corpus luteum to indicate
ovulation and the presence of a fertilized egg. The latter is difficult to
determine because of the delayed jmplantation that occurs in seals.

It was also censidered possible that the sampling program necessary to address
the potential for reductions in pup production due to icebreaking would have a
greater impact on the population than would this form of industria?
disturbance. Therefore, the working group concluded that although a research
program directed at bearded seal vocalizations could offer some relevant
information, this research is not a high priority.

MONITORING
A monitoring program to determine the impacts of icebreaker and tanker traffic

in the transition zone on bearded seal pup production was not considered
justifiable or practical,
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HYPOTHESIS NO, 6

THE EFFECTS OF ICEBREAKER TRAFFIC IM AMUMDSEN GULF
ON THE RINGED SEAL AND POLAR BEAR POPULATIONS
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lcehreaker traffic in Amundsen Gulf will affect
the ringed seal and polar bear populations.

POLAR BEAR POPULATION
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Figure 6-1: Potential effects of icebreaker traffic in Amundsen Gulf on
the ringed seal and polar bear populations.
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Linkages

1,

Icebreaker traffic in Amundsen Gulf will move the stable ice edge to the
east (and alter the Bathurst polynya) in winter and spring.

Movement of the stable ice edge may 4in furn change the total amount of
open water in the region.

The coverage thickness and location of ice determines the level of primary
productivity.

Primary production is enhanced (perhaps 4in patchesi near the MacKenzie
River plume edge,

5, 6 and ba. The jevel of primary productivity determines the Tevel of

secondary productivity in zooplankton, epibenthos and benthos.

7, & and 9a. Distribution and production of zooplankton and epibenthos and the

Ta,

10.
i1,

12,

location of ice determine the production and distribution of Arctic cod.

Ba and 9. Spatial and temporal patterns in the abundance and distribution
of Arctic Cod, epibenthos and zocplankton determine ringed seal food
consumption.

Quality and auantity of food determine ringed seal survival and mortality.

Location and type of ice are important 1in determining ringed seal
distribution.

Numbers of polar bears are determined by numbers of ringed seals.
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INTRODUCTION

The hydrocarbon development scenario for the Beaufort 5Sea  includes &
transportation option for year-round tanker-icebreaker traffic from the
production area through Amundsen Gulf anrd into Prince of Wales Strait (Dome
Petroleum Limited et al, 1982, Vol. 2), During early production, two tankers
would be operating, and this would result in four passages through Amundsen
Gulf every month., In the Jater stages of the develepment, the number of
tankers is expected to increase incrementally as the level of oil production
gradually increases to approximately 1.2 million BOPD. The maximum number of
icebreaker tankers in the current development scenaric is twenty-four (Dome
Petroleum Limited gt al. 1982, Vol. 2), and therefore the number of icebreaker
passes through Amundsen Gulf will dncrease to approximately 50 per month
during peak production,

Hypothesis 6 states that icebreaker traffic in Amundsen Gulf will affect the
polar bear population, As illustrated in Figure 6.1, the mechanisms for this
area of potential impact are through 1) indirect food web-related effects and
2) direct alterations in ic¢e type, coverage or Tlocation. The following
material discusses the evidence for and against each of the linkages
associated with this hypothesis, as well as varicus uncertainties identified
during the discussions of workshop participants. This information is then
used to form  the basis of recommendations related to  possible
research/monitoring requirements and strategies.
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LINKAGES

Link 1: Icebreaker traffic in Amundsen Gulf will move the stable ice edge to
the east (and alter the Bathurst polynya) in winter and spring,

Link 2: Movement of the stable ice edge may in turn change the total amount of
open water in the region,

During the winter, distinct boundaries appear in the Amundsen Gulf ice cover
that correspond to temporary, north-south oriented leads which connect
specific points on southern Banks Island and northern N.W.T. ccastlines.
These boundaries alternatively disappear and re-appear at the same or
different Tlocations until January or Jlater when, in most years, a final
seasonal ice-edge is established that separates immobile or fast ice in the
eastern Gulf from relatively mobile ice to the west (see Hypothesis HNo. 4,
Link 1). Under appropriate wind conditions, the mobile ice moves away from
the fast ice boundary, producing an area of open water which s commoniy
referred to as the Cape Bathurst Polynya., This polynya is by far the largest
in the western Arctic; variability in the spatial extent of the Cape Bathurst
Potynya during various years is shown in Figure 6-2.

Marko and Fraker (1981) analysed observations dating back to 1973, and
suggested that the final seasonal fast ice boundary tends to occur along two
basi¢c curvilinear lines, roughly l1inking Cape Bathurst to Cape Kellett and/or
to the southern tip of Banks Isltand. In two of the years of observation, 1978
and 1981, this boundary formed far to the east of its normal locaticns,
precluding the existence of fast ice and the polynya in the western Gulf as
shown in Figure 6-3, An opposite extreme in ice behaviour was observed in
1974 when consistent westerly and northwesterly winds caused the spring dce
edge to form well to the west of the western entrance to Amundsen Gulf. This
resulted in maintenance of a fast ice cover in all portions of the Gulf, and
also prevented occurrence of the polynya in its normal spring location, Thus,
there 15 great natural variability in location and extent of what is broadly
known as the Bathurst Polynya.
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Figure 6-3: 1978 Spring ice and open water thin ice configurations
in the western Arctic (Markn and Fraker 1981).




In the presence of an ice edge, the size of the polynya, in terms of the

extent of open water and thin ice, is largely determined by the opening and
ctosing effects of easterly and westerly wind fields (Marko and Fraker 1981).
In most years, the predominance of easterly winds in spring produces a vast
polynya area which is usually physically connected to similarly generated, but
smaller, open-water bodies off the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula and western Banks
Istand, The relatively high absorption of solar energy {low albedo) in open
water areas leads to elevation of 1local water tfemperatures and enhances
melting during the spring season, Wind-driven and other forms of upwelling,
as described by Dunbar (1981) and Roed and 0'Brien (1983), are believed to be
active in the polynya, and increase the nutrient content of the upper water

golumn, The latter phenomena are more fully discussed in subseguent material.

By late May or June, the combination of wind forcing and absorption of solar
radiation by the sea ice and low albeds open water areas, begins to break up
the adjacent fast idce, The c¢learing of this ice proceeds to the west, and
commonly results in the formation of successively more easterly fast ice edges
until the entire Amundsen Gulf pack 75 mobile and generally moving in a
westerly direction toward the Beaufort Sea (Lemon et al. 1981). In this late
spring and summer period, the Bathurst Polynya effectively ceases to exist as
a recognizable entity.

Mare detailed information and a discussion of uncertainties related to Links 1
and 2 are presented for the following three phenomena in subsequent sections:

(a) The direct, Tocal impact of icebreakers on the consolidated sea-ice,

(b} The physical processes involved in the stabilization of the
consolidated ice edge across Amundsen Gulf.

{¢c) The possible role of vertical mixing that 1is driven through salt
extruded during the formation of sea-ice, in the uptake of warmer,
nutrient-rich deeper waters into the photic zone,

T
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Local Effects of Icebreaker Passage Through F1oating'FastﬁIce Fields

Icebreaker tracks are generally filled with brash ice following vessel passage
(Dome Petroleum timited et al. 1982, Vol. 4), and with time, the interstitial
water between the blocks freezes. However, this refreezing process is slow
due to the low thermal diffusivity of sea ice and, although the brash ice is
thicker than surrounding unbroken ice, it remains weaker than the surrounding
ice for periods of up to several weeks. This fact is reflected in the
intention to reuse broken tracks for subsequent ship passages, rather than fo
break new tracks (Dome Petroleum, BEARP Hearings, Inuvik, Nov. 1983} and in
work carried out by the United States Coast Guard (Greisman 1982). In
contradiction to this, a workshop participant remarked that Canadian Coast
Guard and Finnish icebreakers never reuse tracks because of greater resistance
encountered therein. This apparent disparity may be explained by age of the
track, although specific data are not readily available. As a working

conclusion, it was assumed that the brash dce in a ship's track would be

weaker in tension-compressions and shear than the surrcunding ice for a period
in excess of one day. If, after some weeks, the brash freezes to the degree
that it is stronger than the surrounding ice, the overall strengthening of the
regional jce field will be negligible because of the small area of track,

Class 3 idcebreakers operating through the fast ice edge in Lancaster Sound
during late spring have resulted in the release of small {¢ 1 kmz) ice floes
(APP 1979; Dave Fissel, pers. comm.)., Given the similar ice-edge situation in
Amundsen Gulf, fleoes of at least comparable size might be released at the edge
of the Bathurst Polynya during the +transit of large icebreaking tankers,
However, these floes would have an insignificant effect on the polynya since
they are small in size compared to the polynya (tens of thousands km?),
Breakoff of these floes may be related to the existence of flaws in the ice
sheet prior to vessel passage, or may be the consequence of c¢racks produced in
the ice sheet by vessel passage, There is evidence for rapid and long-
distance (hundreds of kilometres) propagation of cracks in sea ice subject
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to large tocal stresses (Milne 1872; Mukherji 1973; Marko and Thomson, 1977).
These cracks release potential energy stored in thermally -and mechanicaily-
induced tension-compressions. 1t should be noted that energy dissipated by
tankers cperating in ice is in the same order of magnitude as that dissipated
by natural forces acting on large sea ice fields. For example, if an ice
field the size of Amundsen Gulf (200 km x 400 km) is acted upon by a wind
ctress of 0.1 N/m> (10 m/s wind) causing drift at a speed of 0.1 m/s, the
rate of energy dissipation is 800 MW, Icebreaking tankers could dissipate
energy at a rate of about 100 MW (Dome Petroleum Limited et al. 198¢, Vol 2).
Therefore, although icebreaking tankers and their tracks are small in contrast
to the size of Amundsen Gulf, their significance 1in terms of energy
contribution is not. Note, however, that most of the energy jost by the
icebreaker 1s 1ikely dissipated over a relatively smali portion of the total
area of the Gulf {i.e., in the vicinity of the ship track), while the wind
energy is applied to the entire surface area of unconsolidated ice.
Furthermore, icebreaker energy dissipation would occur only for approxinately
0.5 days/week during early production, while the wind forcing would be much

mare frequent,

Large Scale Ice Edge Stabilization

Since the ice edge stabilization process(es) controls the location of the
Bathurst Polynya, alterations to it and system equtlibrium fellowing
icebreaker operations might c¢hange the position and characteristics (i.e.
extent) of this important body of open water and thin-ice covered surfaces.
Although there are at least two thegretical treatments of ice edge stability
in straits (Sodhi 1977; Pritchard et al. 1979), there is not an adequate basis
for (i) evaluation of the details of stabilization processes, or (2)
assessment of modifications to these processes which may result from
icebreaking tanker operations in ice fields.

Satel
varia
a5%0¢
the !
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Satellite imagery provides the major source of information concerning natﬁra1
variation in the location of the ice fronts, and the spatial extent of the
associated polynyas in the Beaufort Sea (see Marko and Fraker 1981), Some of
the more significant features observed are:

1)

The position of the pack 1ice west of Amundsen Gulf ultimately
controls polynya formation; in years such as 1974, when the pack ice
moved to the south and east (i.e., shoreward), the polynya did not
develop;

The dce front may occur in different locations at various times
during any given year, and large year to year variations have been
recorded in its final (spring) stabiiization position. In general,
however, there appear to be about three "favoured" locations for ice
front formation; and

The ice front may collapse or never become fully established, This
situation apparently arises approximately one year in five, leading
to a displacement of the polynya into the eastern end of Amundsen
Gulf.

Although the above observaticns do not decument the dynamics of ice-front

formation or stabilization, they provide evidence for the marked spatial and

temporal variability that characterizes ice-front formation. Two conflicting

interpretations with respect to ice edge stabilization are suggested:

1)

The processes fdnvolved in dce front formation are sufficiently
delicate (as evidenced by sudden and drastic shifts in position and
form} to allow disruption and specifically, destabilization during
transit of an icebreaking vessel; or

The observed dramatic shifts in ice edge positien and form are
evidence for the causative influence of overwhelmingly large natural
energy inputs associated with wind, water currents and internal ice
forces applied to the entire surface area of the Gulf, The impacts
of individual operating icebreakers are therefore considered
inconsequential in comparison to these large scale natural  high-
energy events.
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Unfortunately, existing data and understanding of large and intermediate scale
jce bhehaviour are not adequate to allow a choice to be made between these
alternative interpretations, Therefore, a definitive evaluation of the
potential impact of icebreaking tanker traffic on ice edge stability in
Amundsen Gulf is not possible at this time.

Stabilization of Sea-Ice Fields Qver Deep Water - Physical Analogues

The physical factors contributing te the stability of sea-ice sheets in the
absence of grounded pressure keels are not adequately understood. The
observation that fast-ice edges over deep water are concave (Sodhi 1977)
sugqests that the mascnry arch may be a somewhat analagous structure, The
latter derives its stability from the conversion of imposed loads into
compressive stresses on the dndividual c¢omponents of the arch. Careful
shaping of these components and of the "keystone" 1is necessary for proper
stability under toad. In the absence of empirical data, the arch medel forms

the basis of the following discussion,

In a sea-ice field that is many tens of kilometres across, individual floes
are the analegues of masonry blocks. Stability can arise within certain
random configurations of filoes that compose the ice sheet, as these floes
drift in response to winds and currents. The variability in the date of
stabilization of ice cover in Amundsen Gulf (December to March; John Marko,
pers. comm,) and the complete absence of stable ice in some years {e.g., 1971,
1978 and 1981}, are likely indicative of the infrequent random occurrence of
stable floe configurations. An analysis of the angle of internal friction
across the Amundsen Gulf dice edge in 1973 by Sodhi (1977) lends some support
to the present analogy.

In taking this analogy further, the stability of floating fast-ice fields can
be attributed to the existence of an arch of individual ice floes. These
floes are in a configuration which converts the imposed loads on the ice sheet
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(due to wind and current stresses) into compressive stresses on the floes.
Presumably these compressive stresses do not exceed the compressive strength
of the sea ice. In theory, the passage of an icebreaking vessel through this
arch will subdivide one or more of the component floes, and therefore alter
the geometry of the arch. In some instances, the 'new' geometry may not be
stable and the arch could coliapse into the adjacent open water (e.g., the
Bathurst Polynya), thereby destabilizing the ice sheet behind the arch. Under
prevailing easterly winds, the idce field from Amundsen Gulf would then
gradually fill the Bathurst Polynya, and a new polynya weuld open in eastern
Amundsen Gulf.

It should be noted that, according to the above model, destabilization will
only occur 1f (1} the icebreaker penetrates the arch in one of the specific
paths which crucially alters its geometry, and (2) if strong loads (e.g.,
easterly winds) are imposed on the arch before it can refreeze. The chances
of destabilization would increase with both the number of ship transits and

the number of vessel tracks.

Vertical Mixing In Polynyas

During the workshop, a bhypothesis that c¢hanges may occur in the internal
processes of a polynya, depending on its location, was discussed in relation
to the biplogical importance of the Cape Bathurst Polynya. In particular,
enhanced depths of vertical mixing in polynyas through penetrative convection
would be potentially significant in terms of {a)} nutrient uptake for enhanced
primary productivity, and (b) potential thermal wuptake of warmer Atlantic
water from depths greater than 250 m, If this hypothesis of deeper vertical
mixing in polynyas were correct, the thermal uptake effect would not be
operative in those years ({e.g., 1971, 1978, 1981) in which the ice edge
stabilizes in eastern Amundsen Gulf, because water depths in this area do not
gxceed 200 m.
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Large polynyas such as the Cape Bathurst Polynya are probably formed primarily
by winds (Dunbar 1981). However, a study of the Morth Water (Muller et al.
1980) indicated that the formation of this polynya in Smith Sound 1%
attributed to both wind and oceanographic effects, The results of this study
suggest that there must be a source of heat input from depths greater than
those investigated.

Russian scientists (Kupetskii 1959, 1962; Szekielda 1974) suggest that winds
maintain open-water surfaces in large polynyas, and thereby make the ice-free
{or comparatively ice-free) polynyas into 'ice factories'. The production of
jce in polynyas 1is estimated to be four to five times greater than fce
production in fce-covered areas. The constant freezing of the surface and
downwind movement of new ice results in a constant supply of leached-out salt
from the ice, and therefore a constant supply of dense saline water. The
latter sinks and is replaced with water from the warmer, deep layers.
Kupetskii (1962) estimated that sinking in the North Uater occurs 1o depths of
2000 metres. A vertical exchange of this nature would result in the transpory
of nutrients and heat to the surface. This phenomenon has been suggested as a
possible explanation for the known productivity of Lancaster Sound, which is
expected to be located downstream from the "nutrient pump” in the Morth Water
(M.J. Dunbar, pers. comm,).

Recent oceanpgraphic studies of relevance to the present hypothesis have been
conducted in two areas adjacent to the Cape Bathurst Polynya. Two of these
ctudies were conducted in the Canadian Beaufort Sea during November, 1979 anc
March-April, 1981 (Melling, 1983; H, Melling, pers. comn.), while the third
was conducted from the landfast ice in Amundsen Gulf during March, 1982
(Fissel et al. 1984}, These investigations suggest that the degree of
stratification of the water column within the Bathurst Polynya s
approximately 30 to 60 percent of that observed in the HNorth Water Polynya.
Given normal rates of ice growth and heat exchanges through the surface, deep
vertical convection is probabiy limited to depths shallower than 100 metres

ade
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(H., Melling, pers. comm.), Therefore, some other mechanisms must provide the
additional increased salinization near the surface that would be required for
vertical convection to the depths where the warmer Atlantic Water occurs,

An understanding of physical processes in the Cape Bathurst polynya is
necessary for the adequate assessment of the present hypothesis, To date,
oceanographic studies have not been conducted in either the North Water or
Cape Bathurst polynyas. Therefore, the presence of vertical mixing processes
which extend to sufficient depths to induce significant uptake of heat and

nutrients remains unknown.

Total Open Water Area In Amundsen Gulf

During assessment of potential Jmpacts of icebreaker traffic on the Tocation
of the ice edge in Amundsen Guif, it 15 important to recognize that under many
circumstances, the total amount of open water can remain relatively unchanged

despite even drastic shifts in ice edge Tocation.

The amount of open water or thin iJce in the southeastern Beaufort Sea and
Amundsen Guif is governed by the winter and spring movements of both the
Beaufert Sea pack ice and the ice fields of Amundsen Gulf. For example, if &
generally eastward or northeastward movement of the Beaufort Sea pack occurs
during early spring, a smaller than average area of open water occurs adjacent
to western Banks Island and 1in those areas of Amundsen Gulf generaliy
associated with the Bathurst Polynya. If destabilization occurs in the
Amundsen Gulf pack under these circumstances (approximately 1 year in every
5), open water will appear around the eastern perimeter of Amundsen Gulf and
will represent a significant proportion of available open water in both the
southeastern Beaufort and Amundsen Gulf. In most years when stabilization
oceurs  at & western location and there are simultanecus easterly or
southeasterly meovements of the Beaufort Sea pack, relatively small amounts of
open water are present in both Amundsen Gulf and the southeastern Beaufort Sea
through late June and July (Marko and Fraker 1381).
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The largest amounts of open water in early spring {Aprii and May) occur in
years with a combination of easterly winds (which tend to move the Beaufort
Sea fce pack to the west) and when stabilization of Amundsen Gulf pack ice is
at a western location, Later in the year (during June and early July), the
amount of open water is not usually significantly different during years of
eastern (e.g., 1971) or western (e.g,, 1973) stabilization but the tocations
of open water frequently are quite different. During years of western
stabilization of Amundsen Gulf pack ice, open water tends to be the most
prevalent in the southeastern Beaufort Sea, while during years of eastern or
ne stabiiization, most of Amundsen Gulf is free of ice in June and July but a
targe amount of ice {formerly from Amundsen Gulf) ocgupies the southeastern
Beaufort Sea off the southwest corner ¢f Banks Island,

In summary, very large natural variations occur in the total ameount of cpen
water present in Amundsen Gulf during the spring period. Destabilizaticn of
the Amundsen Gulf ice pack is an impeortant factor in determining the open
water extent and location, However, the proximity of the polar pack ice edge
would alse appear to be a comparable factor in establishing the overall amount
of open water. A more guantitative assignment of the relative importance of
these two influences may be peossible through analyses of near simultanecus
satellite ice cover imagery and wind records,
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Link 3: The coverage and location of ice determines the level of primary
productivity.

Rates of primary production in the Canadian Beaufort Sea have only been
measured at a Vimited number of locations during the open-water season. The
majority of these studies were completed between 1973 and 1975, in conjunction
with the Beaufort Sea Project and were summarized by Hsiao (1976). The
following general account of primary production in the region is from Hsiao
(1976), while more detailed reviews of existing data are provided in Dome
Petroleum et al. (1982, Vol. 3A} and LGL and ESL (1982).

"Tt s difficult to designate a single factor as being a
Timiting one in controliing the primary productivity taking
place in the waters of the southern Bezufort Sea. Suc¢h a
process is controlled by a combination of facteors acting at
different rates throughout the successive months of the
year,

"l.ight penetration is a prime factor in this area. During
the summer months it may become limiting because of dce
cover or from the heavy sediment content of the water added
to the system by the Mackenzie River (Grainger, 1975},
Nutrient availability {is not likely a limiting factor in
the inshore regicns. Nutrients generally exist in high
concentrations in this area, continually being replenished
by the Mackenzie River outfiow (Grainger, 1875),
Mineralization in the shallow inshore waters might add to
the available organic and inorganic nutrients. However, in
the far offshore regions, the nutrient content of the
euphotic zone, which is separated from the deeper nutrient
rich waters by a thermocline during the summer, may very
quickly become depleted and thus, 1imiting. The higher
water temperatures of the inshore regions during the summer
may determine to some extent the selection of phytoplankton
species. Bursa (1963) stated that individual groups of the
phytoplankton community might show seasonal succession in
accordance with changes in temperature.”

As in all aquatic systems, primary production in the Beaufort Sea is limited
ultimately by 1ight and nutrients, depending on Jocation and season,
Conseguently, unusual nutrient or light conditions such as those encountered



in polynyas, or during “heavy" or "light" ice years could have significant

effects of primary production, Although studies have not been initiated to
examine these poiential differences in primary productivity, indirect evidence
of possible sources of annual variabiiity in production is available, For
example, the ice in the Beaufort Sea was thicker, more extensive and
persistent in 1974 than in 1975. Tummers {1980) studied the heat budgets of
the southeastern Beaufort Sea during these years, and found that (1) the
maximum surface sea temperature was 0.62 C° lower in 1974 than in 1975, and
(2) the -1.5°C isotherm was at a maximum depth of 15 m in 1974 compared to 50
m in 1975, The reduced water temperature and probable shallower photic zone
due to severe ice conditions and higher levels of turbidity due to ice damming
in 1974 may not only have resulted in abnormally low primary production during
this year, but aiso could have been reflected in higher trophic levels in the
Beaufort Sea.

Productivity may be in¢reased in polynyas early during the spring, The
magnitude of such increases would likely depend on the surface area of the
polynya, the simultaneous occurrence of light dintensities suitable for
phytoplankton growth and production and the residence time of water within the
polynya. The factors supporting this hypothesis are:

1) the angle of incidence of light in late April would allow Tight
penetration {o depths of 30 to 40 m if open water is present;

2) primary production usually does not increase significantly until the
water column becomes stable (typically June), but within targer
polynyas, enhanced stratification earlier in the spring could result
in relatively high production in late May.

It should also be emphasized that any differential enhanced productien in
polynyas during the spring would not be apparent after July because the ice
cover would be rapidly clearing from 411 areas, thereby allowing increased
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rates of primary productivity throughout open water areas. Nevertheless,
these differences in the timing or magnitude of primary production in polynyas
could have disproportionately larger effects on higher trophic levels in the
ecosystem.

Link 4: Primary production is enhanced (perhaps in patches) near the plume
edge.

This linkage was originally included in the present hypothesis to account for
dynamics occurring near the seaward edge of the Mackenzie River plume,
However, its inclusion was subsequently considered inappropriate because the
plume seldom reaches the Cape Bathurst Polynya, The only documented instance
where the plume reached the polynya for brief periods was during the summer of
1974 when excessive nearshore pack ice contained the flow of Mackenzie River
in a narrow coastal band along the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula and as far as
Amundsen Gulf, The workshop group suggested that this was a rare phenomenon,
and therefore, not worthy of consideration in terms of enhanced primary

production at a plume edge within Amundsen Gulf.

Links 5, 6 and 6a: The level of primary production determines the level of
secondary productivity in zooplankton, epibenthos and
benthos.

The main flow of energy 1in marine ecosystems such as the Beaufort Sea fis
through planktonic primary producers to zooplankton, epibenthos and benthos.
The energetic relationships between these communities have not been studied in
the Canadian Beaufort, but Campbel)l (1981} concluded that even in shallow
nearshore locaticns of the Alaskan Beaufort with good (e.g., 5-10 m) light
penetration, planktonic primary production was far meore significant than

benthic primary producticn, epontic primary production or heterotrophic
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production, It should be noted that altered production patterns may occur |
within the very turbid waters of the Mackenzie River plume, However, as
indicated eariier, waters in Amundsen Gulf are unlikely to be influenced by

the plume in the majority of years,

A major uncertainty that could be fundamental to the evaluation of food chain
relationships associated with this hypothesis is the importance of timing of
primary production and its apporticonment to major secondary producers. For
example, the timing of reproductive cycles of arctic herbivorous zocplankten
{mainly copepods) are such that young are present in the water column at a

time when maximum advantage can be derived from peak algal abundance (Grainger

1965). Sekerak et al. (1979), employing multivariate comparisons, found that
this synchrony was a very prominent feature of the zoopltankion community in
Baffin Bay, while Grainger {1965) reported similar temporal relationships in
the Beaufort Sea.

Another exampte of the probable importance of reproductive timing 175 that
epontic {ice) algae appear to provide a source of early season production upon
which some invertebrates can graze., Therefore, the most productive season of
varicus epontic invertebrates 1likely begins earlier than that for either
planktonic or benthic idnvertebrate populations. As a result, epontic
productivity may be more important due to its timing than because of its
magnitude {Alexander 1974; Alexander and Cooney 1979; Horner and Schrader
1982}, On a seasonal basis, both benthic and epontic microalgae are probably
Tess productive per unit area than are planktonic algae, but their lTocation on

a two-dimensional surface increases the probability of encounter by some types

of grazers.

Changes in the timing of seasonal peaks in primary production could lead to
increased benthic secondary production, and corresponding decreases in
planktonic secondary preoduction. For example, if herbivorous zooplankton were i
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not abundant in the water column as a result of changes in seasonal peaks,
much of the primary production may sink to the bottom {as dead algal cells)
where it could then be utilized by benthic animals, This could have energetic
implications, since with few exceptions, benthic organisms have not been found
to be important food dtems for vertebrates in the Beaufort Sea, including
those which are the primary focus of this hypothesis.

Links 7, 8 and %a: Distribution and production of zéop1ankton and epibenthos
and the location of ice, determine the production and
dgistribution of Arctic cod.

The vrelationships among Arctic cod, their food resources and physical
envirpgnmental features have not been examined in the Canadian B8eaufort Sea.
The following is a summary of information available for other areas, primarily
the Canadian Eastern Arctic and Alaska.

Biological Relationships

Evidence from other areas suggests that the diet of Arctic cod s largely
zooplankton and epibenthos, in¢cluding various epontic (ice-associated)
invertebrates., For example, Bain and Sekerak (1978) reported that Arctic cod
collected from small cracks in the ice near Resolute Bay, Cornwallis Island
had consumed large quantities of an amphipod (Onisimus l{itoralis) which is

known to be associated with the under-ice community in some areas and
seasons. Later in the season, the diet of Arctic cod c¢ollected from
predominantly open water areas was dominated by zooplankton ({planktonic
amphipods and copepeds). In contrast, Bendock (1979) and Craig et al. (1982)
reported that mysids (Mysis 1itoralis and M. relicta) were the most important

prey organisms of Arctic cod in nearshore ice-free waters of the Beaufort Sea
{Prudhoe Bay and Simpson Lagoon) in summer, while Lowry and Frost {1981} found
that planktonic foods (copepods and amphipods) were the most important food
items of Ar¢tic cod in offshore waters in the Alaskan Beaufort Sea and the
northeastern Chukchi Sea.

R IR,
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Available data suggest that Arctic cod are versatile in terms of their dietary
requirements, and that their diet in the Canadian Beaufort is probably not
substantially different from that observed 1in other regicns. However, the
factors controlling prey type selection, and the effects of unnatural changes
in prey availability in the Canadian Beaufort Sea and other areas remain
tunknown, An overall decrease in zooplankton and epibenthic (including
under-ice) production could presumably Jlead to decreased numbers and/or

redistribution of Arctic cod.

It should be noted that food chain interrelationships are often complicated,
and this can result in unpredictable effects when a change occurs within a
given trophic level. For example, increased zooplankton producticn might be
considered beneficial to Arctic c¢od., However, certain components of the
zooptankton community (e.g., Jjelly fish, comb jellies and the amphipod
Parathemisto 1ibellula) are predatory, and are probably significant sources of

mortality of Arctic cod eggs, larvae and juveniles. Therefore, while the
predatory compenent of the zoopiankton ¢ommunity may be a source of food for
adult Arctic cod, it is simultaneously a major source of young cod mortality.

Physical Relationships

The location and physical characteristics of dce may directly affect the
distribution of Arctic cod. In Pond Inlet, Sradstreet (1982) reported that
Arctic cod were notably more common in areas where the undersurface of the ice
was rough and therefore, provided shelter. Few or no Arctic cod were observed
by SCUBA divers 1in areas where the under ice surface was smooth. A
considerable amount of other indirect evidence indicates that cod are
sometimes associated with ice, Murdoch (1892, cited in Nelson 1975) reported
that favoured fishing areas for Arctic cod in the Alaskan Beaufort were in the
lee of large ice ridges where cod tended to concentrate, Visual shipboard
observations also indicate that cod are sometimes reltatively common in fields
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of pan idce, In 1978, Sekerak (pers. comm.) observed numerous small cod
schools {i.e., 3-4 to 10-15 dindividuals) within a pan idce field in
northeastern Lancaster Sound. During summer, Divoky (pers. comm,) reported
that Arctic cod were relatively common 1in pan ic¢e in various parts of the
Beaufort and Chukchi seas, but were less common in the northern Bering Sea.

Distribution of Arctic Cod

A comprehensive sampling program for Arctic cod has not been conducted in or
near the Cape Bathurst Polynya. Widespread sampling for planktonic
young-of-the-year Arctic cod was completed on an intermittent basis from 1973
to 1975, and in 1977 {Hunter 1979), The results of this study indicated that
young cod were widely distributed in surface waters of the Canadian Beaufort
Sea, except in areas which were influenced by the Mackenzie River outflow,
However, details regarding the ecolegy and life history of Arctic ¢od in tne

region remain unknown,

Links 7a, 8a and 8: S$patial and temporal patterns in the abundance and

distribution of Arctic cod, epibenthos and zooplankton
determine ringed seal food consumption.

The amount of food consumed (and energy required) by the population of ringed
seals in the Beaufort Sea can be roughly estimated from metabolic studies
conducted with captive seals. Parsons (1977) suggested that the average
energetic requirements of captive ringed seals was approximately 600,000
kcal/seal/yr. The total population of seals in the Canadian Beaufort must
consume several hundred thousand metric tonnes of prey arnually to satisfy
this average energy requirement,
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Ringed seals feed on fish and crustaceans. The dominant prey organisms
include gammarid and hyperiid amphipods, mysids, euphausiids and fish
{principally Arctic cod}. The diet of ringed seals is known to wvary
considerably with location and time of year {(Vibe 1950, McLaren 1958, Lowry et
al. 1978, Finley 1978). The most extensive analyses of ringed seal stomach
contents have been completed in the Alaskan Arctic. In this region, there is
considerable evidence that fish (predominantly Arctic cod} are the principal
food item, particularly during the winter {Lowry et al. 1978), Similarly,
Arctic ¢od were identified as the principal prey of ringed seals foraging over
deep waters in the eastern Canadian Arctic (Bradstreet and Cross 1982) and
Greenland {Vibe 1950). Pelagic c¢rustaceans (Parathemisto, other hyperiid
amphipods, euphausiids, etc.} were suggested to be the primary food of ringed
seals during the summer months in the Alaskan Beaufort (Lowry et al., 1978).

Although benthic decapods, epibenthic amphipods and mysids <an occasionaily
form a significant part of the diet of seals in nearshore areas (Vibe 1%50;
Mcl.aren 1958), pelagic zooplankton and fish are considered the most important
prey items.

The relative importance of zooplankton and fish is difficult to assess, given
the spatial and seasonal variability in the diet of ringed seals. Zooptankion
may be critical &s a food source at certain times of the year, even though
they may be less important than Arctic cod in terms of total biomass consumed.
For example, it is 1ikely that zooplankton comprise a particularly large
portion of the diet of ringed seal pups in the period immediately after
weaning, This i3 apparently alsoc the case for Weddell seals which occupy a
simitar niche in the Antarctic, and aiso applies to other ice-breeding phocids
that are opportunistic feeders (e.g., harp seals).

Ringed seal stomach content samples have been c¢ollected from the Canadian
Beaufort Sea, specifically by Or., T.G. Smith {OFQ), in conjunction with the
Holman Island harvest. The study may be sufficiently comprehensive in terms
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of both sample size (hundreds or more} and duration (10 years) to eventually
provide a substantial amount of valuable information regarding ringed seal
diet, At present, however, there 1is virtually no published information on
diet of ringed seals in the Canadian Beaufort.

Link 10: Quality and quantity of food determine ringed seal survival and
mortality.

In the absence of a food surplus, reduced food availability will result in
decreased prey consumption by ringed seals. If reduced ftood availability
occurs to a significant extent in space and time, the physical condition of
affected seals will deterigrate. This in turn would be reflected in reduced
reproductive success and also in reduced survival, particularly in the case of
subadults. In at least one documented instance, changes in ice conditiens in
the Beaufort Sea were correlated with decreased physical condition and reduced
reproduction in ringed seals. As stated earlYier in discussion of Link 3, dce
conditions during the winter of 1973-74 were particularly severe, and
persisted through the following summer. This appeared to result in reduced
food production {or food availability) for ringed seals, since the population
was in poor condition during the following year. There was a concomitant 50
percent decline 1in seal abundance between 1974 and 1975, and a 90 percent
decline in reproductive rates over this same perfod (Smith and Stirling 1§78;
Stirling et al. 1977, 1981}, Seal productivity, as measured by the proporiion
of young-of-the-year killed by Inuit hunters, did not return to 'normal’ until
1677. Although the data for bearded seals were not as conclusive, Stirling et
al, (1981) suggested that a similar decline and subsequent recovery of the
Beaufort Sea population of this species occurred following severe idce
condijtions in 1973-74,
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Link 11: Location and type of ice are important in determining ringed seal
distribution,

Ringed seals are dependent on certain types of ice for haul-out, moulting,
pupping, maintenance of breathing holes, and provision of habitat for prey
species, Therefore, the type and distribution of ice are expected to be
important factors affecting ringed seal distribution., Correlations between
jce characteristics and pupping densities have been c¢bserved in the eastern
Beaufeort Sea (Stirling et al. 1981}, However, several relationships between
seals and the dJce environment are not adeguately documented and some
relatively subtle differences 1in dce type and distribution may be of
considerable importance to the regional poputation. For example, ringed seals
may have difficulty maintaining breathing holes in heavily compacted ice, such
as that which covered the Deaufort Sea extensively in 1974 (lan Stiriing pers,.
comm, ). The observation that potar bears tracked in such areas rarety stop to
dig out seal breathing holes lends support to the latter hypothesis. On the
other hand, seal breathing holes in heavily compacted ice may actually be less

accessible to polar bears so they do not attempt to reach the seals. There
are, however, +instances where bears have been observed digging out breathing
hotes in locatized areas of rough ice or sites with deep snow, suggesting that
they are able to detect seals, and attempt to reach individuals maintaining

holes in extensive rough ice areas.
Link 12: Numbers of polar bears are determined by numbers of ringed seals.

Ringed seals, particularly pups, are the primary prey of polar bears in the
Beaufort Sea. Conseguentiy, when the ringed seal population in the region
suddenly decreased by about 50 percent from 1874 to 1975, the reduced
availability of prey was reflected in a decreased abundance of polar bears in
1975 and 1976, Reproduction and survival in the bear population did neot
appear to return to normal until 1977 to 1979, in conjunction with recovery of
the ringed seal population (Stirling et al., unpublished data).
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CONCLUSION

Present knowledge does not allow a firm conclusion to be made regarding
whether or not ringed seal and polar bear populations could be affected by
icebreaker traffic in Amundsen Gulf through the mechanisms described in
Hypothesis 6,

The hypothesis that ficebreaker traffic through Amundsen Gulf will move the
stable jce edge to the east was considered possible, but unlikely. However,
this conclusion was reached on the basis of the very 1limited available
information on the physical processes controlling ice edge stability in
Amundsen Gulf, The impact of idcebreaker traffic on the total amount of open
water was expected to be Jess than the impact on location of the stable ice
gdge, The location of the consolidated ice edge in Amundsen Gulf is only one
factor that determines the extent of open water; the position of the edge of
the polar pack ice and wind conditions are other factors which may be of egual
or greater importance.

The transmission of effects of ice breaking through the food chain to ringed
seals and polar bears was also considered possible, but unlikely unless large
physical ¢hanges occurred within Amundsen Gulf. With the possible exception
of Link 4, all 1linkages associated with this hypothesis could be valid.
However, it 1s expected that changes in the productivity and distribution of
tower trophic levels due to ice-breaking would be small {i.e., much smaller
than natural varjations), and would 1likely be dampened before affecting higher
trophic ‘tevels including ringed seals or polar bears. Ice-breaking could
affect ringed seals by changing the ice so that the seals are excluded from
the icebreaker tracks, but only small amounts of habitat are expected to be
physically affected by ice-breaking operations.




125

RESEARCH

Although the hypothesis was considered very improbable, effects could be
highly significant because sce-breaking activities in Amundsen Gulf coutd
cause changes in the abundance and productivity of regional populations of
ringed seals and polar bears. For this reason, research is recommended %o
further examine the hypothesis.

More detailed examination of this hypothesis can be achieved through analysis
of existing data on jce and seals in the Reaufort region. Ringed seal age
ctructure data (1971-82) and stomach content samples collected by 7.G. Smith
(A.W. Mansfield, pers. comm.) should be analyzed for certain years tec address

“the following two issues:

(1) Did the destabilization of the ice in 1971, 1978 and 1981 have 4
measureable influence on ringed seais by reducing survival of
young-of-the-year, or productivity of young in subsequent years., If
pup survival in the year of destabilization was reduced (or
enhanced), the cohort should reflect this and be weak (or strong)
through subsequent years.

(2) Similarly, if the effect of destabilization on ice thickness or
amount of open water was correlated with production of ringed seal
prey, then this should be reflected in changes in ovulation and
pregnancy rates, and the strength of the cohort produced in the year
following destabilization, These results should then be compared to
years in which the ice was stable, Feeding habits of ringed seal

nups, subadults and adults should also be examined for differences
among years, particularly 1971, 1974-75, 1978 and 1981.
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MONITORING

Monitoring programs to test the hypothesis that icebreaker traffic in Amundsen
Gulf will affect the ringed seal and polar bear populations are not
recommended at the present time. The results of the above research will aid

in determining if there is a need for monitoring programs.
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 7

THE EFFECTS OF ACTIVE FACILITIES ON
POLAR BEARS
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The presence of active facilities will result
in increased polar bear mortality.

POLAR BEAR MORTALITY

COINCIDENCE OF POLAR BEARS
WITH ACTIVE FACILITIES

ACTIVE STRUCTURES OR FACILITIES

Figure 7-1: Potential effects of active facilities on polar bears,

Linkages |

1. Active structures will attract polar bears. ]

2. Polar bears attracted to offshore structures have to he controlled,

and |
this will result in the need to destroy some hears.
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INTRODUCTION

Active industry facilities in the Beaufort Sea region are and will continue %o
be located both onshore (e.g., shorebases) and offshore (e.g., artificial
islands), and there is concern that these sites of activity wil) result in the
attraction of polar bears, However, the potential for attraction to onshore
facilities is Yess than for those offshore because bears do not usually occupy
nearshore fast-ice habitat in  the southern Beaufort Sea during winter
(Stirling et al. 1975, 1081). Therefore, the probability of attraction
between freeze-up and break-up is low., During summer when the southern
Beaufort Sea s ice-free, most polar bears remain on the offshore pack-ice,
although a few individuals are occasionally stranded on land. While ashore,
it is possible that bears will be attracted to onshore sites of human and
industrial activity (I. Stirling, unpub., data). GExperience 1in Hudson Bay
sugpests the greatest peotential for attraction to onshore sites would likely
occur during fall. For example, in western Hudson Bay, the entire polar bear
population comes ashore during the summer when all of the ice in the bay
metts. Although, few hears appreach settled areas during summer, the numbers
increase markedly during the autumn (Stirling et al, 1977}, This probably
occurs because the polar bears iive on stored fat reserves during periods
ashore, and become hungrier by fall., At this time, some individuals are
willing to investigate possible supplemental food sources,
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Existing offshore industrial sites and those proposed for future hydrocarbon
develtopment in the region will be located near the landfast ice edge and
within the transition zone, These areas include habitat types preferred by
polar bears in winter (Stirling et al. 1975). As a result, there will be
increasing opportunities for polar bears to be attracted to offshore sites
(c.f. onshore sites) as development proceeds.

L INKAGES
Link 1: Active structures will attract polar bears,

It is widely accepted that some polar bears investigate occupied and
uncccupied human facilities (Stirling et al. 1977, 1978), Presumably this
pccurs because polar bears are active predators and scavengers, and there is
survival value in investigating a1l possible food sources, There s also
evidence that bears which receive positive reinforcement (g¢.g., garbage) at a
site of human activity return to, or remain at, that location {(Stirling 1977,
[. Stirling, unpubl. data).

Subadult mates are most likely to investigate sites of human activity in the
Beaufort Sea and elsewhere, although this behaviour has also been reported to
a tesser extent with adult females accompanied by cubs {Stirling et al. 1977;
Stenhouse 1982, 1983; I. Stirling, unpubl, data). Adult males have not been
reported shot as probltem bears around sites of human or industry activity in
either the Beaufort Sea regicn or the Churchill, Manitoba area (R,
Schweinsburg, I, Stirling; pers. comms.), suggesting that this age-sex class
is not usually attracted to sites of human activity.

Many polar bears have already been reported at or near existing active
offshore industrial sites in the Beaufort Sea. The increasing number of
offshore faciiities in prime bear habitat in the future may result in an
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increase in the number of instances when bears investigate these sites,
Stenhouse and Latour (1983) conducted aerfal surveys in the vicinity of active
offshore structures and in distant control areas in the Beaufort Sea 1o
investigate whether of polar bears are actively attracted to these sites,
However, significant differences in habitat between experimental and control
areas precluded any firm conclusions being drawn, and therefere the extent to
which bears will travel to investigate offshore structures remains unknown,
It seems 1ikely that polar bears would only be attracted over relatively short
distances, and that only a small proportion of the regional population would
actually be involved in direct interactions with offshore structures,

The wuse of heated or produced water for dce management around offshore
platforms may create areas of open water or thin jce. 1f seals were attracted
to such areas, subsequent attraction of poltar bears is alse considered
possible.

Link 2: Polar bears attracted to offshore structures have to be controlied,
and this will result in the need to destroy some bears.

There have been several instances where it has been necessary to shoot polar
bears for reasons of human safety at both offshore and onshore industrial
sites in the Beaufort Sea and other arctic regions (Jonkel 1970; Schweinsburg
and Stirling 19765 Stirling et al, 1977; Stenhouse 1983). In twe instances in
the Beaufort Sea, bears were shot after killing humans, while three such cases
have occurred in the Churchill area {Ian Stirling, pers, comm.). In the past
two years, two bhears have been killed as nuwisances at offshore sites in the
Beaufort Sea. Additional animals may also have been shot by Inuit hunters at
offshore industrial sites, but were not reported as "nuisance animals" because
the bears were considered part of the legal quota. Thus, it is clear that
bears can be dangerous to humans, and that some bears are destroyed becsuse of
this danger. However, it is not clear if all bears shot as nuisances actually
posed a threat to human safety,
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A1l bears involved in fatal human attacks have been subadult males 1in poor
condition, suggesting that well-fed bears in good condition are less 1ikely to
be attracted to offshore sites of human activity than hungry bears in poor
condition, GEvidence from the Churchill area also indicates that male polar
bears that visited the garbage dump as subadults avoided the area as adults
(N, Lunn, lan Stirling, pers.comms,). Therefore, it is probable that bears
that are actively attracted to offshore sites would be more dangerous than
bears that just happen +to encounter these sites during their coffshore
movements, Thus, conly a proporticn of the total number of bears approaching a
given offshore site are Tikely to pose a serious threat to humans.

Intensive research on methods for detecting and deterring polar bears is being
conducted at Churchill, Manitoba (Stenhouse 1882, 1983}, A deterrent
technique involving the use of riot guns which fire rubber projectiles is
particularly promising, and could be effective in reducing the numbers of
bears that have to be killed by Inuit polar bear monitors at offshore
industrial sites in the Beaufort,

CONCLUSIONS

The link of this hypothesis that some polar bears will be attracted to active
sites, particularly in the offshore areas, has already been accepted by both
industry and government, and was substantiated by the present workshop
discussion group. However, that bears which are attracted and become problems
must be destroyed has not been unanimously accepted.

In response to the safety hazard associated with polar bear encounters, both
monitoring and research programs have been designed and are presently in

progress,  Records of the number of bears observed near active sites
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{(industry) and raecords of the number and location of bears killed in the
Beaufort area {government) should continue to be maintained, The working
group also recommended the continued support of research on methods of
detecting and deterring polar bears.

MONITORING

The existing polar bear monitoring and deterrent programs should be supported
and improved. In addition, the workshop subgroup suggested that changes in
data recording and the communication of information between government and
industry should be implemented. Recommended changes inctude a more detailed,
systematic recording of monitoring data, and improved training of polar bear
monitors and supervisory staff at industry facilities. 1t was also suggested
that monitoring and deterrent records should be summarized annually and

reviewed once every 3 to 5 years to re-evaluate the present hypothesis.

The workshop group agreed that the following information should be recorded
when polar bears are sighted at or near offshore facilities in the Beaufort

Sea region:
Location, date, age and sex (if known) of bears cbserved;
Details of the incident

direction of approach of the bear
behaviour of the bear
time period that the animal remained in the area

how close it came to the site, personnel, and equipment on the fice,
etc.

methods employed to deter the bear
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rate and manner in which the bear responded

if a bear 1is killed, the reasons for this decision (e.g., bear
threatening people or property).

When a bear is killed, the following should be undertaken where possible:

collect lower jaw
record sex

measure the length and axillary girth {with the bear resting on its
chest)

describe the condition in terms of the amount of fat on the carcass
after skinning

Maintain a weekly record (or daily, if change is occurring rapidly) of ice
conditions within a few kilometres of the sites; the presence or absence
of open leads, freshly refrozen leads, and proximity to the shear zone are
of particular importance, Standard photography, aerial black and white
photography and SLAR imagery would be of great value in interpretation of
the frequency of polar bear sightings.
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nffshore development activities will reduce
the harvest of polar Dears

HARVEST OF POLAR BEARS

ACCESS TO POLAR BEARS

OFFSHORE DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

Figure 8-1 Potential effects of offshore development activities on polar bear
harvest.

Linkages

1. Hunter access to polar bears will be reduced because offshore development
will cause bears to move farther offshore and/or create physical barriers
to Inuit travel on the ice.

2. Reduced access to polar bears will lead to reductions in the Inuit harvest
of polar bears
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INTRDDUCTION

Inuit hunters are concerned that Beaufort Sea hydrocarbon development
activities will lead to a reduction in polar bear harvests. The hunters
maintain that offshore industrial activities will (1) drive polar bears
farther offshore (i.e., away from the landfast ice) and into areas that are
inaccessible to hunters or (2} create barriers that prevent the Inuit from

reaching hunting areas, thersby reducing the annual harvest,

LINKAGES

Link 1: Hunter access to polar bears will be reduced because offshore
development will cause bears to move farther offshore and/or create
physical barriers to Inuit travel on the ice.

a) Potential for Effects on Polar Bear Distribution

Many observations have shown that bears are alarmed or frightened by the
passage of ships and aircraft, and usually move away from the disturbance
source (1. Stirling, pers. comm.). However, these reactions are usually of
short duration, with affected individuals resuming their normal behaviour soon
after the disturbance has passed. Some individuals also recover before the
disturbance has passed and come to investigate it (I. Stirling pers. comm.},
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The important question is whether repeated short-term disturbances would cause
bears to abandon a large geographic area., There have been no studies which
have directly examined this area of potential concern, although some indirect

information exists and is discussed below.

The well documented problem of human/bear conflicts is clear evidence that
many bears are not frightened by human activities (Latour 1983). Since 1973,
fourteen polar bears have been killed following encounters with oil industry
facitities and personnel in the Beaufort Sea (Stenhouse, 1983; J. Ward, pers.
comm.). The frequency of nuisance bear encounters appears to be increasing in
the Arctic. During the 5-year period from 1972 to 1976, 74 polar bears were
destroyed as problem animals in the Northwest Territories, while in the 5-year
period from 1977 to 1981, the total increased to 141 (Stenhcuse 1983}, These
data suggest that there has not been a trend toward large scale avoidance of

areas of human activity by bears,

Not all age and sex c¢lasses of bears react to human activity in the same way.
For example, aduilt Dbears (particularly males) tend to avoid sites of human
activity., This is thought to be related to the behavicural dominance of adult
bears over younger, subadult animals, enabling them to feed in prime hunting
areas with 1ittle competition from subordinates (R. Schweinsburg, I. Stirling,
pers, comms.). As a result, adults have 1ittle need to investigate sites of
human activity as potential sources of food. This is particularly noticeable
in Churchill, Manitoba where adult males are not found around the town and its
garbage dump site. Other age and sex classes of bears forage in these areas
and become nuisance animalis (I, S$tirling, pers.commn.). Older males are also
absent from the nuisance bear kill records in the Northwest Territories (HWT
Wildl, Service, unpubl, data). It is therefore Tikely that adult males, and
perhaps females, will not ‘be attracted to sites of human activity in the
Beaufort region unless the availability of natural food sources {i.e., seals)
15 greatly reduced,
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There is some evidence to suggest that bears are more sensitive to disturbance
in areas where they are being actively hunted (R, Schweinsburg, pers, comm,},
but this behavioural response has not been well documented, In areas where
bears are intensively hunted, their tracks tend to cross the floe edge at
right angles, while in unhunted areas, tracks tend to follow the floe edge (R.
Schweinsburg, pers. comm.). In addition, reports by NWT Wildlife Qfficers
indicate that bears in heavily hunted areas tend to head for open water when
they hear motors, It is these types of observations that have led to Inuit
concerns that polar bears will avoid sources of disturbance., However, it is
not c¢lear whether such bears are reacting to the specific activities and
potential danger assocfated with hunting, or whether they are reacting to

disturbances in general,

b) Potential for Creation of Barriers to Inuit Hunter Travel

A second area of concern is that industry activity will result in changes in
winter ice patterns in a manner that restricts or eliminates hunter access 1o

polar bear harvest areas,

The presence of large numbers of artificial islands in the transition zone
coyld extend the landfast ice zone and floe edge farther offcshore, although
the available evidence suggests that this is unlikely to occur {see Hypothesis
No. 2). Nevertheless, even if the fast-ice were to extend a few kilometres
farther offshore, hunters would not be prevented from reaching the floe edge.
Trips to harvesting areas would, however, take proportionally longer,

There is also concern that ice rubble build-up near offshore structures and
along icebreaker tracks would prevent hunters from reaching to polar bear
harvesting areas. Although ice build-up will occur around structures in some
circumstances, the area affected would be localized and is not expected to
prevent hunters from redchingrareas beyond the rubble fields.
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Frequently used icebreaker tracks orientated parallel to the share 1n the
fast-ice zone could create rubble fields that are difficult ({(but not
impossible) to cross by snowmobile. However, present development plans
indicate that principal icebreaker routes through the fast-ice will be
orientated at right angles to the coast from both McKinley Bay and the Yukon
coast to the transition zone, Most traffic following routes parailel to the
shore or the floe edge will occur within the transition zone. Consequently,
it is unlikely that Inuit hunters would be prevented from reaching pelar bear
harvesting areas due to the presence of refrozen tracks created by icebreakers
in the landfast ice zone.

Link 2: Reduced access to polar bears will lead to reductions in the Inuit
harvest of polar bears.

This 1ink s self-evident. In the short-term, harvest levels may be
maintained through increased hunting effort in the secondary harvest areas
Tocated c¢loser to shore, However, this practise would lead to in¢reased
mortality of females and dependent cubs, and therefore harvest could only be
sustained at the same level for a short time.

CONCLUSTONS

Although the logic behind this hypothesis was considered reasonable, a review
of the available evidence suggested that Link 1 was probably not valid.
However, because the data base for full evaluation of the hynothesis s
incomplete, the follewing monitoring is recommended.

l
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MONITORING

The existing NWT Wildlife Service monitoring program which documents relevant
information related to polar bears killed by hunters in the Beaufort Ses
region is expected to be adeguate to test this hypothesis. The workshop group
recommended that these data be analysed in detail every 3 to 5 years to
evaluate the hypothesis, and to determine if changes in the monitoring program
are necessary, Information requirements in terms of the polar bear hunt are
similar to those discussed earlier in relation to the evaluation of Hypothesis
No, 7.

The above data on bear kills should also be supplemented with information on
the development activities that occur 1in the region and data on ice
conditicns, and the amounts and locations of open water on a year-to-year
basis, This information will be necessary for evaluation and interpretation

of both the bi¢logical and hunter effort data.
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Chronic/episedic o0il spills resulting from normal petroleum
hydrocarben development activities within and adjacent
to the marine environment will result in localized
mortality of polar bears,

@ =POLAR BEAR MORTALITY— ()
POLAR BEARS WILL BE MARINE BIRDS AND SEALS
DIRECTLY FOULED BY OIL WILL BE FOULED 8Y OIL AND
b SUBSEQUENTLY CONSUMED Y
POLAR BEARS

©) CHRONIC/EPLSODIC SPILLS ©)

DEVELCPMENT ACTIVITY

Figure 9-1 Potential effects of chronic/episodic oil spills resulting from
normal petroleum hydrocarbon development activities within arnd
adjacent to the marine environment on pelar bears.

Linkages

1, Development activities will result in chronic/episodic oil spills.
2. Episedic spilis will result in the direct fouling of polar becrs.

3, Episodic spills will result in the direct fouling of marine birds and
cseals that are consumed by hears.

4. Mortality of bears will occur if ol is contacted and/or ingested.
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INTRODUCTION

011 spills occur as a result of normal hydrocarbon development activities in
the Beaufort Sea. At present, these spills are largely restricted to fuel
{primarily diesel) used in various shorebased and offshore operations, but
will likely include c¢rude oil spills at offshore production facilities in the
future. The location and freguency of chronic spills in the Beaufort region
15 discussed in greater detail in relation to Hypothesis No. 10.

lL.aboratory studies have demonstrated that oil fouling can cause polar Dear

mortality through the follewing mechanisms:

1. Reduction of the insulative capacity of fur, and subsequent metabolic
alterations {Hurst and Oritsland 1982; Oritsland et al. 1982);

2. Toxicity resulting from oil ingestion during grooming (Engelhardt 1981;
Oritsland et al. 19872).

There is some potential for bears to be affected by chronic spiils in the
Beaufort Sea, either through direct fouling following contact with surface
§licks or indirectly through consumption of oil-contaminated prey.
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LINKAGES
Link 1: Development activities will result in chronic/episodic 01l spills,

Information available from other offshore production areas and the of1 spill
case history literature in general both indicate that the vast majority of oil
spills result from wunavoidabie human errors and equipment failures (Dome
Petroleum et al. 1982), Data on the causes, frequency and sizes of spills
associated with nearshore and offshore petroleum development activities are
available from a number of sources (e.g., Dome Petroleum, unpublished data),
This information can be used as a basis ¢f extrapolation to provide estimates
of spill probabilities, fregquencies and volumes in the Beautfort development
region. Although it is recognized that there has been a decrease in the
occurrence of spills with (1) increased awareness, (2) more thorough training
programs and {3) improved technology, the frequency and cumulative volume of
chroni¢ o0il spills will likely increase with the Jevel of hydrocarbon
development in the Beaufort region. However, the overall relationship between
probable spill frequency/volume and level of development in the regien remains
unknown.

Link 2: Episodic spills will result in the direct fouling of polar bears.

Polar bears may be directly fouled with oil by swimming in oil-contaminated
waters, although this has never been observed in the wild, Nevertheless, the
potential for direct contact with oil does exist, since polar bears have been
observed swimming in all months, except during periods of darkness for which
there are no records (R. Schweinsbhurg, pers. comm.), often at considerable
distances from shore.

In the Beaufort Sea, bears occur near offshore facilities and artificial
islands from OQctober to June, In the future, many additional offshore
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structures could be constructed in or near habitat types where polar bears
prefer to hunt {Stirling et al. 1975). In addition, some polar bears
(particularly subadult males) are attracted to sources of human activity,
including offshore industry structures (Stirling et al. 1977). Since these
facilities are leocated in polar bear habitat and may attract bears, and are
also potential sources of chronic oil spills, the potential for bears 1o
contact oil near such sites is greater than elsewhere in the region (e.qg.,
shorebases).

In summer, most bears occupy the polar pack ice which s located well north of
the development zone. However, some bears are found in summer retreats along
the coasts of Banks and Baillie Isltands. If oil were to strand along these
shorelines, polar bears could be fouled during their f{requent movements

hetween land and water areas,

There 15 no available informaticen on the behaviour of free-ranging bears in
the presence of an oil slick, Theories concerning their probable behaviour
range from complete avoidance to atiraction, but no experimental evidence or
ohservations exist. The actual extent of oil contamination and the duration
of contact would depend on a number of factors, including (1) whether or not a
bear will actually swim through oil-covered waters; (2) the potential for
repeated contact with surface slicks; {3) the type, thickness and viscosity of
the oil; and (4) the amount of oil trapped in the fur,

Link 3: Episodic spills will result in the direct fouling of marine birds and
seals that are consumed by bears.

Polar bears may contact o011 either directly (Link 2) or indirectly through
consumption of ofled prey {birds or seals). A discussion of the extent to
which chronic o011 spills may affect birds is presented in Hypothesis No. 1l.
The latter group concluded that some degree of bird mortality would result
from chronic hydrocarben spills, although the number of birds which will

contact oil remains unknown.
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Of'undoubted1y greater fimportance for bears is the potential for ingestion of
contaminated vringed seals which are the primary food source of polar bears
(Stirling and McEwan 1975). For example, ringed seals have been observed
completely covered with oil in Hudson Bay {Muller-Wille 1974), Irn addition,
there have been several reported cases of exposure of seals to crude oil
foltowing spills in temperate waters (e.g., Davis and Anderson 1976; Duval et
al. 1981).

The behavioural responses of ringed seals and bearded seals to spilled oil and
the physiological impacts of 01l contact {in¢luding mortality) in free-ranging
individuals remain poorly documented (see reviews by Geraci and St. Aubin
1980; Richardson et al. 1983; Engelhardt, 1983). Investigations of oil spil
incidents have generally not been conclusive in elucidating the physiclogical
and toxic effects of oil contact by marine mammals. Marine mammal mortality
has Dheen associated with certain incidents such as the ARROW and the TORREY
CANYON spills  (Anonymous 1970; Spooner 1967).  Similarly, grey seal and
harbour seal deaths were reported following the KURDISTAN spill on the East
Crast of Canada (Parsons et al, 1980). However, most available information
regarding the effects of oil on ringed seals has resulted from a limited
number of c¢ontrolled Tlaboratory studies (Geraci and Smith 18%76a, 1976b;
Engelhardt et al. 1977). These studies have demonstrated both the
physiological pathways of hydrocarbon uptake and transient damage to the eyes,
Tiver and Kidney in this species., However, mortality of oiled ringed seals
was only observed in some animals stressed by laboratory conditions,

During summer, scavenging polar bears could encounter oil-contaminated
carcasses along the shoreline, while bears following leads used by birds
(particularly eider ducks) and subadult seals during spring could also
encounter oil-contaminated prey on or near ice edges.
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Link 4: Mortality of bears will occur if o0il is contacted and/or ingested.

Fou1ing

Fouting of polar bear fur through direct contact with ofl can cause a
significant reduction in the insulative capacity of the fur. Reductions to as
Tittle as 1/2 to 1/3 of pre-exposure insulation values have been demonstrated
for oil-contaminated polar bear fur (Hurst and Oritsland 1982) and the fur of
other amphibicus mammals {Kooyman et al, 1977). These changes in insulative
capacity could lead to a compensatory increase in metabolic rate and changes
in skin and deep body temperature as demonstrated in polar bears (Oritsland gt
al. 1982; Hurst et al. 1982) and in sea otters (Costa and Kooyman 1983}, and
may ultimately result in mortality by hypothermia (Williams 1978, Costa and
Kooyman 1983},

Ingestion

Bears can ingest oil either through grooming of fouled fur or ingestion of
oiled prey. The existing experimental evidence suggests that the most serious
concern with respect to effects of oil on bears is the chemical toxicity of
ingested hydrocarbons (Oritsland et al. 1982; Engelhardt 1981}, Grooming of
oil from the fur following oil contact appears to he a certainty given the
available experimental information {Oritsland et al. 1982; Hurst et al.
1982), Mortality of bears following o¢il ingestion certainly can occur,
although the quantity of o1l necessary to cause death is unknown,

The physiological and texicological {lethal) effects of such o0l ingestion
were described for two polar bears experimentally exposed to oil (Engelhardt
1981 Oritsiand et al. 1982)., As a result of extensive grooming after
exposure to ¢rude oil, three polar bears ingested large quantities of oil, and
this lead to peripheral hemolysis, erythropoietic dysfunction and renal
abnormalities., Subsequent death of 2 of 3 of the ofl-contaminated bears was
thought to be largely due to renal failure,
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The likelihood of consumﬁtion of oil-contaminated prey by bears has not been
tested empirically. However, anecdotal information indicates that polar bears
preferentially consume motor oil upon breaking into caches {(N.W.T. Wildl.
Sery. unpublished data), and generally consume 0i1 and oil products regardless
of source.

The present information suggests that polar bear mortality will result both
from fouling of fur and ingestion of critical (but unknown) quantities of
oi1. Such potential industry-reltated mortality must be viewed in conjunction
with hunting pressure through the existing quota system, and related to
carrying capacity of the population. It s expected that, although the
hypothesis is be valid, the number of bears affected by chronic o1} spills
would be small and probably not significant at the population level (unless
the population is being hunted at maximum sustainable yield}).

CONCLUSION

The potential for polar bears 1o contact oil during hydrocarhon development
activities in the Beaufort Sea does exist, although the number of animals that
may be affected by chronic/episodic spills is unknown, Nevertheless,
mortality of polar bears as & result of ofl exposure oOr ingestion of
contaminated prey would nrobably be Timited,

RESEARCH

The most significant information gaps at this time relate to the behavioural
responses of polar bears to oil-covered waters and to oit-contaminated prey.

Specific experiments addressing these concerns are possible and would involve

relatively few Togistical difficulties and a low probability of severe
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consequences to the study animals. However, studies of this nature would
undoubtedly encounter extreme public and political opposition, and therefore
may he untenable,

It is possible that some additional information could be obtained through in
vivo experimentation (1.e., with polar bear pelts), and a program to determine
hydrocarbon burdens in samples obtained from animals harvested by Inuit
hunters, The maximum amount of opportunistic information should alsce be
¢ollected in any instance where polar bears contact oil in the Beaufort Sea or
elsewhere in the Canadian Arctic. For example, observations could be taken
concurrently with information on birds collected by oilspill  response
personnel {see Hypothesis No. 10}, Alerting of all persconnel to decument
sightings of oiled bears or of the respense of free-ranging bears to ofl, and
the subsequent reporting of this information to regulatory agencies are also
recommended.

MONITORING

No specific polar bear/oil monitoring program is recommended.
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 10

THE EFFECTS OF CHRONIC (EPISODIC) OIL SPILLS
RESULTING FROM NORMAL PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES ON BIRDS




Chronic (episodic) oil spitls resulting from normal petroleun
hydrocarbon development activities within and adjacent
to the marine environment will result in local
mortality of certain species of birds.

BIRD MORTALITY

PRESENCE OF A
SUSCEPTIBLE SPECIES

PRESENCE OF A SLICK WITH
THE CAPACITY TO FOUL

CHRONIC/EPTS0DIC SPILL
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

Figure 10-1 Potential effects of chronic (episodic) oil spills resulting from
normal petroleum development activities on birds.

kﬁnkages

1. Development activities will result in chronic (episodic) spilis of
petroleum hydrocarbons.

2 Where chronic (episcdic) spills occur, <licks with the capacity to foul
birds will be present under certain conditions.

3. Susceptible bird species will co-occur in space and time with the presence
of a slick.

4. Mortality of birds will occur follawing slick contact.

__——_
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INTRODUCTION

0i1 spills occur as a result of normal hydrocarbon development activities 1in
the Beaufort Sea. At present, these spills are largely restricted to fuel
oils (No. 2 diesel) used for various shorebased and offshore operations
(primarily marine vessels), but will likely include crude oil spills at
offshore production facilities in the future. Information available through
¢pill report files indicates that the volume of chronic (episodic) spills s
inversely related to spill frequency, with the largest proportion of spills
involving volumes of less than 1 barrel. At present, the greatest frequencies
and largest volumes of 011 spills are associated with existing shorebases in
the Beaufort development region (Dome Petroteum, unpubl, data), although it is
expected that the frequency of spills in offshore areas will dincrease

incrementally as development proceeds,

Futyre sources of chronic oil spills could include shorebases (diesel, slops),
of fshore drilling and production Facilities (diesel, crude, lubricants and
other productien wastes), and subsea facilities such as pipelines and
gathering systems (crude). Tankers involved in transportation of crude ofl as
well as vessels (icebreakers, supply boats, dredges) associated with various
support and construction activities may also recult in occasional spiils of

crude oil or refined petroleum products.
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1t s generally agreed that birds are the resource which has been most visibly
affected by oil spills (Brown 1982, ESL 1982). Information summarized by
Duval et al, (1981) also indicates that the location and timing of spills {cf.
volume of oil spilled) in relation to the distribution, abundance and seasonal
habitat use of birds have been the primary factors affecting the severity of
impacts of past spilis. For example, widespread mortality of birds was
reported following relatively small spills (<100 barrels) in marine temperate
and subarctic environments, while impacts on birds have not been cbserved
following many spills greater than 100,000 barrels (Duval et al. 1981). At
the same time, the vulnerability of birds to oil spilis varies substantially
among species, and is highly dependent on life history and behavioural
patterns {King and Sanger 1978). Nevertheless, due 1o the excaptional
vulnerability of some species to even small quantities of il in the marine
envirconment, the effects of chronic oil spilis on birds remains an area of

potential concern related to hydrocarbon devetopment in the Beaufort region,

1. INKAGE S

Link 1: Development activities will result in chronic {episedic) spills of
petroleum hydrocarbons.

Tnformation available from other offshore production areas and the oil spill
case history literature both indicate that the vast majority of oil spiils
resutt from unavoidable human errors and equipment failures {Dome Petroleum et
al. 1982). Data on the causes, frequency and sizes of spills associated with
nearshore and offshore petroleum development activities are available from a
number of sources (e.g., Dome Petroleum, unpublished data). This information
can be used as a basis of extrapolation to provide estimates of spill
probabilities, frequencies and volumes in the Beaufort development region,




AT g e,

Although it is recognized that there has been a decrease in the occurrence of
spills with {1) dincreased awareness, (2) more thorough training programs and
{3) improved technoltogy, the frequency and cumulative volume of chronic oil
spills will likely dincrease with the leve) of hydrocarbon development in the
Beaufort region. However, the overall relationship between probable spill
frequency/volume and tevel of development in the region remains unknown,

Link 2: Where chronic (episodic} spills occur, slicks with the capacity to
foul birds will be present under certain conditions.

Several models describing the physical and chemical weathering of i1, as well
as the concurrent spreading and movement of slicks, have been developed in
recent years, These models may have predictive value for evaluating the
relative rates of 0il weathering, but may not be useful for assessment of oil
transport processes and rates with relatively small chronic spitls, The most
important spilt features determining impacts of il on birds would inciude
stick thickness and detectability, although the slick thicknesses which may
result in fouling of birds remain unknown, Two additional data defic¢iencies
that were identified with respect to potential oil contamination of birds were
(1) the probable fate and effects of oil which became encapsulated in dce
throughout the winter months, and was subseguently released to melt pools or
to  the water c¢olumn during spring break-up; and (2) the possible
remobitization of oil that was stranded in intertidal and backshore habitats
following chronic oil spills in nearshore areas,

Link 3: Susceptible bird species will co-occur in space and time with the
presence of a slick.

In early spring, seabirds are attracted to sites that are or appear to De open
water (T. Barry, pers. comm.). In addition, many species migrate along
of fshore leads and along shorelines which may be sites of oil accumulation
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following ehronic spills in the Beaufort region. On the other hand, it was
recognized that scme species of birds may avoid oil slticks (King and Sanger
1979), while others may avoid areas of chronic 01} contamination (e.9.,
pffshore p1atforms) due to the physical presence of structures and human
activities at these sites (Cornish and Alten 1983).

The major uncertainties identified 1in relation to Link Nog. 3 of this
hypothesis were (1) the potential for attraction of birds (e.g., loons, gulls
and diving ducks) to fish or invertebrates that are kitled or narcotized, and
are present at the surface following chronic spills, (2) the lack of data on
the behaviour of ceveral bird species at different times of the year, and {3)
information on the Jocation and extent of open water during the pericd of
spring migration to the Beaufort region.

Link 4: Mortality of birds will occur £oltowing slick contact.

Many species of birds ave nighly susceptible {due to behaviour and 1ife
history) to oil 5nills, and have suffered mortality following contamination bY
petroleum hydrocarbons (Brown 1982 Duval 33'_31. 1981). This mortality
results principally fFrom the physical eftects of oil o0 thermoregulatery
capacity and buoyancy, 8% well as the toxicity of petroleum hydrocarbons
ingested during preening or feeding activities {Brown 1982). Relatively small
spills can Cause extensive bird mortality under SOME circumstancas (Barretl
1979), such as when large concentrations of susceptible wird species occur
within a restricted area. This situation does exist at some times of the year
near proposed shorebase development sites in the Beaufort region.

Major data deficiencies associated with this linkage relate to (1) the
documented difficulties in detection of bird mortality due 1o hoth emigration
from the spill zone and sinkage of contaminated bird carcasses; (2} the lack
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of 4information regarding 1evels of contamination (9.e., click thickness or
spill yolume) that will result in bird mortalitys and {3) the 1imited data for
assessment Of the ecological significance of $pecﬁes=5pecﬁfic pird mortalities.

CONCLUSTON

1t was concluded that there 1s sufficient information to accept the hypothesis
that chronic/episedic 0il spills will cause mortality of birds under B50ME
circumstances. The combinatiens of circumstances which may lead to bird
mortality (i.e., volume of spill, 01l type, time of year, type of habitat
contaminated, slick thickness and movement, and the behaviour of contaminated
birds) are not clear, but are expected L0 he highly varijable., 1t i5 difficult
0o AG5E55 the significance of 0il-induced mortatity on geabird population
levels. The early concern that the axtensive ceabird population of the North
cea area would decline after hydrocaron development has been substantiated
(Clark 1984}, 1t was concluded that 2 manitoring program could be justified
on the basis of the documented yulngrability of some species rp relatively
small spills, and the important hird habitats that ccouyr along many portions
of the Beaufort gea coastline.

MONITORING

Due to the episodic nature of chronic  oil epills and high degree of
uncertainty regarding the casual circumstances, nature and extent of potentia]
impacts of these evenlts on bird populations, an npportunistic approach is
recommended for monitoring of the short-term and Tong-term pffects of chronic
spills in the Beaufort Sed. Manitoring should become an integral part of the
existing 0ilspill response plans for the region, and could be conducted by

personne1 that are already experienced agbservers {e.d., Inuit) or are trained
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members of a response team such as the Beaufort Sea O0ilspill Cleanup
Cooperative. Following chronic spill incidents at shorebases and offshore
facilities, one or more members of the response team would assume
responsibitity for documenting (1) the species and numbers of birds 1in the
vicinity of the spill zone, {2) the number of birds (by species) that appear
to have contacted surface slicks or oil stranded in shoreline habitats; and
{3) the subsequent behaviour {e.g., flight away from the area) or mortality of
affected individuals., It will be equally important to document fully those
events where birds are present in an area, but remain unaffecied, as well as
other incidents where birds are not present at the time and location of a
chronic spill., These data, when reported with other information regarding
each fncident {i.e., spill volume and type, extent of surface slick, time of
year, percent of o0il recovered, etc.), would provide a statistical basis for
ongeing evaluation of the effects of chronic spills on hird populaticons of the
Beaufort Sea,

It is emphasized that the o¢verall success of this approach to monitoring would
be dependent on the thoroughness of each observer's visual records and
attention to detail. In addition, the success of the approach would also
continue {¢ depend on the rapid response to all oil spill incidents to aveid
underestimates of bird c¢ontamination or mortality due to emigration and
sinkage, particularly when the o0ilspill response team s centrally located
(e.g., Tuktoyaktuk, McKinley Bay) and must be transported to the spill site.
It is also recognized that under some circumstances {e.g., during explesion or
fire hazard}, priorities will be placed on human safety and rapid response
rather than bird monitering responsibilities. -However, +the opportunistic
approach to monitoring of the effects of chronic spills on birds is expected
to be effective in the majority of probable spill circumstances.

An additional recommendation with respect to this monitoring program is the
documentation of oiled birds (species, numbers, Jocation and time) in
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conjunction with all normal industrial operations in the region. The latter
type of records would provide a measure of the cumulative impact of
chronic/episodic o0il releases on bird populations, and could be compared to
observations taken by on-site 0ilspiil response teams,

RESEARCH

Accurate estimation of bird mortality, by extrapolation of bird mortality
indices from the trained observer counts and on-site studies at spills, will
require statistically reliable data that can only be obtained through an
extensive laboratory and experimental oil spill research program, Predicted
Beaufort hydrocarbon development ievels do not justify this approach. Rather,
the management philosophy should be to scrutinize closely the results of the
monitoring program and to emphasize mitigative actions {i.e., actions to

‘reduce the spill frequency and volume, and to enable rapid cleanup).
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 11

EFFECTS OF OIL IN OPEN WATER AREAS ARQUND OFFSHORE

STRUCTURES DURING PERIGDS OF ICE COVER ON EIDERS AND DIVING DUCKS
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031 slicks in open water areas around offshore structures

during normal periods of ice cover will cause increased
mortality of eiders and diving ducks.

INCREASED EIDER AKND
DIVING DUCK MORTALITY

CHRONIC RELEASE SURFACE OIL AND BIRDS ATTRACTION OF
OF HYDROCARBONS ~——(By—={ IN OPEN WATER AROUND |-+——(@}~— MIGRATING AND

AND PERTIODIC
FORMATION

SLICK OFFSHORE STRUCTURES STAGING EIDERS
AND DIVING DUCKS

OPEN WATER AROQUND OFFSHORE
= DEVELOPMENT STRUCTURES IN =

MOVING ICE

Figure 11-1:

LANDFAST AND TRANSITION ZOKE ICE

PARTICULATE EMISSIONS THERMAL DISCHARGES
AND FUGITIVE OUST

Potential effects of oil near offshore platforms on
eiders and diving ducks (Mechanism A)
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The various linkages in Mechanism A were evaluated by the workshop subgroup.
During this discussion, evidence was presented that resulted in elimination of
Link 2 (see below). Further discussion resulted in a general reorganization
of the possible mechanism through which increased eider and diving duck
mortality may occur., The revised linkages associated with the hypothesis
(Mechanism B) are shown in Figure 11-2.

- EIDER AND DIVING
DUCK MORTALITY

PERIODIC SLICK ATTRACTION OF MIGRATING
FORMATICN IN AND STAGING EIDERS AND
OPEN WATER AREA DIVING DUCKS TO CPEN
WATER AREA
®
CHRONIC RELEASE OFEN WATER ARQUND
OF HYDROCARBONS OFFSHORE DEVELOPMENT
= STRUCTURES IN 1LANDFAST
‘ 1CE AND TRANSITIOK
©, ZONE ICE
MOVING ICE PARTICULATE EMISSIONS THERMAL DISCHARGES

AND FUGITIVE DUST

Figure 11-2: Potential effects of oil near offshore platforms on
eiders and diving ducks {Mechanism 8)
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Linkages

1. Moving dce causes rubble fields and open water in the ice surrounding
offshore structures,

2, Particulate emissions and fugitive dust will decrease the albedo
(increase heat absorption) of the ice, leading to increased melting and
earlier formation of open water areas around offshore structures.

3. Tnermal discharges under or onto the dce from offshore production
facilities will enhance melting and formation of open water arcund
structures,

4. Eiders and diving ducks are attracted to open water areas during
migration and staging.

5, Chronic refeases of hydrocarbons from offshore structures will cause the
pericdic formation of ofl slicks in open water areas.

6., 0iling of birds present in open waters around offshore structures wili

cause mortality.
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INTRODUCTION

Barry et al. (1981), Barry and Barry (1982), and Searing et al. {1975) have
documented large concentrations of migrant eiders and other diving ducks
during early spring migratien (15 May to 15 June) in certain areas of open
water along the edge of the shear zone 1in the southeast Beaufort Sea,
Densities as high as 200 birds/km2 were recorded in this area during spring
1974 (Searing et al. 1975). Similarly, data collected by Dome Petroleum (Dome
Petroleum, unpubl. data) indicated as many as 40 birds/kmz during spring in
open water areas within several kiltometres o¢f an exploratory drilling

structure located near the shear zone.

Chronic (episodic) accidental spills of petroleum hydrocarbons (diesel, crude)
into the marine environment occur as a result of routine o0i7 and gas
exploration activities in the Beaufort Sea (Dome Petroleum, unpubl. data), and
will 1ikely occur with greater frequency as larger volumes ¢f ©311 are handled

during production.

It is also important to emphasize that even small oil spills in marine
environments can result in extensive mortality of waterfowl and other species
of marine-associated birds ({Barrett 1979). A review of 100 world-wide oil
spills completed by Duval et al. (1981) indicated that the circumstances
surrounding spills (particularly Tlocation and season}) and the types of
habitats affected by oil din relation to the abundance and distribution of

birds, were more important factors than spill volume in determining the impact

of these events,
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The major concern and basie for this hypothesis is that eiders and diving
ducks, which have been assigned a very high 011 Vulnerability Index (OVI; King
and Sanger 1979), may suffer extensive mortality if they contact an oil siick
near an offshore production structure Jocated near %the shear zone. This
concern is greatest during the spring migration period when birds may be
concentrated in relatively high densities in available open water.

L INKAGES

Link 1: Moving ice causes rubble fields and open water in the ice surrounding
offshore structures,

catellite imagery and observations Dby on-site industry personnel show that
open water is created in the lee (downstream) of an artificial island or
structure as jce moves past during the spring (Ben Danielewicz, pers. comm.) .
The satellite imagery also shows that moving ice in the transition zone
creates other extensive areas of open water adjacent to but not caused by the
presence of artificial islands or structures (dchn Marko, pers. comm, ). Open
water formation in the transition zone of the Beaufort Sea is a characteristic
result of normal ice movement in the spring. However, 1f the ice is
stationary, open water 1is not created in either the lee of artificial
structures or in adjacent areas through this process. Therefore, the presence
of open water in the transition Zzone during early spring is dependent on ice
movement.

Link 2: Particulate emissions and fugitive dust will decrease the albedo
(increase heat absorption) of the ice, leading to increased melting
and earlier formation of open water areas around offshore structures.

This linkage was eliminated from the hypothesis because the small amount of

particuiate emissions and resulting fallout is not pxpected to significantly
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decrease albedo, and therefore should not contribute to the formation of open
water around offshore siructures {Tarek Jandati, pers, comm,). The total
amount of particulate emissions during +the year 2000, when proposed
development activities would be at their peak (for the development scepario
considered) have been estimated at about 12,000 tonnes/year (Dome Petroleum et
al, 1982). The emission sources can be classified as two types: mobile
{aircraft and marine vessels) and stationary (shorebases and platforms). The
mobile sources (mostly marine vessels) would acgount for 83 percent of all
particulate emissions, or approximately 10,000 tonnes/vear. The remainder
(2000 tonnes/year) would be emitted at shorebases, offshore platforms and
drill rigs (Dome Petroleum et al. 1982).

Prior to the workshop, dispersion catculations were completed using a box
model approach to estimate the order of magnitude in the level of dust fall
Tpading which may be expected in the BReaufort region, The following

wssumptions were made during these calculations:

1) Because of the wide geographic separation of emission sources, Spatial
Units 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the Beaufort Sea (see Introduction) were assumed to
be affected by emissions. The approximate surface area of these combined

zones was estimated at 60,000 ka;

2} On an annual basis, the wind distribution and the locatien of mobile
sources are such that the particulate fallout was expected to be uniform
in these four spatial units.

On the basis of these two assumptions and the total expected particulate
emissions Jdentified earlier, an exceedingly low rate of dust fall
(209/m2/month) was estimated (Tarek Jandali, pers. comm,). In addition, the
effect of particulate matter on the albedo would be very dependent on the

period of application, and conditions such as snow drifting and cccurrence of
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a thaw followed by freeze-up would limit or eliminate changes in albedo caused
by dust fall (Willjams 1867). Therefore, given the extremely tow level of
dusting expected from hydrocarbon development, din conjunction with the
uncertainties associated with the actual effects of dusting on albedo, it was
concluded that this link would not contribute %o increased open water areas
around offshore structures,

Link 3: Thermal discharges under or onto the ice from affshore production
facilities will enbhance melting and formation of open water around
structures,

Depending on the precise set of conditions {e.g., ice thickness, current
patterns) and the manner in which discharges are released from a production
facility, either very 1little open water would be created or as much as
60,000 m°
outfall (Humfrey Melling, pers, comm.; Ben Danieliwicz, pers. comm.). Direct

(0.06 kmz) of open water could occur in the vicinity of the

discharge of produced water and cooling water onto the surface of the ice near
the structure would create the largest amount of open water, This area would
be greatly readuced in situations where the water was mixed with dense, cold
sea water and released at high speed into the water column (Humfrey Melling,
pers. comm.}. High speed discharges of much smaller quantities of water
presently create open water areas of about 10 mz near existing facilities in
the region (Ben Danieliwicz, pers. comm.).

Link 4: Eiders and diving ducks are attracted to open water areas during
migration and staging.

Data collected by on-site petroleum Jindustry personnel (Dome Petroleum,
unpubl, data) indicate that densities of water birds during spring in areas
around offshore artificial islands are not different from densities recorded
in adjacent open-water areas (see also Barry et ai, 1981; Barry and Barry
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significant "attraction” of birds to artificially created open water around
structures would be unlikely. However, during periods when the only available
open water may be that present near a thermal dishcarge from an artificial
production island (such as during a period when no ice movement is occurring
and no open water is c¢reated}), it is conceivable that some birds may be
attracted to the structure, As indicated earlier, depending on the thermal
discharge procedures, either a very small (10 ma) or relatively large
{60,000 mz) area of open water may he created adjacent to an outfall., In
such an extreme situation, the number of birds attracted to the area 13
expected to be proportional to the amount of available open water, However,
this extreme situation where virtually no open water exists probably occurs

ance every 10 to 20 years {Barry 1968; Tom Barry, pers. comm.).

Link 5: Chronic releases of hydrocarbons from offshore structures will cause
the periodic formation of oil slicks in open water areas,

Since the presence of an ©0i1 slick would be necessary to create a situation
where bird mortality could occur, treated produced water discharges are not
expected to affect birds, 0On the other hand, accidental episodic spills may
cause occasional o¢il  slicks near offshore production facilities, The
existence of various mitigative procedures and oilspill contingency plans will
reduce the risk of contamination of birds fellowing these episodic events, and
not all spitls will result in a slick that is capable of fouling birds. In
addition, the dynamic conditions associated with open water created by moving
ice, would likely result in non-uniformities in the distribution of any oil
slick and this would further reduce the risk to birds,
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Link 6: Diling of birds present in open waters around offshore structures
will cause mortality.

Many species of birds are highly susceptible {due to behaviour and 1ife
history) to oil spills, and have suffered mortality following contamination by
petroleum hydrocarbons (Brown 1982; Duval et al, 1881}, This mortatity results
principally from the physical effects of 011 on thermoregulatory ability and
buoyancy, and the chemical toxicity of oil ingested during preening or feeding
activities (Brown 1982). As indicated eariier, relatively small spills can
result in extensive mortality of birds (Barrett 1%79), and at the same time,
significant numbers (thousands) of susceptible birds are known %o occur in
proposed offshore development areas in the Beaufort region (Dome Petroleum,
unpubl, data).

Major data deficiencies related to this 1linkage are: (1) the documented
difficuities in detecticn of bird mortality following coil spills dug to
emigration out of the area and sinkage of contaminated birds; {2) the Jack of
infoermation regarding the levels of contaminaticn (i.e,, slick thickress or
spill  volume) that witl result din bird mortality; and (3) the lack of
infermation to allow assessment of the ecological significance of
species-specific bird mortalities.

CONCLUSION

The group concluded that it would be impractical to design a specific
monitoring program to test this hypothesis during the expected 'ife of the
project (25 years).
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Rationale

Two distinct scenarios were considered 1in relation to the concern that
migrating eiders and diving ducks may be exposed to open water containing oil
slicks in areas surrounding offshore structures,

Scenario At A year when there is virtually no ice movement, and therefore no
naturally-occurring open water during the period of bird

migration; and

Scenario B A year when there s ice movement and naturally-occurring open

water,

Scenario A appears t¢ have a recurrence interval of between 10 and 20 years.
These years would be characterized by no dice movement and the lack of
naturally-occurring open water and leads during the pericd of eider and diving
duck migration period {mid-May to mid-dune), Thereforg, any open water around

affshore stiructures would be caused by thermal discharges.

The annual frequency of chronic oil spills at each of these structures may be
relatively high (from 5 to 15 per year, in all offshore areas based on
historical records for exploration activities in the Beaufort Sea over the
last 3 years; Dome Petroleum unpubl. data). However, most of these spills are
uniikely to occur in the open water caused by a thermal discharge, and of
those that do, not all may be of sufficient size to cause a slick that is
capable of fouling birds. Nevertheless, there is a finite probability of the
coincidence of an o0il slick and migratory birds, assuming that offshore
structures are within the migration path and that migrant eiders and diving
ducks will land in open water areas adjacent to offshore platforms,
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However, in view of the long recurrence interval (10 to 20 years) of Scenario
A and the low joint probability of ducks and oil occurring at the same time
and location during the short migration season, it is difficult to recommend a
practical monitoring program that could document the impact of such a rare

occurrence.

In Scemnario B, open water arocund offshore structures may be caused by a
combination of a thermal discharge and ice movement (i.e., open water wake in
the lee of the island). However, when ice movement does occur, there would
also be large areas of naturally-occurring open water relatively near these
ctructures, There is also no evidence to suggest that migrating ducks would
be attracted to offshore structures more than to other areas of open water.
Rird observations by industry personnel and others at existing offshore
structures in the Beaufort Sea indicate that densities of birds near
artificial structures apparently are not different from densities in adjacent
open water areas (Dome Petroleum, unpubl. data; Barry et al. 1981, Barry and
Darry 1982; Searing et al. 1975). Therefore, an o1l slick in artificially
created open water during the period of eider and diving duck migration may
affect only a very small number of birds., Consequently, the group ¢concluded

that a special monitoring program is not warranted.

Notwithstanding the above conclusions, the group indicated that it would be
desirable for the operators to continue their existing bird observation
programs as a routine operational procedure. These data should continue to be
made available to Government agencies, This will ensure that as development
proceeds and the number of offshore facilities increases, the basic
assumptions and conclusions associated with  this hypothesis may De
re-gvaluated.
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 12

THE EFFECTS OF LOW ALTITUOE AIRCRAFT FLIGHTS
ON STAGING BRANT
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Frequent Tow altitude atrcraft flights over staging
brant will cause ingreased overwinter mortality.

INCREASED BRANT MORTALITY
DURING WINTER

DECREASED FAT ACCUMULATION BY
BRANT DURING FALL STAGING

INCREASED DISTURBANCE WITH RESULTING
INCREASED ERERGY EXPENDITURE BY BRANT

OVERFLIGHTS DURING STAGING

Figure 12-1 Potential effects of low altitude aircraft flights on staging brant

Linkages

1. Aircraft overflights during spring staging of brant will cause
disturbances that are reflected in increased energy expenditure.
2. Increased energy expenditure will result in decreased fat accumulation.

3, Decreased fat accumulation will increase overwinter mortality of brant,
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INTRODUCTION

The rationale for consideration of this hypothesis during the workshop was the
assumption that staging brant may be affected by Jlow-level aircraft
overflights through mechanisms similar to those documented for snow geese
(Patterson 1974; Davis and Wiseley 1974; Schweinsburg 1974). The various
Tinkages associated with the hypothesis are shown in Figure 12-1.

CONCLUSION

Although the workshop subgroup indicated that wonitoring could be inftiated in
retation to this hypothesis, it was concluded that such a program would be
impractical and would provide limited relevant information (Tom Barry, pers,
comm.)., The following ratiorale for not recommending a monitoring program Was
presented during discussion of the hypothesis. Although a Yarge proportion of
the total Canadian Beaufort Sea brant population can pass along the Beaufort
coast in small flocks, and may stop to feed and stage in any one of a dozen
different staging areas, they typically remain in these areas for no more than
a day or two, depending on weather conditions. This is uniike the migraticn
pattern of snow geese, where very large numbers of birds stage in a few
relatively discrete areas for up to a month before migrating long distances
{Koski 1977), Furthermore, unlike sncw geese which appear to be very
susceptible to disturbance by low flying aircraft (Gollop and Davis 1874,
Schweinsburg 1974; Gavin 1980}, brant are apparently only temporarily
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displaced as a result of aircraft OVerfﬁights (Tom Barry, pers. comm.; Koski
1977}. Consequently, possible disturbances Ccaused by low-level aircraft
flights across any one of these staging areas at any given time would probably
have 1ittle or no measurable effect on the physiology (e.q., fat accumulation)
of staging brant, The group also concluded that it would be virtually
impossible to design a practical monitoring program capable of detecting a
change in the overwinter brant mortality due to increased low level aircraft
flights along the Canadian Beaufort coast during fall staging.
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 13

EFFECTS OF HYDROCARBONS AND HEAVY METALS
ON FISH HARVEST



m

178

Shorebases and shallow water production facilities will release
hydrocarbons and heavy metals at sufficient levels such
that fish harvest will be reduced through tainting
and heavy metal accumulations,

HYPOTHESIS 15A HYPOTHESIS 158
F1SH HARVEST FISH MARVEST
DESIRASILITY, DESTRAGILITY
COLOUR, TASTE, SMELL HUMAN HEALTH
FISH FISH
BODY BURDEN\&\\E:i ;:5/f,,aoov BURDEN
FOOD FOOD
CRAIN CRAIN
HYDROCARBONS 5:2\\\HEAVY HETALS

Figure 13-1: Potential effects of release of hydrocarbens and heavy
metals on fish harvest
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Linkages for Hypothesis 13A

1. and 3. Hydrocarbons in water and sediments will enter fish and prey
organisms of harvested fish species.

2. Hydrocarbons can be passed through food chains.

4. Desirability of fish is decreased as 4 result of increases in the body
burden of hydrocarbons.

Decreased desirability will decrease fish harvest.

(%3]

Linkages for Hypothesis 13B

1. and 3. Heavy metals in water and sediments will enter fish and prey
organisms of harvested fish species.

7. Heavy metals can be passed through food chains.

4. Human health and desirability can be affected by increases in heavy metat
concentrations in fish,

5 Decreased desirability will decrease fish harvest.
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INTRODUCTION

Several species of fish, particularly coregonids, are harvested by residents
of Tuktoyaktuk and the more inland communities Jncluding Aklavik, Fort
McPharson and Arctic Red River, However, the actual importance of the
domestic harvest in various communities 1is difficult to estimate because
detailed studies have not been conducted in the region. Corkum and McCart
{1981) estimated that approximately 14,500 kg of fish were harvested in
Tuktoyaktuk Harbour and the Mackenzie Deita area in 1%73. Domestic ficheries
continue to be important in the region, and a number of members of the working
group suggested that there is a potential for future increases in the domestic
fish harvest, as well as development of recreational and commercial
ficheries, Due to the existing and possible expanding human use of fish in
the future and experiences associated with tainting elsewhere in the world,
the potential for hydrocarbon or heavy metal contamination and subsequent
decreace in fish harvests is an area of potential concern within the Beaufort
$ea. The following sections briefly summarize gualitative and guantitive
evidence regarding the mechanisms of hydrocarbon and heavy metal uptake by
fish, as well as the recommendations of the subgroup on monitoring strategies
which may be required to address this question in the Beaufort region. Two
closely related hypotheses were examined during the workshop (Figure 13-1),
but are discussed separately in the remainder of this section because of clear
differences in the degree of potential concern related to these contaminants.



HYPOTHESIS 13A  HYDROCARBONS

The release of hydrocarbons to the marine environment from oil production
facilities throughout the world has been well documented (e.g., Cowell 1976,
Dome Petroleum et al. 1982, Vol 6.). It has been estimated that from 0.1 to
0.3 percent of all oil produced is lost as a result of accidental chronic or
episodic spills and intentional releases associated with normal operations,
In the case of some types of chronic o0il releases, fish are usually exposed to
extremely low hydroccarbon concentrations beyond the immediate vicinity of
discharge sites and this exposure i% normally brief. For example, hydrocarbon
concentrations 1in sea water resulting from produced water discharge are
expected to be in the low ppm range only a few metres away from discharge
points in offshore areas, and due to dilution in surrounding waters, quickly
hecome indetectable within tens or several hundreds of metres away from point
sources (Thomas et al. 1983). On the other hand, harbours and other sheltered
shoreline locations where industrial aclivities are concentrated can be sites
of more frequent hydrocarbon releases, and because dilution rates are
generally lower, hydrocarbon concentrations can be higher than in offshore
areas. In addition, such nearshore areas are more likely to support fish
populations for lengthy periods, thereby increasing the duration of
hydrocarbon exposure in comparison with the offshore situation,

L INKAGES

Links 1 and 3: Hydrocarbons in water and sediments will enter fish and prey
organisms of harvested species.

Fish and their food organisms can quickly absord hydrocarbons through gill
epithelia, mucosa and other soft body surfaces (Malins 1977, Teal 1977,
Themsor et al. 198l; Dome Petroleum et al. 1982, Vol. 6}. Storage or
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accumuTation of petroleum hydrocarbons normally takes place in tissues with a
high 1ipid content (Roubal et at. 1977; Whittle et al, 1877). For example,
Neff et al. (1976) found approximately 600 ppm of total naphthalenes in
killifish brain tissue after one hour exposure to fuel oil at concentrations
of only 2 ppm total naphthalenes, while about 70 ppm of total naphthalenes
were measured in muscle tissue. Various other authors have shown that rapid
and differential accumulation of hydrocarbons occurs in different fish tissues
following exposure to low concentrations of dissolved and dispersed oil in the
water column (Varanasi and Malins 1977; Duval and Fink 19803 ESL 1982).

Invertebrates also accumulate hydrocarbons in their tissues (Varanasi and
Malins 1977; Themson et al, 1881 Duval et al. 1981), Biocaccumulation is
especially common in invertebrates such as clams, polychactes and mussels that
pass large quantities of contaminated water through or over feeding or
respiratory organs {Boehm et al, 1983), Arctic amphipods may survive exposure
to high concentrations of oil (Cross and Martin 1983) and could retain a high

body burden of oil for considerable periods.

Kydrocarbon depuration rates depend on a range of physiological and external
factors such as competing metabolic demands, state of health of the organisms
and water temperature but depuration is usually considerably slower than
uptake. Some invertebrates are capable of depurating hydrocarbons from body
tissues in only a few hours, especially if the exposure concentration is low
and the duration of exposure is short (Duval et al. 1981), However, animals
that have accumulated hydrocarbons over a long period through exposure to
chropnic o011 pollution have a tendency to depurate hydrocarbons slowly (Boehm
and Quinn 1977). Recent experience during the Baffin Island il Spill
experiment (BIOS) has shown that henthic invertebrates can retain detectable
quantities of oil for up to two years after exposure (Boehm 1983),




183

Link 2: Hydrocarbons are passed through food chains.

Aithough frequently postulated, uptake and accumulation of hydrocarbons due to
ingestion of contaminated prey organisms has not been shown fo be a dominant
pathway in the tainting of aquatic animals, Hydrocarbons may he absorbed
through the gut, although they appear to be quickly excreted and do not
generally enter tissues {Teal 1977; Thomson et ai. 1981},

Links 4 and 5: Decreased desirability as a result of hydrocarbon body burden
will decrease fish harvest,

Concern regarding the tainting (usually reflected in an oily taste or, less
commoniy, odour) that results from petroleum hydrocarbon accumulation i3
frequently expressed by the public, and numerous cases of fish tainting
following acute {(oil spill} exposure to hydrocarbons have been described in
the Titerature (Johnston 1976), A recent occurrence of fish tainting in Canada
resulted from an oil spill into the Athabasca River near Fort HcMurray. In
this dinstance, tainting resulied 1in the c¢losure of the Lake Athabasca
comercial fishery (Alberta and Canada vs Suncor, O0fficial Transcripts,
Edmonton, Alta. 1632).

Most instances of tainting are directly associated with large ol spills, and
only a few cases of tainting due to low level c¢hronic releases of petroleum
hydrocarbons have been documented, Nevertheless, tainting from chronric and
episedic oil releases is considered a potential problem in confined bays and
harbours with restricted circulation. Some recent information concerning
tainting is available from a study conducted on samples of fish obtained from
the harbour at Hay River, N.W.T. A taste testing panel concluded that fish
from these waters had an oily flavour; however, the presence of hydrocarbons
in fish tissue could not be confirmed during laboratory testing (5. Metikosh,
pers.comm, ), This may have been due to the subjective nmature of taste testing
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nrocedures, inadequate controls, or the ability of taste panels to detect the
nresence of extremely small quantities of specific hydrocarbens and ltack of
correlation between tainting and standard chemical analyses, Whatever the
reason, analytical determinations of hydrocarbon body burden do not always
appear capable of detecting tainting.

The desire to harvest fish resources is usually reduced once tainting is
detected. It is likely that the mere suspicion of tainting will also decrease
the desirability of a particular resource,

CONCLUSION

Evaluation of available data by the workshop group indicated that Link 2 in
Hypothesis 13A (i.e., hydrocarbons are passed through food chains) was invalid
or extremely weak, while other linkages were expected to be valid, 1t was
concluded that tainting is unlikely to be a significant concern in any area
except sheltered bays (such as Tuktoyaktuk Harbour) where: (1) subsistence
fishing takes place; (2) substantial numbers cof fish are present for a
relatively long period; and (3) hydrocarbons are used and hangled on a
day-to-day basis at a number of sites,

MONITORING

It 15 recommended that a time series measurement of hydrocarhon cencentrations
in fish flesh (e.g., Arctic cisco, broad wnitefish, etc.) be initiated in
Tuktoyaktuk Harbour, An inexpensive method for measurement of hydrocarbons
should be used to minimize analytical costs and thereby allow analysis of an
adequate sample size,




It s also recommended that if (1} +time series measurements indicate
significant increases in hydrocarbon concentrations within fish flesh; or (2}
complaints of tainting occur, complementary programs should be considered to
react to either or both of the above ceoncerns, Thesée could consist of 2 taste
testing program and a study to identify the size of the area where tainting is
occurring, The latter could involve placement of caged fish in experimental
and control areas, Research would probably be necessary to establish the
actual source of hydrocarbons that was causing the tainting., A "flow" diagram
iltustrating the recommended approach to the testing of this hypothesis is
provided in Figure 13-2., As indicated in this diagram, monitoring/research
activities other than the routine measurement of hydrocarbons in fish flesh
would not commence unless: (1) increases in hydrocarbons were apparent in

fish flesh; or (2) complaints of tainting occurred.

HYPOTHESTS 13B HEAVY METALS

ELxtensive and varied research has been conducted during recent years in
relation to the health hazard associated with heavy metal contamination,
particularly in the case of mercury (Knauer and Martin 1972; Hardisty &t al.
1974a, b; Bohn 1975; Renfro et al. 1975; Stenner and Nickless 1975; Carr et
al. 1980; Liss et al. 1980; Neff 1982). It is generally believed that, with
the exception of mercury and cadmium, heavy metals are not passed through food
chains and, therefore, should not affect human health as indicated by the
Tinkages shown in Figure 13-1. On the other hand, it {is well known that
mercury bioaccumulates, is passed through food chains and is a hazard to human
health {National Research Council of Canada 1980},

f
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Figure 13-2 Suggested approach to monitoring for tainted fish in selected
areas in the Beaufort Sea.
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CONCLUSION

Although the hypothesis was considered valid for mercury, no special
monitoring programs were recommended. The workshop subgroup expected that the
quantities of heavy metals which would be necessary to represent an area of
environmental concern were unlikely +to be associated with hydrocarben
development in the Beaufort Sea.

RECOMMENDATIONS

[t was suggested that potential problems associated with heavy metal
contamination could be addressed through standardized compliance monitoring of
waste streams, as well as screening of materials for heavy metal content

before selection and use in the Beaufort Sea,
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 14

THE EFFECTS OF NEARSHORE STRUCTURES
ON BROAD WHITEFISH POPULATIONS
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Nearshore structures will disrupt the nearshore
band of warm brackish water and reduce the
broad whitefish population,

» BROAD WHITEF ISH s

@3 D
SURVIVAL GROWTH/REPRODUCTIVE
STATUS

UTILTZATION OF NEARSHORE
BRACKISH WATER BAND

DISRUPTION OF TEMPERATURE/SALINITY
IN MEARSHORE Z0ONE

NEARSHORE STRUCTURES

Figure 14-1  Potential effects of nearshore structures on the population of
broad whitefish,
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Linkages

1, Shoreline modifications will change temperature and salinity
characteristics of the brackish water band along the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula.

2 Disruption of the brackish water band will result in decreased utilization
of the nearshore zone by broad whitefish.

32, The reduced time spent in the nearshore brackish zone will cause an
increase in mortality of broad whitefish,

3p, Disruption of nearshore habitat will cause a decrease in feeding time and
consequently & reduction in growth and fecundity.

4a. Increase in mortality of broad whitefich would lead to a decrease in the
number of spawners, and subsequent reduction in the number of harvestable
fish,

4b. Reducticn in fecundity and reduced viability of eggs and young would

result in fewer fish available for the harvest.
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INTROBUCTION

The Mackenzie River populations of broad whitefish (Coregonus nasus) are an

important resource to Yocal residents, constituting a major component of the
domestic (subsistence) harvest at Tuktoyaktuk, Aklavik and Arctic Red River
(Sond 1982), Anticipated increases in the human population over the next two
decades are likely to result in increased harvest levels for this species (see
Hypothesis No. 13). As well, increased industrial activity in the nearshore
waters of the Deaufort Sea may disturb the life cycle of broad whitefish by

eliminating access to certain c¢ritical areas.

The lackenzie River stocks of broad whitefish have a rather linited
distributional range within the adjacent nearshore waters of the Beaufort
Sea, Although classified as anadromous, the species s believed to be
relatively sensitive to salinity and to prefer warm over cold water, Although
there are no available experimental data on the temperature/sajinity
preferences and tolerances of this species, the results of field studies
conducted in the Alaskan Beaufort have demonstrated significant positive
correlations between abundance (catches) and temperature, and inverse
relationships between abundance and salinity (e.g., Griffiths and Gallaway
1982; Critchlow 1983; Griffiths et al. 1983). Griffiths et al. (1983)
suggested that movements of Droad whitefish are in response to the intrusion

of a cold-marine water front into warm, brackish nearshore water off the
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Sagavanirktok River Delta in Alaska, and that temperature and salinity are
probably the major factors controliing the distribution and movements of this
species during their seasonal utilization of nearshore waters of the Beaufort
Sea.

Important habitats in the Mackenzie Delta region include (1) over-wintering

habitat in the main channels and nearshore areas immediately adjacent to the
delta per se, (2) rearing habitat which consists of lake-stream systems on

Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula and in the delta, and (3) migration and foraging habitat

within a narrow band along the coast. Based on information from Bond {1982)
and Bond and Erikson (1982) and W. Bond (pers. comm.), the expected seasonal
use of these habitats is described below.

By October or November, broad whitefish have returned to their overwintering
areas, either in lakes on the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula or in and adjacent to the
Mackenzie Delta, After freeze-.up and throughout the winter, the fresh water
flowing out of the Mackenzie River forms a wedge that moves to the ecast along
the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula., Available data suggest that broad whitefish move
out of the Mackenzie Delta, possibly with the advancing freshwater wedge, 50
that by early spring (May-Jupe), individuals are present at the mouths of the
freshwater stream-lake systems on the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula. These fish move
up the rivers shortly after ice disappearance; the most intense period of
migration usually occurs between 20 and 27 June. There is also a downstream
movement of broad whitefish starting around 1 July. The fish moving
downstream tend to be larger ({many of 450 mm in length) than those moving
upstream, and at least some are mature spawners, As the open-waler seascn
progresses, the freshwater wedge along the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula is less well
defined as surface mixing processes cause cooler marine waters to be c¢lose to
shore, The broad whitefish that have remained in coastal waters and those
that have entered these waters from the peninsula lakes Tikely move back inte
the Mackenzie Delta by September. Some small immature individuals appear to
remain in the peninsula lakes from 1 to 4 years before returning to coastal
waters,
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Although knowledge is still incomplete and much of the above is speculation,
available information suggests that an interruption or deflecticn of the
nearshore movement of broad whitefish that prevents individuals from entering
the freshwater Jake system on the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula could have population-
wide effects (e.g., decreases in the number of broad whitefish). This could
then be wmanifested in a reduction in the number of fish available to the
subsistence fishery or to any commercial fisheries that may develop in future

years,

Development activities in the nearshore zone of the Alaskan Beaufort have
involved the construction of solid-fill causeways extending seaward and
perpendicular to the «c¢oastline for several kilometres. As a direct
consequence, longshore flow and temperature and salinity patterns in nearshore
habitats have been changed (Chin et al. 19795 Woodward-Clyde Consultants,
1982), There s some concern that simitar shoreline alterations in the
southern Beaufort Sea might disrupt movement and migration patterns of broad
whitefish, resultting in decreased utitization of dmportant habitats and a
resultant decrease in the well-being of the population. Since few broad
whitefish appear to use nearshore marine waters west of the Mackenzie Delta,
workshop discussicons focused on areas to the east and on the Delta jtself.

LINKAGES

Link 1: Shoreline modifications will change temperature and salinity charact-
eristics of the brackish water band along the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula,

Winter-Spring Oceanographic Conditions

A review of the limited available data shows that by late spring (April-May),
a freshwater band extends to approximately the offshore Timit of the landfast

.

ice, which is approximately 30 km wide (Figure 14-2). The growth of the
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freshwater plume along the peninsula throughout the winter is Tikely governed
by Coriolis and inertial forces. The plume maintains its integrity because of
the very low kinetic enerqy available beneath the ice. However, it should be
emphasized that only one set of direct current measurements obtained under the
landfast fce is available for the region. Qceanographic Services Inc. (1970)
provided one set of current measurements din April 1970 for a site
approximately 15 km north of the entrance to Kugmallit Bay, where the maximum
daily currents ranged from 5 to 18 c¢w/s. The under-ice currents are expected
to be low for several reasons. The effects of wind mixing are eliminated by
ice-cover and tidal mixing is very weak, typically limited to currents of 3 to
5 cm/s or less (Muggett et al. 1975; Henry and Foreman 1977). Due to the
relatively Jow Mackenzie River outflow at this time, residual currents are
also expected to be Tow., Assuming that the maximum pre-freshet river
discharge rate of 5000 m3/5 is completely confined to a cross-sectional area
which is 5 m deep and 30 km wide, the surface layer flow would amount o onty
3 cm/s.

To interfere with the piume spreading along the peninsula, nearshore
structures would have to be on the order of the same width (1i,e.,
approximately 30 km) as the presently observed plume which extends to the
transition zone in April-May. It was considered unlikely that a structure
shorter than this could impede the spreading of the plume along the
Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula because the plume is driven primarily by its own
inertial spreading. Given the low current velocities of the surface ltayer,
changes in salinity resulting from flow separation or enhanced mixing [as
discussed below] in the vicinity of the offshore end of the structure were
also expected to be minimal.

On the basis of the above data, 7t was concluded that piers, causeways, or
other structures along the shoreline of the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula have very
Tittle or no Tlikelihood of altering winter or spring dispersal patterns of
broad whitefish, since any structure envisaged would not affect salinity
patterns during that time of year.




Yoo APRIL - MAY

|

SURFACE SALINITY

LEGEND
4 75-0000 APR.26-MAY 10
¥ 75-0025 MAY 5-17

¢ 75-0012 MAY 59
@ BO—-0016 APR.3-MAY 3

v T4-0021 APR. 110
= 81-C00! MAR. 26-31
O CROASDALE {970}

14-2 A compilation of all known surface zalinity data avaj1ab1e for |
months of March, April and May. Data set identification numbers anc
further detail on times and locations of measurements are provided
in Cornford et al. (1982).

Figure

w




198

Summer Oceanographic Conditions

Shoreline modifications ({primarily causeways} can be expected to disrupt
temperature/salinity characteristics 1in the nearshore zone during the
open-water period due to the existence of a wind-driven current pattern,
parallel to the coastline (c¢oastal current) 1in the nearshore zone. This
coastal current, in combination with the following oceanographic features, has
the potential to disrupt T/S patterns:

1} a flow convergence producing stronger currents exists in the vicinity of

the offshore end of the causeway;

2) a flow separation at the outer edge of the causeway producing a backwater
zone between the causeway and the inshore edge of the strong flow on the
downstream side of the causeway, This area would be expected to have
Tength scales of the zame order to an order of magnitude greater than the

causeway; and

3} backwater areas created on the leeside of the causeway have a Tifetime
corresponding to the duration of the wind events (2 to 10 days).

Available data for examination of the existence of a wind-driven ceastal
current is limited to one site off the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula (Fissel and
Birch, 1984}, These data findicate the presence of wind-driven currents
parallel to the coastline having speeds of 2 to 3 percent of the wind, up to
maximum speeds of 56 cm/s.  Similar paraliel coastal currents have been
observed in the vicinity of the Prudhoe Bay causeway ({(Chin et al., 1979;
Woodward-Clyde Consultants 1982).

Evidence in support of conditions 1 to 3 has been provided by studies
conducted in the vicinity of the Prudhoe Bay causeway 1in Alaska, These
studies have shown that causeways can cause Tlocal perturbations in the
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nearshore hydrography (Grider et al. 1978), which in turn may have an effect
on fish migrations (Griffiths and Gallaway 1982; Critchlow 1983). A brief
review of the physical system in the vicinity of the Prudhoe Bay causeway 7s
provided below as background for evaluation of the potential for similar
oceanographic mechanisms 1in proposed hydrocarbon development areas of the
southern Beaufort Sea.

Figures 14-3a and 14.3b illustrate the general physical oceanographic
conditions around the Prudhoe Bay causeway. Due to the shallow nature of this
system, currents are primarily wind-driven, Fasterly winds, which are
slightly more common than west winds, cause westerly setting currents, whereas
the stronger west winds drive easterly setting currents, Most current
velocities are less than 50 c¢cm/s in the Yagoons, but may be stronger (less
than cm/s} near promontories such as the Prudhoe Bay causeway.

The proximity of ‘ltocal rivers to the causeway strongly influences
stratification, During easterly wind events, the plume from the Sagavanirktok
(5ag) River is deflected to the west, ¢reating a brackish surface layer (20 to
27 ppt) that 1is approximately 2 m deep. During westerly wind conditions, the
"Sag" plume is absent in the causaway area (flow from the Kuparuk River is not
large enough to create a distinct plume) and conditions at the causeway are
typically well-mixed and marine (30 to 32 ppt salinity).

The c¢irculation near the causeway under easterly winds is illustrated in
Figure 14-3b., An anomalous "marine" water zone {salinity 30 to 32 ppt)
typically occurs on the lee side of the causeway during these conditions {Chin
et al, 1979}, This "marine" water appears to be either {a) marine water
trapped in the lee of the causeway from previous conditions or {b) marine
water upwelled as a vresult of boundary Jlayer separation and lateral
entrainment of the marine water. As explained 1in more detail later, the
presence of this "marine" water zone during easterly winds s less desirable
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in terms of fish pr@ferenées, and may ¢ause a delay in fish migration. Under
westerly wind conditions, the water column is mixed to the bottom and
marine-like in all areas around the causeway (Chin et al. 1979 Woodward-Clyde
Consuitants 1982).

Numerical oceancgraphic modelling studies completed for the Sagavanirktok
River delta (Downing et al. 1983) also suggest that shore-connected causeways
can cause discontinuities in coastal temperature and salinity distributions,
and that these distributions do affect fish migration patterns, The model was
developed to test specific causeway configurations at a single location near
the Sagavanirktok River mouth (Figure 14a), immediately east of Prudhoe Bay.
The nearshore waters typically show strong vertical and horizontal gradients
in temperature and salinity, although the two-dimensional model nreglects the
vertical density gradients for the sake of simplicity. The specific causeway
Tocation tested has distributory channels located within 1 km of the base, and
this results in temperature/salinity patterns which are locally complex, The
model was run for both easterly and westerly wind conditions. The results of
this analysis indicated that salinity and temperature differences pccurring
across the causeway were typically in the range of 3 to 4 ppt and qu, wWith
maximum across-causeway differences of up to 10 ppt {4 to 14 ppt) and 3C°
(4.5 to 7.5C") for a T-shaped causeway,

Possible Alterations to Temperature/Salinity Characteristics due to a Causeway

off the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula

The occurrence of three specific physical conditions, separately or in
combinations, are required in the presence of a causeway for it to cause
significant temperature/salinity perturbations: (1) vertical stratification;
{2) lateral gradients in temperature/salinity properties extending from the
coast seaward to the end of the causeway; and (3) wind reversals. In the case
of vertical stratification, the stronger currents at the end of the causeway
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cou1d induce vertical mixing, which would then resutt in modification of
temperature/salinity properties in the area downstream of the Caluseway, There
is no evidence to support or refute possible vertical stratification in the
nearshore zone along the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula,

If Tateral gradients in temperature/salinity extend from the coast seaward,
lateral mixing would occur due to flow convergence around the end of the
causeway, and this would result 1in downstream modification of temperature/
salinity properties. \Under westerly winds, a pronounced lateral gradient has
been observed at depths of 5 to 10 m or greater along the Tuktoyaktuk
Peninsula (Cameron 19535 Herlinveaux and de bLange Boom 1975), Given the
expected predominance of river water (i.e., warmer and less saline water than
offshore) along the coastline, a Yateral gradient should extend between the
sites of the available observations offshore and the coastline. Under
easterly wind conditions, measurements of lateral gradients are very 1imited,
During fisheries studies conducted near Tuft Point in Tate August 1977, Jones
and Den Beste (1977) measured salinities of 15 to 17 ppt a few hundred metres
off the coast, compared to 20 to 21 ppt at locations 2 to 3 km from the
ceast. The existence of horizontal gradients under easteriy winds 1s alsa
suggested in a 1imited sample of enhanced satellite imagery (Harper and
Penland, 1982; Marko and Oberski, 1982).

Upen reversal of wind patterns, one assumption is that the initially occurring
temperature characteristics would be preserved 1in  the backwater zone
downstream of the causeway. There 15 no direct evidence that this would occur
(requires the presence of a causeway) and the question might best be addressed
by means of modelling (Research) as has been done in the case of the Alaskan

causeway effects projections,
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Special Case Consideration of a Mackenzie Delta Causeway

An additional special case that might alter broad whitefish movements is a
causeway off the Mackenzie Delta, Such a causeway may be constructed 1in
support of a nearshore production field to provide all-weather access, since
structures of this type are presently proposed for nearshore fields along the
Alaskan Beaufort Sea coast,

The general conditions resulting 1in oceanographic &lterations that were
described previously would also apply to the Mackenzie Delta system (i.e.,
coastal currents exist, flow c¢onvergence and acceleration occurs near the
offshore end of the causeway, and a horizontal temperature and salinity
gradient s developed), Oceanographic conditions in the delta would be a
similar case of the lateral gradient case des¢ribed earlier due to the shailow
water depths and lack of vertical stratification,

LANDSAT imagery {Harper and Penland, 1982) and isolated field measurements
{(McDonald and Hartin 1976} suggest that horizontal temperature and salinity
gradients are well-defined in the nearshore waters adjacent to the deita.
Modelling studies conducted for a similar type deita-front in Alaska (Downing
et al, 1983) show that causeway presence can cause marked across-causeway
gradients in beth temperature and salinity.

Although remote sensing and field measurements have documented the existence
of well-defined horizontal gradients in the Mackenzie Delta area, no
systematic study of the magnitude of currents, temperature/salinity
distributions or driving forces (wind, density) has been completed to date.
In addition, there is no avajltable dinformation on temporal variability in
these processes.
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Summary

Studies in the Alaskan Beaufort Sea have shown that natural temperature/
salinity regimes can be disrupted by man-made structures in nearshore waters.
At the present time, there are insufficient data on natural conditions in
waters off the Mackenzie Delta and to the east to accurately predict possible
changes in the Canadian Beaufort due to causeways. However, the potential for

change appears to be restricted to the open-water period.

Link 2: Disruption of the brackish water band will result in decreased
utilization of the nearshore zone by broad whitefish,

Link Ja: The reduced time spent in the nearshore brackish zone will cause an
increase in mortality of broad whitefish,

Link 3b, Disruption of nearshore habitat will cause a decrease in feeding time
and consequently a reduction in growth and fecundity.

Link 4a. Increase in mortality of broad whitefish would lead to a decrease in
the number of spawners, and subsequent reduction in the number of
harvestable fish,

Link 4b, Reduction in fecundity and reduced viability of eggs and young wouild
result in fewer fish available for the harvest,

Bond (1982) found that broad whitefish tend to remain dinshore during the
open-water season, For example, broad whitefish were never taken offshore in
Kugmallit Bay and appeared to avoid even the deep waters within Tuktoyaktuk
Harbour, Galbraith and Hunter (1975) reported the presence of broad whitefish
in nearshore waters along the coast of the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula, but did not
capture any individuals in the deeper offshore waters. Broad whitefish appear
to have a limited distribution din the nearshore waters adjacent to the
Mackenzie Delta. A similar distribution pattern for this species has been

o




found in the Sagavanirktok Delta area of the Alaskan Beaufort Sea (Griffiths
et al. 1983). These authors found that the abundance of broad whitefish was
significantly and positively correlated with temperature, and in 9 of 16
cases, was alse significantly and dinversely correlated with salinity.
Griffiths et al. (1983) suggest that broad whitefish prefer habitats with warm
brackish waters, all opther facters being equal, At this time, it is not
actually known if the observed and suspected cdistributiomal patterns of broad
whitefish are indeed related to temperature and salinity. To date, the only
pertinent study of a fish species found in the southern Beaufort Sea has been
conducted with Arctic cisco (Fechhelm et al, 1983). The resutts of this
modelling study indicated that Arctic cisco prefer warm brackish water over
cold salime water, and the model outputs were used to mimic movement and
habitat utilization patterns observed in concurrent field studies ({Heiil et
al. 1983; Fechhelm and Gallaway 1983). Consequently, there is a possibility
that the distribution patterns of breoad whitefish could be altered in & manner
that results in a loss of feeding time (Lirk 3b) during the brief open-water
period, or increased mortality (Lirk 3a) due to salinity-induced stress, If
either of these effects ogcurred, a reduction in the population of broad

whitefish could resutt.

Although there is a potential that shorebased developments may affect the
distribution patterns of broad whitefish, these structures may not, in fact,
be barriers to fish. Craig and Griffiths (1981) and Griffiths and Gallaway
(1982) showed that the ARCO causeway in Prudhoe Bay was not a barrier to
migration of large (250 wmm) anadromous fishes, although the evidence
regarding small (<250 mm) anadromous fishes was not conclusive,
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CONCLUSIONS

[t was concluded that there are insufficient data to reject or accept the
hypothesis that nearshore structures will disrupt the nearshore band of warm
brackish water and reduce the broad whitefish population. However, at the
present time, the development scenario for the region does not include
structures that appear to have a reascnable potential to alter nearshore
oceanographic conditions and, in  turn, alter broad whitefish movements,
Consequently, monitoring or research pregrams are not recommended at the
present time, However, if future development plans change and include major
structures connected to the shore, this area of potential concern and the need

for research and monitoring should he re-examined,

RECOMMENDED RESEARCH AND MONITORING PRIORITIES

No further research or monitoring is recommended at the present time, but if
development plans change and the potential for interference with fish
movements is increased, the feollowing research and monitoring programs should
be given future consideration.

Research

1. Studies of winds oceanographic conditions, T/S profiles, current meter
measurements along with concurrent wind data in nearshore waters within
the general areas where structures may be buitt, or more site- specific
observations if detailed project plans are available.

2. Studies on the population dynamics of breoad whitefish to determine the
potential populatign-wide significance of finterference with their normal

movement patterns,
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3. Oceanographic research on the actual formation of a warm brackish water
band adjacent to the coastline.

4. The preferential use of this habitat (if it exists) by broad whitefish.

Monitoring

1f further research indicates that (1) there is a potential for disruption of
broad whitefish movements, and (2) this disruption could vreduce fish
populations, a monitoring program including the following components should be
initiated.

1. Detailed documentation of winds, currents, temperature, salinity, and
other pertinent oceanographic conditions at the site of the proposed
structure before and after construction,

)
.

Detaijed stucies on use of the nearshore waters by broad whitefish,

3. Llaboratory studies of the growth and temperature/salinity preferences of
broad whitefish to allow predictions concerning the direction and velocity
of movements over small spatial/temporal scales.

4. Modelling to allow verification that the post-causeway fish distributions
may or may not be solely explained by temperature/salinity conditions

atone,
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HYPOTHESIS KO, 15

THE EFFECTS OF NEARSHGRE STRUCTURES OM THE
ALASKAN POPULATION OF ARCTIC CISCO
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Nearshore structures will disrupt the nearshore
band of warmer brackish water and will reduce
the Alaskan population of Arctic cisco.

ALASKAN POPULATION OF
ARCTIC CISCO

YOUNG FISH (70-100mm)
PREVENTED FROM MOVING
ALCNG THE YUKON COAST

DISRUPTION OF TEMPERATURE
AND SALINITY IN NEARSHQORE
Z0ONE

NEARSHORE STRUCTURES

Figure 15-1 Potential effects of nearshore structures on the Alaskan
pepulation of Arctic cisco.

Linkages

1, Shoreline modification will change temperature and salinity patterns of
the brackish water band along the Yukon Coast during summer.

2. Disruption of the brackish water band will result in decreased movement of
young Arctic cisco from the Mackenzie Delta to the Alaskan Beaufort Sea
coast.

3. Decreased movement of Arctic cisco will cause directly proportional
decreases in the Alaskan population of Arctic cisco.
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INTRODUCT 10N

The Arctic cisco (Coregonus autumnalis) is one of the most abundant and valued

of the anadromous fishes occurring along both the Alaskan and Canadian arctic
coastlines. In Alaska, Arctic c¢isco are presentiy harvested in seasonal
cubsistence fisheries at the villages of Nuigsut (Colville Delta) and Kaktovik
{Rarter 1sland), as well as in a commercial fishery in the Colville Delta.
The latter has been in continucus operation since 1967, and has involved a
harvest of wp to 71,000 Arctic ¢isco annually. In Canada, Arctic cisco alse
represent an important component of the subsistence fishery in the Mackenzie
niver and Delta regions (Hatfield et al. 1972), although there is presently no

commercial fishery for Arctic ¢isco in this area.

The recruitment of the Arcitic cisco in Alaska could be affected by nearshore
developments that cause a disruption in the distribution of juvenile fish
between the Mackenzie Delta and the Alaskan Beaufort 3Sea coast, since the
Mackenzie River stock may be the source of the Alaskan population.

BACKGROUND

This section briefly describes the general distribution and 1ife history
of Arctic cisco in the Beaufort region. This information is necessary to
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provide the background for discussion of the potential effects of the presence
of a nearshore structure (particularly on the Yukon Coast) on the distribution
and abundance of this species, and is largely taken from Gallaway et al. {1983)
and Craig and Griffiths (1981).

Arctic cisco range from Point Barrow, Alaska, to Bathurst Inlet, Northwest
Territories. Their distribution is apparently centred in the brackish waters
around the Mackenzie (Canada) and Colville ({Alaska) river deltas, which are
habitats used for overwintering following summer feeding dispersals into the
nearshore areas of the Beaufort Sea. Gallaway et al., (1983) suggest that the
Mackenzie system may support the oniy spawning stock of Arctic cisco in the
region, rather than there being two stocks - one associated with the Mackenzie
River and the other with the Colville River (Figure 15-2). These authors
postulate that spawning occurs in the Mackenzie River system in fall;
young-of-the-year use the delta as nursery arounds during their first summer,
and overwinter in this area. Some young-of-the-year may alsc be transported
into the nearshore region during the spring freshet. At age 1, the small fish
cove into the nearshore environment during the summer to disperse and feed
along the coast. Some unknown proportion of the population disperses to the
west, and at some point are entrained by the net westward-flowing nearshore
currents off the Alaskan North Slope coast. Near the approach of fregze-up,
the Colville River and other rivers (e.g., Sagavanirktok River) provide
brackish overwintering habitat in their Tlower delta areas adjacent to the
sea. Arctic cisco that have been transported into Alaska use the Colville and
other suitable river delta habitats on the Alaska North Slope until they
attain sexual maturity and a size which enables individuals to contend with
the longshore currents. At this time, Arctic cisco are expoacted to seek their
natal stream in the Mackenzie River system to spawn. This postulated 1ife
history is generally consistent with the observed patterns of seasonal
abundance and distribution of Arctic c¢isco found throughout the nearshore
waters of the Beaufort Sea.



The hypothesis considered during the workshop centered around the construction
of a solid-fill causeway or docking facility at some locaticn atong the Yukon
Coast between the Mackenzie Delta and Herschel Island, and the possible
effects of this type of development on the Alaskan stock of Arctic cisco. A
flow chart showing the linkages for this hypothesis is presented in Figure
1541,

LINKAGES

Link 1: S$horeline modification will change temperature and salinity of the
brackish water band along the Yukon Coast during summer,

As indicated earlier in discussions of broad whitefish along the Tuktoyaktuk
Peninsula {iypothesis No. 14), a nearshore structure could cause a disruption
in the primarily wind-driven coastal currents. However, there is considerably
more uncertainty regarding the nature of the nearshore currentis of f the Yukon
coastline than along the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula. This is the resutt of:

1) the lack of any direct current measurements; and

2} the possibility that the current patterns in this area may be more
complex due to a combination of: {a) the proximity of the
constricted passage between the coastline and Herschel Island; (b)
the variable proximity of the Mackenzie River plume; and (¢) the
steep bathymetric gradients which exist to within 1 - 2 km of the

coastline,

These influences could result in variations in the ccastal currenis which are
not simply related to the local wind patterns,

o
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As indicated earlier (Hypothesis No. 14), the occurrence of three specific
physical conditions (separately or in combination) are required before there
is any temperature/salinity modification duie to a nearshore structure, In the
first case, vertical stratification is required to enable vertical mixing
effect in the lee of the structure. Scattered sets of physical oceanographic
data collected in the summers of 1960 (Grainger and Lovrity 1975) and 1975
{Kendel et al. 19755 Griffiths et al. 1977) indicate that vertical
stratification is possible along the Yukon coastline, with warmer, less saltine
water overlaying a colder, more saline Arctic Ocean water to depths of 3 to 5
m. However, the existing summer T/S data are very limited {approximately ten
sets of vertical profiles), and additional time series measurements are
required to describe fully the temporal and spatial variations of vertical
structuring in nearshore areas along the Yukon coastline,

In the second case, temperature and salinity properties of the water column
can also be modified through mixing of lateral gradients near the end of the
structure, However, there is virtuaily no direct information on the existence
or amplitude of lateral gradients in T/S within the nearshore zone of the
yukon ccastline, Dased on satellite imagery (Marper and Penland 1982, Marko
and Oberski 19823}, and limited oceanographic data collected atong the eastern
end of the Yukon coastline (Fraker et al. 1979), Tlarge spatial gradients in
temperature and salinity are known to occur at distances of a few kilometres
to up to tens of kilometres along the coastline. The satellite imagery study
of Marko and Oberski (1982) indicated that strong prolonged easterly winds
deflect the Mackenzie River plume along the Yukon coastline, occasionally as
far west as Kay Point. These authors observed thermal gradients over
horizaontal scales ranging from less than § km to approximately 10 - 15 km.
During another period when the prevailing winds were easterly, enhanced

Landsat imagery suggested that coastal upwelling resulted in a narrow band of
cold saline water {Harper and Penland 1982}. In this situation with easterly
winds, upwelling was presumably evident hecause the Mackenzie plume had not
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yet reached the Yukon coastline. Thus, it appears that easteriy winds during
the summer can result in highly variable conditions off the Yukon coast.
Under the influence of westerly winds, cooler more saline waters occur off the
yukon coast. This is in contrast to the situation off the Tuktoyaktuk
Pepinsula where the greater influence of the Mackenzie River plume results in
warmer, more brackish characteristics. In addition, peak discharge from local
vyukon rivers, may also result in lateral T/$ gradients within the nearshore

ZONE.

In the third case, T/5 modification can also occur when wind patterns reverse,
resulting in the maintenance of previous T/S properties in the hackwater
sone. As indicated in discussion of Wypothesis No. 14, questions related to
modification of T/S properties in a backwater zone can only be addressed

through modelling studies or after actual causeway construction.

Link 2: Disruption of the brackish water band will result in decreased
movement of young Arctic cisco from the Mackenzie Delta to the Alaskan
Beaufort Sea coast.

The hypothesis that disruption of the temperature and salinity patterns of the
nearshore brackish band could affect Arctic cisco distribution, and
subsequently Arctic cisco harvest, is predicated on the assumption that this
species utilizes and 1s typically found in a nearshore band of brackish
water. Evidence for this assumption has been steadily increasing over the
Tast few years. Numerous gillnet ctudies {(this sampling wmethod 1is biased
towards the capture of large individuals) conducted from Point Barrow, Alaska
to the Mackenzie Delta have shown that large Arctic cisco are typicaliy most
abundant within 1 km of the mainltand shoreline. Studies conducted with fyke
nets (which capture all sizes of £ish) from the Prudhoe Bay region to near
Demarcation Bay (Alaska - Yukon border) have demonstrated that all size groups
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of Arctic cisco tend to be most abundant adjacent to shore, In addition,
laboratory studies have shown that small Arctic cisco have a temperature
preference in the range from 10 to 15°C (Fechhelm et al, 1983), suggesting
that they are most 1ikely to be found in the warmest water available,
Computer models using temperature, salinity and currents as the driving forges
have generated catch-per-unit-efforts (CPUE) that are generally consistent
with actual CPUE data from field studies (Fechhelm and Gallaway 1983). In
view of all this evidence, it appears likely that Arctic cisco do utilize a
nearshore band of warmer brackish water and, as a result, disruptions to this
band could cause alterations in the local distribution of this species.
However, it must also be emphasized that Arctic cisco can and do tolerate wide
ranges in both temperature and salinity, and that under certain wind/current
conditions the nearshore band of brackish water breaks down naturally.
Causeway development along the Yukon coast may therefore alter the physical
environment in a wmanner that occurs naturally at the present time. The
pertinent question 1is whether the "population" would have the ability to
continue normal dispersal patterns in the presence of such alterations, or if
the changes would result in disruption of longshore fish movement.

Link 3: Decreased movement of Arctic cisco will cause directly proportional
decreases in the Alaskan population of Arctic ¢isco.

Ltink 3 {s based on an assumption that the Alaskan harvest of Arctic c¢isce is
directly dependent on the number of small (age 1 and 2} Arctic cisco which
migrate into Alaska from the Canadian Beaufort, The evidence in support of
this hypothesis is described by Gallaway et al, (1983}, From 1967 to 1981,
the annual harvest of Arctic c¢isco by the Alaskan commercial fishery in the
Colville River ranged from 9268 to 71,575, The fish taken ranged from 240 to
380 mm fork length and, although the harvest is conducted during and after the
spawning season, few spawners or sexually mature fish are captured. Using the
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population dynamics model of Deriso (1980}, Gallaway et al. (1983) were abdle
to mimi¢ the catch/effort trends of the fishery over the period of record.
When simulating numbers of catchable-sized fish, the model was responsive to
the actual trend if (1} a S-year lag between appearance of small fish and
their entry into the fishery was employed in the model; and (2) it was assumed
that very few spawners were taken by the fishery, However, the major
parameter contributing to the good correlation between simulated and actual
harvests was a stock-recruitment relationship indicating a strong density
dependence, It should be noted that the density dependence was unusually
strong, and from a temporal standpoint, perjods of low recruitment
corresponded to "bad" ice years. It is therefore possible that the dynamics
of the fishery correspond to irregular environmental events which either
enhance ¢r vreduce the extent of movement of small Arctic c¢iscoe from the

Canadian Beaufort into Alaskan waters,

The werkshop subgroup considered any direct evidence that causeways would
interrupt this dispersal process, and concluded that although delays may be
possible, the question of completely interrupied movement of Arctic ¢isco
could not be satisfactorily addressed on the basis of existing information,
For example, a major recruitment of young Arcti¢ cisco was observed in the
area east of the Prudhoe Bay and the Prudhoe Bay causeway during 1981, A
large proportion of these fish are known to have remained east of the causeway
for a 3-year period, and to have used the Sagavanirktok River Delta region as
both summer feeding and overwintering habitat. It is possible that these
individuals were prevented from travelling westward inte the region of the
Colville River Delta by the causeway, although it is equally feasible that a
certain portion of the Arctic cisco vopulation always use the Sag Delta area,
There are insufficient preconstruction data to test reliably either hypothests,
although trends in the Colvilie River commercial fishery over the next Z to 3
years should aliow evaluatien of whether or not the Prudhoe Bay causeway has
affected the distribution of Arctic ¢isco in Alaska.




CONCLUSION

The group cencluded that links 1in the hypothesis could net be proved or
disproved on the basis of existing information, and that there was no strong
evidence for rejection of the overall hypothesis. The rationale for these
conclusions is summarized as follows.

Link 1: Although some aspects of the physical oceancgraphic regime are quite
uncertain {e,g., currents), the group concluded that the potential
for disruption of the nearshore temperature/salinity regime was
probably greater along the Yukon Coast than along the Tuktoyaktuk
peninsuta.

Link 2: While Arctic cisco are known to be less sensitive to high salinities
than broad whitefish, previous Tlaboratery, field and modelling
studies in Alaska have shown that causeways can significantly affect
Arctic cisco distribution,

Link 3: Although it has not been cond1ugive1y demonstrated that Alaskan
stocks of Arctic cisco originate from the Mackenzie Delta, existing
evidence is consistent with this hypothesis, Therefore, if T1inks 1
and 2 are valid, the Alaskan Arctic cisco populations could show
significant declines as a result of nearshore T/S5 alterations.

RESEARCH

The workshop group recommended that research should be conducted in view of
the possibility that some form of shoreline alteration may be associated with
the construction of a shorebase on the Yukon coast {(e.g., current Stokes Point
or King Point development scenarics; Dome Petreleum et al. 1582).
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research would be required 1o address several of the above uncertainties.
gceancgraphic rasearch should include direct wind and current measurements in
the nearshore zone along the Yukon coast over an extended period of time,
beginning as early in the gpen-water Sgason as possibie. At two or three
Tocations, current, temperature and salinity data should be obtained, At each
location, current neters should be deployed in both the surface jayer and mear
the bottom, anticipating a deeper arctic water subsurface layer, pesearch 15
also required to determine the spatial variability in temperature and salinity
within the surface Tayer of the nearshore zone along the Yuken coast, This
should consist of & <mall scale CTD survey under varying wind conditions in
the vicinity of a proposed causeway <ite, Landsat tmagery of the therma} band
and data on the volumes of local river discharges should be collected

simultaneously with the CTD surveys.

Biological research should be conducted simultaneously with the oceanographic
investigations, Aretic cisco movements along the coast should be examined in
relation to time, lgcation, and the stage of development (&.g.. 39¢, maturiiy)
of migranis, 45 well as possible cantrolling environmental stimuli (1.e.,
concurrent oceanographic program). In addition, the "nopulation” or number of
migrants chould be estimated To allow evaluation of ithe overall significance

of the movements.

MONITORING

[¢ the above research indicates a potential for disruption of movements Of
Arctic cisco and a causeway is gventuatly proposed, & monitoring program may
+then be necessary. The program would likely have 1o include the following
components:
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1) Detailed oceanographic measurements in the area before and after
construction. This Tatter program should include daily measurements
at various sites in the vicinity of the causeway. It would also be
necessary to undertake synoptic measurements of daily river discharge
during both the pre- and post- development monitoring programs due to
the contribution of warm, fresh water from local rivers (e.g.,
Babbage River) to the Yukon coastal zone,

2) Detailed examinations of Arctic cisco wmovement {including tagging
studies) in the area before and after construction.

3)  Complementary modelling studies {e.g., Neill et al. 1983, Fechhelm
and Gallaway 1983} to provide quantitative estimates of the effects
of the causeway on movement and distributional patiterns of Arctic
cisco,

LITERATURE CITED

Craig, P.C., and W.B. Griffiths, 1981, Passage of large fish around a
causeway in Prudhee Bay, Alaska, Arctic 34: 314-317,

Deriso, R.B. 1980. Harvesting strategies and parameter estimation for an age-
structure model. Can. J. Fish. Aquat. $ci. 37: 268-282,

Dome Petroleum Limited, E£sso Resources Canada Limited and Gulf Canada Resources
Inc. 1982. Environmental impact statement for hydrocarbon development in
the Beaufort Sea - Mackenzie Delta region, Vol. 6 Accidental 5pilis,
GCalgary, Alta, 158 p.

Fechhelm, R.G, and B.J, Gallaway, 1983. A conceptual model: the mevement of
juvenite Arctic cisco, Vol. VI. In: B.,J. Gallaway and R.P, Britch
(eds.), Environmental Summer Studies (1982} for the Endicott Development.
Unpubl. Rep. by LGL Inc. for SOHIO Alaska Petroleum Co., Anchorage,
Alaska. 39 p.




223

Fechhelm, R.G., W.H, Neill and B.J. Gallaway. 1983, Temperature preference
of juvenile Arctic cisco (Coregonus autumnalis) from the Alaskan Beaufort
Sea, in relation to salinity and iémperature acclimation. Univ, Alaska
Biol. Pap. HMNo. 21.

Fraker, M.A., C.D, Gordon, J.W. McDonald, J.K.B. Ford and G. Chambers. 1979.
White whale (Delphinapterus leucas) distribution and abundance and the
relationship fo physical and chemical characteristics of the Mackenzie
ectuary. Fish, Mar, Serv. Tech. Rep. 863. 56 p.

Gallaway, B.J., W.B, Griffiths, P.C, Craig, W.J. Gazey and J. W, Helmericks.
1983, An assessment of the Colville River delta stock of Arctic cisco -
migrants from Canada Univ. Alaska. Biol. Pap. No, 2L,

Grainger, E.H, and J.E. Lovrity. 1975, Physical and chemical cceanographic
data from the Beaufort Sea, 1960 to 1975. Fish, Mar. Serv. Tech. Rep. 590,

Griffiths, W.B, 198l. Characteristics of bowhead feeding areas. Pages 197-
264, In: W.,J. Richardson (ed.), Behaviour, Disturbance Responses and
Feeding of Bowhead Whales in the Beaufort Sea, 1980, Unplubl, Rep. by LGL
Ecological Research Associates, Inc., Bryan, TX, for U,$. Bureau of Land
Management, Washington. 273 p,

Harper, J.R, and S. Penland, 1932. Beaufort Sea sediment dynamics, Unpubi.
Rep. by Woodward-Clyde Consultants, Vigtoria, B8.0C. for Geological Survey
of Canada, Atlantic Geoscience Centre, Dartmouth, N.5.

Hatfield C.J., J.N, Stern, M.R, Falls and C.5. Jessop. 1972. Fish resources
of the HMackenzie River Valley. Interim Rep. 1, Vol. 1. Environrment
Canada, Fisheries Service, Winnipeg. 247 pp,

Kendel, R.E,, R.A.C. Johnston, U. Lobgiger and M.D. Kozak, 1975, Fishes of
the Yukon Coast. Beaufort Sea Project Tech. Rep. No. 6. Dept. of
Environment, Victoria, B.C. 114 p.

Marko, J.R. and §. Oberski., 1982, An examination of the utility of
digitally-enhanced NOAA and TIROS satellite imagery in the southeastern
Beaufort Sea. Unpubl, Rep. by Arctic Sciences Ltd., Sidney, B.C, for the
Institute of Ocean Sciences, Sidney, B.C.

Neill, W.H., R.G Fechhelm, B.J, Gallaway, J.D. Bryan and S.W. Anderson, 1983,
Model1ling movements and distribution of Arctic cisco (Coregonus autumnalis)
relative to temperature/salinity regimes of the Beaufort Sea near the
Waterflood causeway, Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, Univ, Alaska Biol. Pap. Mo. 2L.




HYPOTHESIS NO, 16

EFFECTS OF PRODUCTION FIELDS AND DISCHARGE
OF POLLUTANTS ON ARCTIC CISCQ AND
BROAD WHITEFISH POPULATIONS
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The construction of shorebases and shallow production fields
will result in a decrease in the populations
of Arctic cisc¢o and broad whitefish,

~ ARCTIC CISCO POPULATION
"~ BROAD WHITEFISH POPULATION ~

GROWTH HORTAL ITY
METABDL&C FOOD AVAILABILITY
STRESS
¢
€ AGGREGATION OF FISH 3

DISCHARGE OF JARM WATER
AND POLLUTANTS

SHOREBASES, SHALLOW WATER
PRODUCTTON FIELDS, COASTAL
BORROW SITES

Figure 16-1, Potential effects of discharges from production fields and other
facilities on Arctic cisco and broad whitefish populations.




Linkages

1. Warm water effluents and produced water will be discharged into marine
waters during hydrocarben production,

2. Fish will be attracted to thermal plumes,

3. Contaminants in produced water and aggregations of fish will result in
increased stress, reduced food availability and decreased fish growth,

4. Direct mortality due to effluents and decreased growth will reduce Arctic
cisco and broad whitefish populations.
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NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS

8111 Bond Phil Hil}

David Fissel Dave Marmorek

Benny Gallaway tangley Muir

Bi1l Griffiths David Thomas
INTRODUCTION

Concerns regarding the potential effects of produced water ¢ischarges into
shallow water ceastal zones on broad whitefish and Arctic cisco poepulations
were the primary vreason for formulation of the hypothesis shown in Figure
16-1. Produced waters contain varying concentrations of  petroleum
hydrocarbons and trace metals, have elevated salinities and are often
substantially warmer {estimated temperature of about 40°C) than ambient water
temperatures (Thomas et al. 1833). Cooling water may also be discharged at
offshore preduction facilities, and although total volumes may bhe comparable
to quantities of produced water, cooling water would e characterized by a
lower temperature (20°C) and near ambient salinity. As indicated in Figure
16-1, the thermal aspects of the waste discharges could resuit in aggregations
of fish, thereby increasing their residence time in a zone where exposure 1o
contaminants may Yead to lethal and sublethal effects.

The hypothesis was considered by the workshop narticipants on the basis of a
development scenario which does not involve production facilities sited in

water depths less than 5 m.
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L INKAGES

Link 1: Warm water effluents and produced water will be discharged
into marine waters during hydrocarbon nroduction.

The first step in evaluation of this hypothesis was a review of the quantities
of produced water which may be discharged from offshore and nearshore
production facilities. It was assumed that a single production field at an
offshore location (depths greater than 15 m) might consist of 20 wells having
a combined produced water d¢ischarge of 16,000 mB/d. In shallow water
locations (depth between 5 and 15 m), the number of wells was assumed to be
reduced by a factor of 3, with a commensurate reduction in discharge volume.
These daily discharge rates were subsequently used tO assess the potential
magnitude of local changes in temperature and salinity, and elevated
contaminant levels, that may be associated with production waste discharge.

Link 2: Fish will be attracted to thermal plumes.

arr—ta—re

Link 3: Contaminants in produced water and aggregations of fish will result in
increased stress, reduced food availability and decreased fish growth,

during the ice-free season, the probability of thermal enhancement resulting
from produced water discharge in shallow areas (at an assumed release rate of
3000 m3/d) would be exceedingly remote due to Very targe dilution rates
expected in  these relatively high energy environments. Contaminant
conrcentrations would also not be expected to reach levels that could be
hazardous to biota, except perhaps in the immediate vicinity of a discharge
site (approximately Timited to within 200 m of the source [Thomas gt al.
1983)), Contaminant concentrations could be higher during periods of dce
cover, but available data suggest that anadromous fish are absent or sCarce

in waters greater than 5 m ceep during winter,
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Monitoring programs undertaken 1in other hydrocarbon production regions,
particularly in the Gulf of Mexico (Rose and Ward 1981l; Gallaway et al,
1981), indicate that effluent streams from production platforms in deeper
waters are diluted very rapidly, and that resultant biological effects are
minimal., For example, after a 4.year study in the Gulf of Mexico, Gallaway et
al. (1981) concluded that:

1} The major effect of the Buccaneer Field was to provide a substrate that
allowed development of a rich and diverse biofouling or artificial reef
community:

2) The structures and reefs caused the aggregation of nektonic species
preferring these habitats, as well as the subsequent attraction of various

predators (particularly man);

3) Produced waters were toxic, although the direct effects on biota were

restricted to organisms in habitats within a few metres of the outfall,

4} Indirect effects of chronic, low-level contaminant discharge were not

shown to be significant;

5) Measurable uptake of contaminants appeared minimal and restricted to those
species present in the biofouling food chain, and there was 1little

evidence of biocaccumulation; and

6} The effects of the recreational fishery on fish were suggested to be an
area of greater concern than the effects of the Buccaneer Field on either

the fish or the recreational fishery.
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CONCLUSIONS

The workshop participants concluded that the impact hypothesis was axtremely
unlikely and not worth further consideration if wastes are discharged in

waters greater than 5 m deep.

The most serious potential concerns related to the effects of produced water
discharge on fish would be expected when a production platform is Tlocated in
an area where temperature-sensitive species or life-history stages are present
and a solid ice-cover simultaneously results in substantially reduced energy
for mixing and dispersal, This cituation could occur in shallow nearshore
areas along the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula prior to freshet (mid-May) but after the
advance of the freshwater plume (e.q., dJan - Feb). Although hydrocarbon
developments are not presently being considered in such areas, if a development
catisfying the above criteria is nroposed in the future, additional research
to examine potential impacts and nrecessary mitigative measures would be

warranted,

MONTTORING

Other than compliance monitoring 1o assure that regulatory guidelines are

achieved in both shorebase and offshore wasie sireams, no monitoring was
considered necessary if production wasies are discharged in waters greater

than 5> m deep.
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 17

EFFECTS OF WATER INTAKE ON BROAD WHITEFISH
AND ARCTIC CISCO POPULATIONS
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Water intakes will reduce populations of
broad whitefish and Arctic cisco,

BROAD WHITEFISH AND ARCTIC
CI5C0 POPULATIONS

ERTRAINMENT AKD
IMPINGEMENT

WATER INTAKE
FOR INJECTION

Figure 17-1 Potential effects of water intake on broad whitaefish and Arctic

cisco populations.

Linkages

The intake of water for reservoir injection will cause gntrainment and
impingement of juvenile broad whitefish and Arctic cisco.

The mortality associated with entrainment and impingement will
broad whitefish and Arctic cisco popuiaticons.

reduce
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Wayne Barchard Phil Hil1

5711 Bond Dave Marmorek

Benny Gallaway Langley Muir

Phil Hill David Thomas
INTRODUCTION

Waterflooding is a secondary recovery process whereby filtered sea water is
pumped into the reservoir to increase pressure for continued extraction of oil
in the mid- to late stages of production. Several waterflood projects are
nlanned in the Alaskan Beaufort, These include one for the Prudhoe Bay Field
at the tip of the Prudhoe Bay causeway which will be operative in 1984, az
second for the Kuparuk Field located at Cliktok Point which is also expected
to be in operation within the near future (1984.86), and two others (Endicott
Project and Lisburne Project) in the Prudhce Bay area which are scheduled
hefore 1990. Fach of these intake structures will be ltocated in the nearshore
habitats that are most extensively utitized by anadromous fish (Griffiths et
al, 1983; Griffiths and Gallaway 1982},

Available data for the Prudhoe Bay field and Endicott waterfiood projects
indicate that typical intake volumes may approximate 320,000 m3/d or 3.5
mB/sec (Woodward-Clyde Consultants 1982). At the intake structures, water
velocities will be approximately 15 c¢m/s. The degree to which small
anadromous fish may be entrained and impinged on intake screens under these
conditions is presently unknown because such waterflood projects have not been
initiated in the Arctic. However, entrainment and impingement losses
associated with the cooling water intakes of nuclear and fossil fuel power
plants can be high (Gallaway and Strawn 1674: Uziel 1980). Waterflooding has
not yet been proposed in relation to hydrocarbon development in the Canadian
Reaufort, but was considered during the present workshop due to potential
widespread use in Alaska.
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LINKAGES

Link 1: The intake of water for reservoir injection will cause entrainment
and impingement of juvenile broad whitefish and Arctic cisco,

Link 2: The mortality associated with entrainment and impingement will reduce
broad whitefish and Arctic cisco populations.

The workshop subgroup suggested that these Tinks were possible but net very
probable in the Canadian Beaufort Sea, The following rationale was presented
fer this conclusion, ADGO is the only nearshore field that is currently under
consideration for development (Dome Petroleum et al, 1982, Vol., 2).
Therefore, most of the nearshore waters of the outer Mackenzie Delta and the
nearshore zone (depths less than 3 m) utilized by broad whitefish and Arctic
cisco ave unlikely to be sites of water intake for potential waterflood
projects, In the case of ADGO, the o011 production rate bas been estimated at
approximately 110 m3/d (Cvan Birchard, pers. comm.). If it is assumed that
injection water would be required after five years of operation, only about
200,000 m3 of water would be necessary to replace the oit. This represents
only about 60 percent of the dafly reguirements of some of the Tlarger Alaskan
(e.9., Endicott) nearshore projects {320,000 m3/d). If ADGQ s typical of
‘the size of nearshore fields which could be found in the future in the
Canadian Beaufort and the number of nearshore fields will be as limited as
presently believed, it 1is extremely unlikely that significant mortality of
anadromous fish would result from entrainment and impingement phenomena.
Under worst case conditions, waterflood intake losses of small broad whitefish
for the Alaskan Endicott waterflcod project were estimated at about & percent
of a small local stock, and it was stated that this stock would recover
quickly upon cessation of the activity (U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and
Lovironmental Research and Techrology Inc. 1984),




CONCLUSION

It was concluded that the hypothesis is extremely unlikely and not worth
testing because: (1) the potential waterflood requirements of Canadian
nearshore fields will be an extremely small fraction of those typical of the
larger Alaskan nearshore fields {i.e., 100 m3/d vs. 320,000 mB/d); and (2)
that, given worst case assumptions, Tosses of small anadromous fish associated
with the Alaskan projects are expected to result in only small (if any)

declines in the populations of these species.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Studies on the effects of water intake structures associated with the Alaskan
waterflood projects are due to commence in 1984. It is recommended that: (1)
the results of monitoring studies being conducted under the auspices of the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Army Corps of Engineers and the National
Marine Fisheries Service be reviewed as they become available; and (2) if
these results indicate that there may be potential c¢oncerns related to water
intakes in the f{anadian Beaufort, then the present hypothesis should be
re-evaluated,
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 18

THE EFFECTS OF AIR EMISSIGNS ASSOCIATED WITH THE OPERATION
OF AIRCRAFT, MARINE VESSELS, DRILL RIGS, OFFSHORE
PLATFORMS AND SHOREBASES ON ATR QUALITY
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Air emissions resulting from the operation of aircraft,
marine vessis, drill rigs, offshore platforms and
shorebases will adversely affect air quality.

AIR QUALITY

PRODUCTION ACTIVITIES

Mobile Sources (Marine and airgraft)
Drili Rigs

Qffsheore Platforms

shorebases

E

B ' ‘ Foai is5i ; ing from the operation

Figure 18-1: Potential effects of air emissions resulting )

’ of marine vessels, drill rigs, offshore platforms ang shorebases
on ajr quality

Linkage

1. Air emissions from a number of sources will adversely affect air quality.
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INTRODUCTION

Operation of production platforms, shorebases, drill rigs, aircraft and marine
vessels in the Beaufort Sea region, will result in a varjety of emissions to
the atmosphere, While a large portion of these discharges, such as nitrogen,
carbon dioxide and water vapour are not considered harmful, a small portion
are classified as pollutants and their ambisnt concentrations are vegulated
under the Ambient Air Quality Objectives established by Environment Canada
(e.g., sulphur oxides and nitrogen oxides).

The following activities associated with exploration, production and transport
of petroleum hydrocarbons will be the major sources of air emissions, These
sources, and emission factors given for each, were used 1o estimate the
quanitity of pollutants emitted to the atmosphere in the Beaufort Sea region.
The objective of this evaluation was to verify or reject +the above
hypothesis, Unless otherwise stated, data cited regarding the amount and
composition of air emissions in the Beaufort 5Sea were adapted from the
Beaufort Sea - Mackenzie Delta EIS, Vol. 2 and 4 (1982},

1) Combustion of Solid Waste: Incineration of sclid waste at shorebases,
offshore platforms, and marine vessels will result in air emissions

containing the following peollutants expressed in percent weight of
combustible so0lid waste.

Carbon Monoxide (CO) -
Nitrogen Oxides (NOy) -

% percent
2 percent

2 percent
2 percent

Hydrocarbons (HC) -
Particulates {Part.) -

1.4
0.2
Sulphur Gxides (S0y) - 0.12 percent
0.1
0.6
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2) Combustion of Diesel Fuel: The combustion of diesel fuel for internal

combustion engines and power generators at shorebases, drill rigs, and by
marine vessels will result in the emission of the following polliutants

(expressed as percent weight of spent fuel}:

Co - 0.92 percent
NOy - 3,38 percent
S0y - 0.69 percent
HC - 4,92 percent
Part. 1.6% percent
3) Combustion of Aviation Fuel: The following emission factors for

combustion of aviation fuel are expressed as the weight of pollutant
emitted for each landing and take-off cycle. This is standard practice,
and includes all emissions oceurring below 1000 m (3000 ft) that could
significantly affect air quality at ground level, The two classifications
of aircraft used here are {1} Jets (Boeing 737 or 767), and (2) STOL
ajrcraft and helicoplers,

EMISSIONS PER LANDING AND TAKE-OFF CYCLE (Kg)

Pollutant Jets STOL/Helicopter
Co 16,92 3,25
NOx 8.96 0.37
S0y 0.99 0.08
HC 4,06 2.30
Part. - -

4) Gas Flaring: Gas flaring at offshore platforms will result in emissions
of NOX 3t the rate of 3.68 tonnes per million cubic metres of gas burned.
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5) Fuel Tanks: The operation of storage fuel tanks at shorebases will result
in fugitive emissions of hydrocarbens. These emissions are estimated to

amount to 50 tonnes of hydrocarbons per year at each base,

6) Combustion of Separated Gas: Emissions of NOx resulting from the
combustion of separated gas for power generation at offshore platforms is
estimated to be 24 tonnes/day from all sources by the year 2000.

LINKAGES

Link 1: Air emissions from a number of sources will adversely affect air
quality.

The 1ink between air emissions and air quality is direct. Therefore, in order
to assess the significance of this hypothesis, the following information is

presented:
1) quantitative estimates of total emissions far each poliutant;
2) identification of the spatial distribution of sources;

3) description of the dispersion calculaticns that were completed using
a "box model" approach; and

4y  comparison of estimated pollutant concentrations to regulatory
guidelines.
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Total Emissions

§horebases: Air emissicns at shorebases will result from incineration of

solid waste, combustion of diesel fuel, and release of tugitive hydrocarbons

from fuel storage tanks.

a)

Estimated quantities of solid waste incinerated when all facilities
are developed and fully operational are tabulated below:

SOLID WASTE INCINERATION £STIMATES FOR SHOREBASES

Solid Waste

Base Incinerated (XKg/day)
Tuktoyak tuk 4,200
McKinley Bay 3,600
Stokes or King Point 500
Wise Bay 76
TOTAL 8,375

The operation of diesei-fired plants are estimated to result in the
release of 460 tonnes of atmospheric emissions per year per major
shorebase. Since the data used in the present evajuation did not
indicate what proportion of the emissions are comprised of
pollutants, the total emissions were assumed to be poliutants.

Fugitive emissions from fuel storage tanks are estimated to be 50
tonnes of hydrocarbons per year per major shorebase.

In combination, these three sources will result in the following pmissions:
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SUMMARY OF EMISSIONS AT SHOREBASES
YEAR-ROUND OPERATION

(Kg/day)
Solid Waste Diesel Plants Fuel Tanks Totals
Co 125 an4a - h29
NOy 18 1,460 - 1,478
S0y 10 304 ) 314
HC 10 2,116 548 2,674
Part, 52 7156 - 808

Offshore Platforms: Air emissions at offshore platforms will result from

ingineration of solid wastes, gas flaring, and operation of gas turbines,

a) Solid waste will he incinerated at each of the offchore facilities

according to the foilowing table:

SUMMARY OF SOLID WASTE INCINERATION AT OFFSHORE PLATFORMS

Type of Offshore Solid Waste Max. No. of Total Solid Waste
Platform Incinerated Structures Incinerated
Kg/day (yr. 2000) Kg/day
Exploration 350 8 | 2,800
Istand
Production 700 32 22,400
istand
APLA (Processing 600 2 1,200

and Loading)

TOTALS 26,400
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b)Y Gas flaring is estimated to be approximately 2.7 x 106m3 {96 «x

106 Ft3) per day for all platforms.
¢} Separated gas used to fire opower generation turbines at oil
production facilities is estimated to result in 24 tonnes/day of

NOx emissions.

In combination, these three sources will result in the following emissions:

SUMMARY OF EMISSIONS AT OFF SHORE SHOREBASES
YEAR-ROUND OPERATION

{(Kg/day)
Solid Waste Diesel Plants Fuel Tanks Totals
Co 394 - - 394
NOy 58 13,000 24,000~ 34,058
SO0x 32 - - 32
HC 32 - - 32
Part. 164 - - 164

Orill Rigs: Air emissions from drill rigs result entirely from the use of
diesel fuel in internal combustion engines, DOuring the year 2000, the maximum
number of wells drilled is estimated at 76, with drilling of each well
requiring an average of 75 days., It is estimated that a total of 145 tonnes
of emissions will be discharged per well per 75 day period (i.e.,
approximately 2 tonnes/well/day).

Dome Petroteum et al. {1982) does not state what proportion of these emissions
are pollutants. Therefore, as a worst case approach, all emissions were
treated as pollutants, resuiting in the following quantities and composition:
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SUMMARY OF EMISSIONS FROM DRILL RIGS
75-DAY DRILL PERIOD

{Kg/day)
Emissions/Drill Rig Totals (76 Rigs)
Co 160 12,160
NOy 580 44,080
S0 120 9,120
HC 840 63,840
Part. 300 22 800

Mobile Sources: Marine vessels angd aircraft are classified as mebile sources

and result in emissions to the atmosphere due to combustion of fuel and

incineration of solid waste {vessels).

a) Marine Vessels: TLstimated quantities of solid waste incinerated and
diesel fuel congumed for each of three vessel types were provided in
Dome Petroleum et al, (1982) and are presented below:

MARINE VESSEL SOLID WASTE INCINERATION
AND DIESEL FUEL COMBUSTION ESTIMATES

Yessel Type Solid Waste Diesel Fuel
Incinerated Xg/day Combusted Kg/day

Class 10 Tankers 200 787,810
Logistics Traffic 2,833 736,130
"Stationary" 10,665 68,130

Offshore Vessels

TOTALS 13,698 1,602,070
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b) Aircraft types and number of flights for the year 2000 were alsc
taken from Dome Petroleum et al. (1982) and are presented below:

ANTICIPATED AIRCRAFT SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS
FOR BEAUFORT HYDROCAREON DEVELOPMENT
BY THE YEAR 2000

Type Mo, of Aircraft Fiights/day Total Flight /day
Jets 13 737's 13+
or 1 or
5 767's 5
STOL 22 1.5 33
Helicopters 28 2.0 56

¥ Used in this analysis

In combination, these sources will result in the foilowing emissions:

SUMMARY OF EMISSIONS FROM MOBILE SQURCES
YEAR-ROUND OPERATION

(Kg/day)
Marine Vessels Nircraft
Solid Waste and Fuel Jets and Heli/S$TOL Totals
Co 14,945 510 15,455
NO,, 56,180 149 54,329
SOx 11,070 20 11,090
HC 78,838 258 79,096

Part. 27,160 - 27,160
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Summary of Emissions: The estimated air emissions from the variety of sources

described in previous sections have been combined to arrive at total emissions
on a daily and annual basis; these are summarized in the following two
tables, respectively.

SUMMARY OF OVERALL DAILY EMISSIONS

{Kg/day)

Shore- Offshore Drill Mobile Totals

bases Pilatforms Rigs Sources
co 529 394 12,160 15,455 28,538
NOx 1,478 34,058 44,080 54,329 133,945
SDx 314 32 9,120 11,090 20,056
HE 2,674 32 63,840 79,096 145 642
Part. 508 164 22,800 27,160 50,932

SUMMARY OF OVERALL ANNUAL EMISSIONS

(Tonnes/Year)
Share- Of fshore Drill Mobile Tatals
bases Platforms Rigs Sources
o 193 144 912 5,641 6,890
NO, 540 12,431 3,306 19,830 36,107
sox 115 12 684 4,048 4,859
HC 976 12 4,788 28,870 34,646

Part. 295 60 1,710 9,913 11,978
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Geographic Source Distribution

The

Tocation of production facilities and associated activities that

contribute to air emissions are depicted in Figure 18-2 and are superimposed

en the spatial units shown in the Introduction to this report. The figure

identifies the following mgjor source locations;:

Routes for icebreaking tankers
Routes for marine logistics travel
Offshore facilities

(Onshore facilities

Aircraft flight paths,

Spatial units 1, 2, 3 and & are directly affected by these acitivites and the

approximate cembined area of these four zones is estimated at 60,000 km

2

Dispersion Calculations

Simple dispersion calculations were performed using a "box model" approach to

estimate the order of magnitude of ambient ground level concentrations of the

various pellutants, The following assumptions were made in the calculation of

24 hour average concentrations:

1)

A11 pollutants are trapped below 300 metres above sea level. This
corresponds to inversion heights that could occur in the area,

A1l pollutants emitted during a 24 hour period are spatially confined
to spatial wunits 1, 2, 3 and 4, and are uniformly distributed within
these zones. This assumption implies that additional pollutant input
into this bounded space 1% counterbalanced by an equalt amount of
potlutant advection out of the space boundaries. The assumption of

uniformity of distributicn, while not entirely accurate (wind may
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prevail in a single direction for a day or days), is nevertheless reasonable
in view of the fact that as much as 83 percent of annual emissions of some
pollutants are from mobile scurces that cover very large aregs., Furthermore,
the purpose of this analysis is to estimate the order of magnitude of
cencentrations rather than absolute values,

Results of dispersion calculations are summarized in the following table
showing predicted concentrations of emissions as well as regulatory
guidetine concentrations establiished by Environment Canada.

PREDICTED CONCENTRATIONS OF VARIOUS POLLUTANTS
iN RELATION TO REGULATORY GUIDELINES

POLLUTANT
ELEMENT CO NO 50 HC SUS . PART DUST FALL
3 *3 A3 3 3 2
ug/m wg/m ng/m ng/m wg/m g/em /mo
Estimated 24 2 ) 1 8 3 0.002
hour average
Requiatory 6000 200 150 MA 120 ND.525
Guideline FED FED FED Urban FED FED
(8 hr) {24 hr) (24 hr) Areas (24 nr) Residential
0l 1000's]
Ratio (Factor 3000 25 150  0f100's] 40 250

of Safety)

These calculations indicate that, on a regional basis, air quality will not be
significantly affected due to the very small centributions (less than
background) resulting from the combined operation of aircraft, vessels,
offshore platforms, sharebases and drill rigs. In order to place emissions
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from proposed Beaufort operations in perspective, it should be noted that gas
processing facilities in southern lattitudes typically emit 50-800 tonnes/day
of 50, and similar amounts of NDX from a single point source,

Ice Fog

Although Dome Petroleum et ai. (1982) does not provide estimates of the
quantity of water vapour omissions that could give rise to the formation of
ice fog during cold spells, it is important to emphasize the following points.

Jce fog will begin to form when ambient air temperatures are jower
than -20°C, and will definitely form when temperatures are Tower than
-407C.

Formation of ice fog is caused by the emission of large quantities of
water vapour from combustion processes. The formation is enhanced at
the higher temperature limits in the presence of particulate matter

in the atmosphere,

Ice fog can accumulate locally {(within 1 to 5 km) during prolenged
periods of calm and cold temperatures, causing obstructed visibility,
and thereby potentially affecting human activities,

There are no mitigative measures available to vreduce ice fog
formation other than halting combustion and/or eliminating the source
of emission.
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CONCLUSIONS

Based on the foregoing considerations, the group rejected the hypothesis that
air quatity will be adversely affected to an extent that would warrant the
design and implementation of a regional monitoring program. This conclusion,
however, should not preclude the possible need tO implement air quality
monitoring program(s) at major shorebases to monitor local effects as part of

the required operational permits.
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HYPOTHESIS NO. 19

EFFECTS OF DREDGING ON
BLARDED SEALS
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Bredging and deposition of spoils will reduce
the bearded seal population. l
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Figure 19-1: Potential effects of dredging and deposition of speils op
benthos, fish and bearded seals.
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Linkages

]. Dredging and deposition of dredge spoil will fincrease concentrations of
suspended solids in the water column,

2. Removal of seafloor material and its deposition in other areas will result
in mortality of benthic invertebrates and fish and habitat Yoss.

3. Dredging will release contaminants from the sediments.

4. Increased suspended solids will interfere with fish migration.

5 Contaminants released during dredging will be taken up by fish and benthos.

6. Habitat loss, mortality, interference with migratory routes and uptake of
contaminants will reduce fish and benthic invertebrate populations,

7. Reduced populations of prey (fish and benthos) will reduce number of

bearded seals.
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NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS

wayne Duval John Harper

Bob Everitt Ed Pessah

nenny Gallaway paron Sekerak

Wwiltiam Griffiths Dave Thomas
INTRODUCTION

This hypothesis was not formalily addressed 1in the workshop due 1o time
constraints associated with each of the daily schedules and its treatment was
rherefore different from previous hypotheses. The subject of dredging was
raised by several participants during the introductory seseions but although
it was generally agreed that dredging may be an important area of concern in
some parts of the geaufort Sea, it could not he addressed within the framework
of the present workshop. Consequently, a formalized hypothesis and written
text was prepared 1o examine the issue. In order o ensure that the
hypothesis received the same lavel of critical review,

a group was formed (listed above) following the workshop, and comments and

contributions solicited from each member during the preparaticn of this report.

This hypothesis and its associated linkages are chown in Figure 12-1. it
states that dredging will cause a direct decrease in the abundance of benthic
populations which may in turn decrease the available food fFor fish and marine
nammals such as  the bearded seal. In addition, increases in the
concentrations of suspended solids within the water column due to dredging
activities may act as 2 migration barrier to fish. Dredging may atso release
contaminants from the sediments, which could then accumulate within the food
chain and affect jmportant species.  Since the hydrocarbon development
scenarios presented at the workshop and described in the Beaufort Sea -
Mackenzie Delta EIS (Dome Petroleum et al. 1982) involve substantial amounts
of dredging, evidence for and against each of these linkages s briefly
discussed in the following sections.



LINKAGES

Link 1: Dredging and deposition of dredge spoil will increase concentrations
of suspended solids in the water column.

There is 1ittle doubt that dredging activities increase the amount of
suspended solids in the water column and, in some cases, concentrations of
suspended materials can far exceed background {ambient) levels. For example,
at the source of the spoil outfall, these concentrations may approach several
thousand milligrams per litre. However, suspended solids levels are reduced
rapidly with increasing distance from the point scurces and typically reach
ambient Jevels within a few kilometres of the dredging site. The dredge
plumes that have been studied to date in the Beaufort Sea have generally been
limited in duration and spatial extent (Thomas 1980; ESL 1882). In areas
such as Tuktoyaktuk harbour, increases in suspended solids due 1o dredging
operations are also often masked by turbidity jevels naturally associated with
the Mackenzie River plume (Erickson and Pett 1681; ESL 1982),

Link 2: Removal of seafloor material and its depositien in other areas will
result in mortality of benthic invertebrates and fish and habitat loss.

The removal of the surface layer of the sea floor and its deposition in other
areas will cause mortality of benthic organisms and to a lesser extent fish,
and will also result in the removal or temporary disruption of existing
habitat. Although studies conducted in the Beaufort sea have shown that
recolonization of newly exposed sand-silt substrate (cf. rock) begins almost
immediately (Thomas et al. 1982; Heath et al. 1982 FESL 1982}, complete
recovery of the total benthic biomass lost due to habitat disruption may not
occur for several years, In some cases, the construction of artificial
islands in the marine environment will result in the creation of new
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habitats, However, it should be noted that the benthic organisms colonizing
these new habitats and demersal organisms subsequently attracted to such sites
would be in closer proximity to other development activities than may normally
be the case.

The following worst case assumptions can be made to estimate the magnitude of
substrate disturbances/habitat losses that may be associated with dredging
activities in the Beaufort Sea: (1) no new habitat is created; (2) all
habitat dredged is totally destroyed; (3) dredging occurs to an average depth
of L m in the substrate; and (4) approximately 308 million cubic metres of
dredged material will be required for the intermediate development scenario.
Given these assumptions, dredging reguirements to the year 2000 would result
in the removal of about 300 kmz of habitat., Since this is eguivalent to
approximately 0.1 perceni of Spatial Units 1-11 or 0.7 percent of Spatial
Units 2, 3, and 4, even this "worst case” loss would be a negligible amount in

comparison to the total habitat available in the region,

It shopuld be noted, however, that extrapolation of the total amount dredged to
the total area of the regicn or various spatial units may not be defensible if
retatively small areas c¢ontain large concentrations of important food
organisms, fish or bearded seals.

Link 3: Dredging will release contaminants from the sediments,

Link 5: Contaminants released during dredging will be taken up by fish and
benthos.

Link 6: Habitat loss, mortality, interference with migratory routes and
uptake of contaminants will reduce fish and benthic invertebrate
populations.

The term "contaminant" in dredged sediments 1is typically associated with the
occurrence of heavy metals, although dredged materiais 1n some parts of the
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world have also included various naturally-occurring and synthetic organic
compounds, However, numerous dredging studies conducted in the Beaufort Sea
and in other areas of Canada and the world suggest that heavy metals in
natural sediments rarely accumulate to significant levels 1in the overlying
biota (Herbich 1981; unpublished data, EPS, Halifax). This series of linkages
in the hypothesis is therefore expected to be relatively remote.

Link 4: TIncreased suspended solids will interfere with fish migration,

It is considered unlikely that fish migration weould be disrupted by the
presence of high levels of suspended solids, although there are only limited
experimental data on this source of impact in the Beaufort Sea or for fish
species present in the region. Fish are known to use migratory pathways that
naturally contain high ambient levels of suspended so0lids. HGLxamples include
fish migration corridors in the Mackenzie River and Delta, the Fraser River in
British Columbia and the Mirimichi River in New Brunswick. In a recent study
conducted near Barrow (Alaska), Sekerak and Craig (in prep.) found no evidence
to suggest that dredging in the Meade River hindered movement of least cisco
or lake whitefish.

Link 7: Reduced populations of prey organisms (fish and benthos) will reduce
number of bearded seals.

Link 7 was thought to be valid even though the relationships among factors
that ultimately 1imit bearded seal populations are poorly understood,
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CONCLUSTIONS

Herbich {1981), in a paper that summarizes a comprehensive series of studies
by the U.$, Corps of Engineers on the effects of unconfined disposal of
dredged materials in open water, stated the following:

" .. the original fears of water quality degradation
resulting from the re-suspension of the dredged material
during dredging operations are for the most part
unfounded,";

“The greatest impact of dredged material disposal is the
potential effect on benthic organisms.,”; and

"nelease of heavy metals and their uptake into organism
tissue have been rare. Simitarly, the accumulation of oil
and grease residues by organisms has been minimal."

The workshop participants concurred with Herbich's (1981} basic conclusions,
but noted that dredging programs in areas with: (1) very low water gxchange
rates; (2) high densities of important benthic or demersal biota;, 3) large
concentrations of fishy; or (4) feeding areas of bearded seais should be
considered special cases and evaluated on a site-specific basis in terms of
the potential need for research or monitoring. Significant impacts could
result fif dredging operations were conducted in areas very close to the
foreshore, or if dredging were Lo occur in confined areas that are important
habitats of benthic or demersal resources (Pessah 1982).

RECOMMENDATTONS

No general research or monitoring program is recommended. However, specific
research and monitoring programs should be designed in situations where
dredging has the potential to result in significant impacts. In these cases,
care should be taken to ensure that the studfes address the unigue
characteristics of the area to be dredged.
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APPENDIX I

THE APPLICATION OF BIOLOGICAL "EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS™
TO THE DETECTION OF EMVIRONMEMTAL CHAMGE

A BRIEF DISCUSSION




INTRODUCTION

S5ince the primary focus of this preject is monitoring and formulation of
specific  recommendations regarding monitoring priorities for Beaufort
hydrocarbon development, several workshop participants raised questions on the
differences between the objectives and approach used in  the Beaufort
Environmental Monitoring Program and the "Biolegical Early Warning System"
monitoring strategies practised elsewhere in the world. Although the basic
differences between the BEMP approach and various BEWS programs condugted
elsewhere (e.qg., "Mussel Watch") were discussed during the first day of the
workshop, the participants agreed that an overview of the advantages and
disadvantages of other monitoring strategies would be a useful supplement to
the present report., A discussion group was therefore formed to conduct this
brief review, and mei{ on one afterncon during the session, The group

cemprised the following workshop participants:

Wayne Barchard
Jim Bunch
Hayne Duval
Ted tangtry
Don Schell

David Thomas

It is generally accepted that industrial development has placed stresses on
the natura! environment through the discharge of industrial wastes. Both the
frequency and duration of adverse environmental effects have increased with
intensified industrial development. This dis particularly evident in the
aquatic and atmospheric envireonments surrounding major f{ndustrial centres
which receive discharges and emissions from a range of stationary and mobile
sources. However, 1t s als0 known that the natural envirvonment has a certain
resiliency, and can withstand certain levels of waste dis¢charge without

suffering any significant deleterious biological effects. This property is
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commonly referred to as assimilative capacity. At the same time, physical or
chemical changes in the marine environment as a resuit of industrial waste
discharge are generally only considered an area of concern when they are
reflected in biological c¢hange.

The fundamental questions during the design of monitoring programs to
determine the potential ecological significance of industrial waste discharges
cust be focused on how industry-induced biological change can be detected,'
quantified, and interpreted, and when the assimilative capacity of an
ecosystem 15 exceeded. Resultant monitoring strategies should therefore
facilitate the detection of significant biological changes long before the
consequences become extreme (e.g., mortality) or irreversible (e.g.,
mutagenic). This 315 the concept that forms the basis of a Biological Ekarly
Warning System {BEUS),

The need for early detection of biological change i3 exemplified by the
classic example of the intreduction of DDT into the environment. During the
1950'c and 1960's, DOT was accumulating in the environment at concantrations
below the contemporary Jlimits of anatytical detection. Mowever, these
concentrations were already above the threshold for serious biotegical
effects, and almost resulted in the extinction of several species of raptors.

The advantage of BEWS as 2 monitoring approach is that once & trend in
environmental quality alteration is judged to be serious or unacceptable, then
a systematic stepwise mitigation plan can be initiated. Criteria which a
satisfactory BEWS must meet in order to he uvseful include:

(1) the physiological and behavioural parameters in the organism selected

for monitoring should be guantifiable;

{2) rapid and veliable detection of developing toxic conditions 15

essentia) {this usually involves chemical measurements);




{3) the monitoring protocol should not be inherently subject to "false

alarms";

(4) the results must be interpretable; and

(3) the monitoring protocol should be relatively inexpensive and simple
to apply.

During the past 20 to 30 years, environmental scientists have searched for a
single all-purpose index of environmental health that can be used to monitor
changes resulting from various forms of pollution. This research has focused
on the four levels of biological complexity: the individual, population,
gommunity, and the eccosystem

Ecological (ecosystem) menitoring has been criticised because it is not only
time-consuming to obtain the species 1ists and abundance data which are
necessary for adequate resolution of cause-effect relationships, but also
because the approach is relatively insensitive. The insensitivity is due to
the fact that natural variations in ecosystems are often much greater than the
perturbations caused by poliution, even 1in the case of very sericus
pollution. In a simitar manner, monitoring methods based on the use of
indicator species have not been entirely satisfactory because of difficulties
associated with the selection of a suitable "indicator" species. An example
is the polychaete worm Capitella capitata, which was considered an excellent

indicator of organic poliution for many years. liowever, recent research has
shown that in certain cases, the distribution of this species has been
inversely related to pollution. Consequently, several investigaters have
reached erronecus conclusions because they did not consider some impertant
facts regarding the life history of Capitella capitata. Finally, monitoring

strategies directed at the population and community Jlevels can also be

criticized due to their exnense and lack of specificity.
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A criticism which is common to virtually all Biological Early Warning Systems
used to date is that the most optimistic result is that a change in status of
the biological system can bhe detected. [+ is extremely rare when an
unambiguous statement can be made regarding the reason for the change.

The consensus of the workshop discussion group was that no single monitoring
strategy appears to be sufficient to judge the hazards associated with the
discharge of a certain waste on the environment and human health, Several
methods might have to be considered and used to monitor a certain situation

adequately.

The prevatent direction of research in the field of Biclogical Early Harning
Systems is currently at the level of individual physiological and bicchemical
responses  to pollutant stresses, In theory, a BEWS which s based on
responses of individuals should be superior to measurements made on higher
tevels of biological association because physiological and biochemical changes
should be detectable within any individual long before measurable effacts can
be documented a* the population, community or ecosystem levels.

A brief overview of varicus Biological Early Warning Systems described in the

current literature on this subject is provided in the following sections.

THE MUSSEL WATCH
Rationale

A large number of studies have shown that most organisms accumulate chemicals
to levels which are proportional to the exposure dose, For example,
vertebrates accumulate non-metabolizable chemicals such as Hg, Cd, Pb, PCBs
and DDT, white invertebrates generally accumuiate trace metals and possibly

some organic compounds, The concept behind the Mussel VWatch Program i3 that
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slow-moving or sedentary invertebrates can be wused as ‘'sentinels" and
"integrators” of pollutants in the surrounding water, HMussels have been a
popular choice for zentinel organisms  because of  their world-wide
distribution, broad range of habitats, and tolerance to environmental stress.
Limpets, barnacles, sea urchins, oysters and other bivalves have also been

used as sentinel organisms in such programs,

Advantages

The advantages of the Mussel Watch Program are that: (1) sampiing is easy and
inexpensive; (2) a large data base of results 3s avaitable; and (3) the method
has been applied on a global scale.

Disadvantages

The accumulation of trace metals and organic compounds by mussels and other
invertebrates varies with a number of factors such as season of collection,
location within the intertidal zone, body mass, sex and degree of exposure to
fresh water, These other variables must therefore be considered during the
interpretation of monitoring results, In areas where mussels have to be
imported, such as the Beaufort $ea, there is also the potential that the
mussels may respond to contaminants that have no effects on endemic species,

creating the potential for a "false alarm”.
References
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METAL BINDING PROTEINS (MetaW]othioneins)
Rationale

Metallothioneins are low-molecular weight proteins that contain large numbers
of sulphydryl groups. Research on mammals has ehown that these proteins are
involved in the intra~-cellular binding of metals such as cadmium, cOpper,
mercury and zinc. Metallothionein-1ike proteins (MLPs) have also been
identified in many invertebrate groups. particularly in oysters and the mussel
Mytilus edulis.,

In the presence of cadmium, mercury or zinc, mussels will synthesize MLPs that
bind the metals and thereby render  them hiologically inert. The
concentrations of MLPs in tissues tend to be higher in animals collected from
metal-rich habitats. Consequently, metallothionein induction can be used as
an early warning indicator of a physiologica]/biochemica1 response 1o metal

pollution.

Advantages

Thioneins are easily isolated and quantified using standard biochemical
procedures. This method s also 1ikely a wmore censitive technigue for
measurement of environmental stress than other approaches that involve

determination of "whole animal" responses.

Disadvantages

The method 15 largely 2 research technique rather than practical monitoring
tool at the present time. Although isolation of thipneins is a relatively
simpte analytical technique, it is too expensive to be a cost-effective
approach for a regional monitoring program. In addition, MLPs only appear 1o
be induced in the presence of Cd, Cu, Hg and 7n, and therefore the approach

has only limited applicability.
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LYSOSOMAL LATENCY
Rationale

tysosomes are distinct membrane-bound organelles that primarily function in
intracetlular digestion. However, they are also important in more fundamental
physiological functions including regulation of secretory processes, cellular
defence mechanisms, and accumulation and sequestration of xengbiotics
(particulary trace metals).

Chemical stresses on lysosomes cause alterations in the latency of lysosomal
hydrolytic enzymes, which can subsequently lead to disturbances in the normal
physiological functions of these organelles. Since the latency of Tysoscmes
is quantifiable, and because many marine invertebrates possess highly
developed lysosomal-vacuolar systems involved in intraceliular digestion,
lysosomal latency has been proposed as an index of pollution,

Advantages

The technique involves measurement of a demonstrable physiclogical response to

stress, thereby facilitating the documentation of a cause-effect relationship.

Disadvantages

The major disadvantage of this techmnique is that it is relatively new, and
therefore information on its performance and practicality is unavailable.

#
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SCOPE FOR GROWTH
Rationale

This bioenergetic wmonitoring approach uses an index called the "scope for
growth", which is calculated as an available energy balance following Tosses
associated with respiration and excretion processes. In theory, exposure af
organisms to a pollutant increases the energy losses through either or both of
nese metabolic pathways, and thereby reduces the "scope for growth".
Advocates of the approach suggest that a decline in this index is an early
warning of a deteriorating environment due to pellutant stress.

Advantages

The “"scope for growth" index provides an integrated measure of physiological
(sensy latu) effects within an individual or population exposed to a source of
pollution.

Disadvantages

This method requires extremely sophisticated analytical procedures and
detailed measurements of variables such as particulate organic nitrogen and

particulate energy content, and therefore is unlikely to be practical for most

routine monitoring applications.
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HISTOPATHOLOGY
Ratignale

This procedure i3 designed to identify polluticn-induced tissue degeneration,
inflammation or alteration in marine invertebrates, [t has been suggested
that an index of "histological well-being" provides an indication of marine
invertebrate health in a region, and that the spatial distribution of
patholegical conditions in an area exposed to pollutant discharges may be a

reiiable indicator of environmental degradation.

Advantages

Histopathological observations are relatively inexpensive and this allows the
collection of large numbers of samples to- provide statistically reliable

results,

Disadvantages

There are a number of apparent disadvantages to histopathological methods, and
these disadvantages limit the suitability of the approach 1o monitoring
applications. The primary problems with the approach are that {1} the
definition of “"normal” histological characteristics in tissues remain unknown
for most organisms, and (2} cause-effect relationships demonstrated in the
laboratory are difficuit 1o detect in the natural environment because of the

presence of interfering factors such as non-specific responses Lo disease,

4———_
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MIXED FUNCTION OXIDASES (MFOs)
Rationale

Mixed function oxidases consist of a complex of enzymes that are bound to the
endoplastic reticulum, an interior membrane strugture within cells, Available
information suggests that these eniymes have an important role in the
metabolism of hydrocarbons by vertebrates, The hiochemical mechanism of
hydrocarben metabolism 1is very complicated, although it appears that during
the metabolism of polynuciear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH}, reactive
intermediates which are cytotoxic, mutagenic and carcinogenic tend to be
formed. A physiological response of fish to oil exposure is the induction of
aryl hydrocarbon hydroxylase (AHH) activity {(Penrose 1978), As a resull,
measurement of AHH and other mixed function oxidase activities may be a useful
approach to monitor the impact of natural hydrocarbon releases OF industry-
related discharges of environmental quality.

Advantages

Measurement of HFO activity can provide quantitative data on the biological
impact of petroleum hydrocarbons.

Disadvantages

MFO activity is only strong in vertebrates, and is not a particularly useful
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measure of the response of invertebrates to hydrocarbon exposure. Since fish
and other vertebrates are mobile, it is therefore difficult to link MFQ
activity measurements to the actual location of hydrocarbon exposure in an

area.
References

Page and Fancey (1978)
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CONCLUSIONS

The workshop disgussion group concluded that the scientific basis for
Biological Early Warning Systems (DEWS) 13 still evoliving, and although it is
currently the subject of intensive research, the applicability of many of
these techniques 1is somewhat limited at the present time. It was also
emphasized that the science of establishing cause-effect relationships is also
in its infancy. The eventual development of satisfactory BEWS will occur once
repeated successful quantitative measurements can be made, and the accurate
prediction of biological effects can be demonstrated. Until that time, the
prediction and assessment of biological effects resuiting from industrial
waste discharges should be based on wa]] documented case studies and the

professional experience of scientists undertaking such investigations.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS: FIRST BEMP WORKSHOP (May 16 - 20, 1983)

DENNIS ANDRIASHEK

Canadian Wildlife Service
320 - 122nd Street
Edmonton, Alberta

TaH 355

ALAN BIRDSALL

LGL Limited

333 - 2453 Beacon Avenue
Signey, B.C.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS: SECOND BEMP WORKSHOP {November 28 - December 2, 1983)

W. WAYNE BARCHARD

Marine Environmental Assessment Division
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ecolngical modelling; environmental impact assessment
and monitoring.
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EVAN BIRCHARD

Esso Resources Canada Ltd.
237 4th Avenue 5.W.
Calgary, Alberta

T2° QHE

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Marine ecology and environmental impact assessment.

ALAN BIRDSALL

LGL Limited
333 - 2453 Beacon Avenue
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Institute of Oceanggraphy
McGill University
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statistics.
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QESEARCH INTERESTS: Environmental monitoring; ecological modelling; resource
policy analysis; environmental management data Dbase
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$idney, B.C. V8L 38l

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Physical oceanography of the Canadian Arctic.

BENNY J, GALLAWAY

LGL Ecological Research Associates Inc.
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ESL Environmental Sciences Limited
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Edmonton, Alberta  T5N 1P&
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501 University Crescent
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2N6

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Marine mammal population estimation and population
dynamics: quantitative ecology.

E.K, (TED) LANGTRY

Offshore Environment Division

Indian and North Affairs Canada

Ottawa, Ontario  KODA ZNO

RESEARCH INTLRESTS: Aquatic biology; marine envircnmental impact assessment.

JdIM McCOMISKEY

Frontier Development - Environmental Planning
Gulf Canada Resources Inc,

P,0. Box 130

Calgary, Alberta

T2P 2H7

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Environmental pltanning and assessment in frontier areas.

JOHN W. McDONALD

ESL Envirenmental Sciences Limited
2035 Mills Road
Sidney, B.C. V8L 351

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Physical oceanography.

PETER J. McNAMEE

ESSA Ltd.
678 West Broadway,
Vancouver, B.C. VhZ 1G6

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Research planning; ecological modelling:  computing
application to environmental problems: forest pest
management systems design.
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Institute of Ocean Sciences
Fisheries and Cceans Canada
S$idney, B.C. V8L 4BZ

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Biclogical oceanography.

ARTHUR MANSFIELD

Arctic Biological Station

Fisheries and Qceans Canada

555 Boul. St. Pierre

Ste. Anne-de-Bellevue, Quebec  H9X 3R4

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Marine mammals,

JOHN R. MARKO

Arctic Sciences Ltd.
1986 Mills Road
Sidney, B.,C., V3L 4Cl

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Ice dynamics; remote sensing; oil spill modelling.

DAVID R, MARMOREK

ESSA Ltd.
678 West Broadway
Vancouver, B.C, V57 1G6

RESFARCH INTERESTS: Aguatic ecology; ecological modelling; experimental
design; acid precipitation.

HUMFREY MELLING

Institute of Ocean Sciences

Fisheries and ODceans Canada

Box 6000

Sidney, B.C. V8L 482

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Arctic physical oceanography, sea ice.
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SERGE METIKOSH

Northern Affairs Program - NWT Region
Water Resources Division

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
Box 1500

Yellowknife, NWT  X1A 2R3

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Aquatic biology; assessment of biological effects of
anshore and offshore developments in the NWT.

LANGLEY R. MUIR

Canada 011 and Gas Lands Administration

355 River Road

Ottawa, Ontario KA OE4

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Physical neceanography s monitoring and reqgulatory
processes related to exploration and development.,

ED PESSAH

Dome Petroleum Limited

P.0, Box 200

Calgary, Alberta T2P 2HB

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Marine ecology; toxicology; environmental planning and
assessment,

DON SCHELL

University of Alaska

Institute of Water Resources

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Arctic primary production.

RAY SCHWEINSBURG

N.WLT, Wildlife Service
Government N.W.T.
Yellowknife, N.W.T,

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Marine mammals; polar bears; monitoring and regulatory
processes.
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AARON D. SEKERAK

LGL Limited
333 -~ 2453 Beacon Avenue
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1X7

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Fish ecology; trophic relationships and eneray flow;
importance of Arctic cod in Arctic ecosystems.

BRIAN SMILEY

Institute of Ocean Sciences
Fisheries and Dceans Canada
P.0. Box 6000

Sidney, B.C. yaL 482

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Fish ecology; marine mammals: environmental  impact
assessment.

NICHOLAS SONNTAG

ESSA Ltd,

679 West Broadway

Vancouver, B.C,  V5Z 1Gé

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Ecological wmodelling: strategic planning; communication;
oceanic processes.

IAN STIRLING

Canadian Wildlife Service

5320 - 122nd Street
fdmonton, Alberta  T6H 355

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Polar marine ecology with particular reference to polar
bears and seals;  Dbasic research  management  and
environmental monitoring.
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DAVID STONE

Offshore Lnvironment Divisgion
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
ODttawa, Ontario

K1A 0OH4

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Biological oceanography;, envirconmental assessment and
monitoring,

DAVID J. THOMAS

Arctic Laboratories Limited

2045 Mi1ls Road

Sidney, B.C. Val. 351

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Chemical  oceanography; marine geochemistry of  the
Mackenzie Delta area.

DENIS THOMSON

LGL Limited

414 -~ 44 Eglinton Avenue West

Torento, Ontario  M4R 1Al

RESEARCH INTERESTS: fenthic ecology; marine mammal feeding habitats and
energetics; primary production processes,

TIMOTHY M. WEBB

ESSA Ltd.

€78 West Broadway

Vancouver, B.C.  VbH7 1G6

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Simulation modelling; experimental design; research
planning; fisheries management; computer applicaticns to
resource and environmental problems.

DOUGLAS A. WOLFE

Ocean Assessment Division N/OM33

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Rockville, Maryland 20852

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Environmental impact assessment and monitoring.
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Increased native employment in industry will change
marine bird and mammal harvest Jevels.

= |JATIVE HARVEST

AMOUNT OF EFFORT DISTRIBUTION OF EFFOQRT EFFECTIVENESS OF EFFORT
! 5 o i
| @
o
TIME AVAILAGLE VALUE OF PRODUCTS ® £OUT PHENT

EMPLOYMENT PATTERN

Appendix Figure 1  Potential effects of increased pative gmployment  fin
industry on marine bird and mammal harvest.
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LINKAGES

Linkages

1. The time available to natives for hunting will be affected by employment
in a wage economy.

2., Total native bhunting effert will be affected by UVimitations on time
availabte for hunting.

3. Due to limitations in time avaitable for hunting, hurting activities will
be restricted to areas in  the immediate vicinity of communities
participating intensively in wage employment,

4. Wage employment will directly change the distribution of hunters and
hunting effort,

5. Availability of wage employment will change hunting incentives.

6 and 7, Changed value of returns from hunting will change the total effort
(time) and the distribution of effort.

8., Wage employment will cause hunters tc become less effective and skillful.
9. Wage employment will change the quality of equipment used by hunters.
10. Better equipment will increase hunter effectiveness,

11, The availability of better equipment will result in changes in the
distribution of hunting effort,
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A consequence of an increased human population
in the Beaufort Sea region will be increases in
recreational hunting of waterfowl.

BIRD HARVEST

INCREASED HUMAN POPULATION

Appendix Figure 2 potential effects of increased human nopulation in the
Seaufort Region on recreational hunting of waterfowl,

Linkage

result from an increased

t  Increased recreational hunting of waterfowl will
human population.
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Human population increases will cause an increase
in the harvest of anadromous fishes which will lead
to reduced populations of these species.

DECREASED POPULATIONS OF ARCTIC CHAR,
BROAD WHMITEFISH, ARCTIC CISCO

INCREASED HARVEST OF ARCTIC CHAR,
RROAD WHITEFISH, ARCTIC CISCO

DEVELOPMENT-INDUCED INCREASE IN HUMAN
POPULATION

Appendix Figure 3 Potential effects of human population increases  on
anadromous fish populations.

Linkages

1. Increases in the human population will increase the harvest of Arctic
cisco, Arctic char and broad whitefish.

7 Increased harvest will Tower Arctic cisco, Arctic char and broad whitefish

poputations.




